mmaum 


tmm 


j  A  M  i  e- 

L 

fl-J! 

1 

a 

1  Joint  Carter  droltm. 

S^  v  :-  . 


‘"S  ivESSr  •  a 


$.,rl  ■  i  A 


rvv/>  Sffc-.j 

. .  •- .  *'  r 


$ 


CONDUCT 

OF  THE 


Late  Miniftry  Examined ; 

\ 

From  July ,  1765,  to  March,  1766. 


{Price  Three  Shillings  and  Six-Pence  in  Beards,  j 


u 


THE 

CONDUCT 

OF  THE 

Late  Adminilt  ration 

EXAMINED. 

WITH 

An  APPENDIX, 

CONTAINING 

Original  and  Authentic  Documents. 

Fuji  quondam  ita  firma  hcec  Civitas  et  valcns ,  ut  Negli- 
gentiam  Scnatus,  vel  etiam  Injurias  Civium  ferre  pojfct : 
"Jam  non  potcj ?.  /Erarlum  nullum  eft ,  Audi  or  it  as  Pr in- 
dp  um  cecidit ,  Confenfus  Ordinum  eft  divulfus ,  Sujjragia 
dejcripta  tenentur  a  Paucis y  bonorum  Animus  ad  Nutum 
nojlri  Ordinis  expeditus  jam  non  erit  \  Civem  qui  fe 
pro  Patriae  Salute  opponat  Invidiae  fruftra  pofthac 
requiretis. 

Cicer.  Orat.  de  Harufp.  Refpa 


LONDON; 

Printed  for  J.  Almon,  oppofite  Rurlington-Houfe,  In 

Piccadilly,  mdcclxvjj* 


THE 

CONDUCT 


OF  THE 


Late  Adminiftration,  Qfc. 


H  E  reader  will  fee  in  the 

W  »r? 

%T  {I  motto  prefixed  to  this  tradt, 

the  reafons  for  undertaking 

.  ,  a  c  , 
it :  the  irate  oi  the  common¬ 
wealth  is  fuch,  whether  we  confider 
the  debt,  the  factions,  and  the  vena¬ 
lity  of  the  kingdom  ;  or  the  little  prof^ 
pedt  there  is  of  finding  another  minijler 
who  will  oppofe  himfelf  to  the  two  lat¬ 
ter,  for  the  fake  of  alleviating  the  for¬ 
mer  j  that  it  can  no  longer  fupport  our 

B  vices ; 
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vices ;  though  it  has  Hill  perhaps 
ftrength  fuiHcient  to  bear  an  application 
ot  the  proper  remedies.  But  thefe  re¬ 
medies  cannot  be  hoped  for  ’till  our 
former  conduct,  the  motives,  and  the 
effects  of  it  are  generally  underftood. 
A  perfuafion  that  if  thefe  were  fairly 
laid  before  the  public,  our  opinions,  and 
confequently  our  meafures  would  be 
altered ;  and  that  it  is  not  even  yet  too 
late  to  retrieve,  in  fome  degree,  the 
Ioffes  which  the  ftate  has  fuftained  while 
her  interefls  have  been  negledted  and 
facrificed,  was  the  motive  which  pro¬ 
duced  this  publication :  a  motive  which, 
if  it  does  not  give  fuccefs  to  the  deiign, 
will,  it  is  hoped,  carry  with  it  an  ex- 
cufe  for  the  attempt.  For  although 
perfonal  altercations  and  private  feuds 
have  degraded  the  tribunal  of  the  public , 
the  attention  of  which  they  have  fo  long 
engrcffed  ;  yet  the  queflions  which  are 
peculiarly  proper  for  its  cognizance,  are 
thole  which  concern  the  honor,  the 
ilth  or  th tfafety  of  the  community  ; 

and 
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and  especially  thofe  plans  of  foreign  and 
domejhc  policy ,  which  are  purfued  by 
thole  to  whom  the  interefts  of  the  ftate 
are  entruited  :  no  introduction  therefore 
or  apology  is  neceffary  to  a  tract,  which 
propoSes  to  enquire  into  the  merit  ot 
thcSe  meaSures  which  have  lately  been 
adopted  by  the  late  mintflry ,  with  regard 
to  points  of  the  greateft  importance  to 
the  empire,  commerce  and  Security  of 
Great  Britain. 

It  were  ever  to  be  wifhed  that  enqui¬ 
ries  of  this  fort  could  be  made  without 
deScending  to  perfonal  accufations  ;  for 
the  SubjeCts  are  much  leffened  when  the 
reputations  of  particular  men,  the  praife 
or  cenfure  of  Some  mimjler ,  becomes  a 
considerable  part  of  them.  But  on  this 
occalion,  it  is  feared  that  this  referve  is 
impodible  ;  when  we  judge  of  the  me¬ 
rits  of  meafures,  we  neceflarilv  judge 
of  thofe  by  whom  they  were  planned 
and  executed.  If,  however,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  enquiry  blame  Shall  he 
thrown  on  particular  perfons,  the  writer 
can  truly  fay,  that  this  was  not  in  his 

B  2  fir ll: 
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firlt  intention,  and  that  it  is  only  the 
necefiary  refult  of  the  fu  eject  he  treats  ; 
a  fubject  of  io  much  importance,  that 
he  has  not  luffered  the  dillike  which  lie 
feels  in  common  with  aim  oil  all  man¬ 
kind  to  perfonal  cenfure,  to  flifle  that 
information  which  the  public  has  a  right 
to  receive  upon  a  point  which  goes  up 
to  the  very  firfl  principles  of  our  confli- 
tution,  and  involves  in  it  queflions  up¬ 
on  which  the  exigence  of  all  govern- 
ment  depends.  The  reader  eafily  fees 
that  the  fuhjedt  I  mean  is  the  Ji amp  act. 
This  is  the  meafujre  of  the  greateft  im¬ 
portance,  both  in  itfelf  and  in  its  con- 
fequences  ;  referring  therefore  the  other 
plans  of  the  year  to  fome  future  hour, 
it  is  propofed  at  prefen t  to  examine  the 
conduct  oft  the  miniftry ,  with  regard  to 
this  act,  from  the  the  time  at  which 
they  came  into  office,  to  that  at  which 
it  was  repealed. 

If  this  is  done  without  partiality,  the 
perfons  whofe  conduct  is  examined  will 
have  no  reafon  to  complain  ;  they  efpe- 
cially  will  have  no  reafon  to  complain 

of 
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of  being  called  to  a  public  trial,  who 
are  perpetually  alluring  us  that  their  de¬ 
light,  their  merit,  and  their  fupport  is, 
that  they  polTefs  entirely  the  favour  of 
the  public.  To  dilp  rove  the  truth  of 
this  alfertion,  nec  enim  (to  ufe  the  words 
ot  Cicero)  populum  romanum  eJJ’e  ilium 
puto,  qui  conjtat  ex  iis  qui  mercede  condu- 
cuntur,  qui  impelluntur  ut  vim  offer  ant 
magifratibus,  ut  obfideant fenatum ;  and 
to  fhew  by  what  arts  they  gained,  for  a 
ihort  time,  the  appearance  of  popula¬ 
rity,  would  be  eafy  ;  but  it  is  of  little 
confequence  in  itlelf,  and  foreign  to 
the  prefen t  fubjedt ;  the  difcuffion  of 
which  will  however  determine  (which 
is  a  queflion  of  more  importance)  whe¬ 
ther  they  have  deferved  it. 

To  decide  on  the  merits  of  their  con¬ 
duct,  it  is  necelfary  that  the  Jlate  of  aj - 
j airs  Ihouid  be  known  ;  that  the  intelli¬ 
gence  received  from  America,  the  mode 
and  the  degree  of  the  rejijlance  there 
made,  the  wijhes  of  our  friends,  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  oppofers,  the  conduct  of  our 
officers,  Humid  be  Hated ;  efpecially 

that 
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that  the  inf  ructions  fent  by  the  minijlry 
in  confequence  of  the  informations  they 
had  received,  fhould  be  examined.  Up¬ 
on  thefe  grounds  this  enquiry  is  con¬ 
ducted  ;  whenever  a  faCt  is  aiferted,  the 
authorities  for  it  are  quoted  or  referred 
to;  authorities  fo  convincing  as  to  leave 
no  room  for  doubt ;  they  con  lift  of  let¬ 
ters,  minutes  of  councils ,  inf  ructions,  ad¬ 
vices,  orders,  tranfmitted  to  and  from 
America.  T’ranfcripts  of  thefe  are  now 
in  the  polfeffion  of  fo  many  perfons,  and 
the  power  of  conful ting  them  is  in  the 
reach  of  fo  many  more,  that  the  reader 
will  not  fufpeft  any  falfe  quotation  is 
attempted  in  circumftanees  which  ren¬ 
der  the  detection  of  it  fo  very  eafy. 
Some  of  thefe  are  inferted  in  the  appen¬ 
dix-,  from  others  extracts  only  are  made, 
with  references  in  the  notes  to  the  let¬ 
ters  themfelves,  and  credit  is  taken  from 
the  exaClnefs  of  them  upon  the  fame 
ground  ;  as  well  as  for  thofe  in  which 
the  names  of  the  writers  are  omitted  ; 
the  only  reafon  of  this  omiffion  is  to  avoid 
the  poffibility  of  informing  the  Ameri¬ 


cans 
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cans  (who,  it  is  feared,  do  not  want  this 
information)  by  what  channels  the  in¬ 
telligence  of  their  proceedings  was  con¬ 
veyed  to  us ;  for,  to  the  difgrace  of 
Great  Britain,  her  friends  and  advo¬ 
cates  in  one  of  her  provinces,  are  not  (it 
feems)  to  be  protected  or  avowed.  And 
furely  it  is  time  that  the  public  fhould 
receive  the  evidence  which  has  hitherto 
been  induftriouily  concealed  from  them, 
whilft  falfe,  though  poiitive  affertions, 
and  unmeaning  declamation  have  been 
fubftituted  in  its  place  :  it  is  time,  that 
having  heard  with  eagernefs  and  even 
with  partiality  the  claims  of  America , 
they  fhould  hear  with  patience,  at  leaft 
whilft  I  plead,  the  caufe  of  Great  Bri~ 
tain  ;  that  they  fhould  read  with  im¬ 
partiality,  whilft  I  ftate  very  fhortly, 
(not  the  ?neritst  for  they  are  belide  the 
prefent  queftion,  but)  the  principles 
and  progrefs  of  the Jlamp  all :  an  adt  to 
which  no  private  interefts,  no  party 
views,  nothing  but  public  motives 
could  give  rife ;  and  the  intentions  of 
which,  however  they  nvght  be  treated 

in 
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in  America ,  deferve  the  approbation  of 
every  inhabitant  of  Great  Britain. 

The  fir  ft  and  great  principle  of  all 
government,  and  of  all  fociety,  is,  that 
jupport  is  due  in  return  for  protection  ; 
that  every  fubjedt  fhould  contribute  to 
the  common  defence,  in  which  his 
own  is  included.  Nam  neque  quies  gen¬ 
tium  fne  armis,  neque  arma fine fiipendiis , 
neque  fiipendia  fine  tributis  haberi  queunt. 
Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  4.  It  was  neceffary, 
and  it  was  juft,  to  recur  to  this  princi¬ 
ple  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war.  It  was 
found  neceffary  to  maintain  upwards  of 
10000  men  for  the  defence  of  our  colo¬ 
nies  ;  an  expence  of  between  3  and  400, 
000  1.  per  ann.  great  part  of  which  was 
entirely  new,  was,  on  that  account,  to 
be  incurred  ;  it  was  juft  that  the  colo¬ 
nies  which  had  profited  fo  much  by 
the  war,  whofe  interefts,  commerce 


and  fecurity  had  been  the  firft  objedls  of 
the  peace ;  and  of  whofe  ability  to  bear 
at  leaft  fome  proportion  of  that  new 
expence  there  neither  was  nor  is  any 
reafon  to  doubt,  fhould  contribute  (not 

to 
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to  fupport  or  to  defend  Great  Britain 
but)  about  a  third  part  of  the  expence 
necefTary  for  their  own  defence  and  pro- 
tedtion, 

Upon  this  general  and  acknowledged 
principle,  and  upon  this  application  of 
it,  which  was  juft  in  itfelf,  and  which 
the  fituation  of  this  country  made  ne~ 
ceffary,  and  which  it  might  have  been 
expedted,  would  appear  neither  unrea- 
fonable  or  unpleafing  to  an  Englifii  ear, 
the  Jlamp  act  was  planned \  In  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  year  1764  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  impofing,  by  a  duty  on  ftamps, 
a  tax  on  America,  in  conformity  to 
uninterrupted  precedents  for  near  ico 
years.  Was  made,  and  thrown  into  the 
form  of  refolutidns.  At  that  time  the 
merits  of  this  queftion  were  opened  at 
large ;  thofe  who  have  lately  fo  loudly 
afferted  the  privileges  and  exemptions  ol 
America  were  then  publicly  called  upon 
to  deny,  it  they  thought  it  fitting,  the 
right  of  the  legiflature  to  impofe  any 
tax  either  internal  or  external  upon  that 
country  :  and  not  a  fingle  perfon  ven-> 

C  tured 
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lured  to  controvert  that  right.  A  year's 
delay  however  was  given,  that  any  in¬ 
formation  might  be  received  from  Ame¬ 
rica ,  with  regard  to  the  expediency  of  the 
particular  tax  propofed,  not  to  permit 
the  right  of  impoling  it  to  be  contro¬ 
verted.  This  dilKndtion  was  fully 
opened  at  that  time,  and  afterwards  ex¬ 
plained  to  the  agents  of  the  provinces. 

This  delay  was  however  abufed  by 
fome  of  the  Americans ;  and  when,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  17 65,  the 
plan  was  carried  into  execution  by  a  bill, 
feveral  petitions  from  America  which 
denied  their  right  of  irnpojing  taxes  on 
the  colonies ,  were  prefented  to  the  par¬ 
liament,  and  were  therefore  rejected 
without  a  divifion  ;  no  one  perj'on  having 
been  then  found,  in  either  houfe,  who 
would  declare  it  to  be  his  opinion  that 
America  was  not,  in  this  inftance,  fub- 
jedt  to  Great-Britain  h  In  1766  the  ail 

was 

a  And  yet  it  has  been  aflerted  that  this  oppofition 
would  have  been  made,,  if  fome  intelligence  relating 

to 
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was  repealed,  but  even  then  the  adini- 
nijlration,  determined  as  they  were  on 

C  2  the 


to  this  matter  had  not  been  fupprefled  at  that  time  ; 
as  this  was  publicly  faid,  the  public  is  to  be  in¬ 
formed  of  the  fa£t,  which  was  this. 

On  the  nth  of  December,  1764,  the  board  of 
trade  reported  to  the  king,  that  the  aflemblies  of 
Maffachufet’s  bay  andNew-York  had,  in  their  re~ 
folutions  and  proceedings  (copies  of  which  they  trans¬ 
mitted  with  the  report)  treated  the  acts  and  rejolutiom 
oj '  tJjg  legijlature  of  Grcat-ddmtain  with  the  mofl  indecent 
difrefpeft.  The  privy  council  advifed  the  king,  to 
give  directions  that  the  fame  he  laid  before  parliament ,  at 
fuel?  time  and  in  fuel?  manner  as  his  Ax aj ejly  f? 0 u Id  he 

pleafed  to  dir  eft  and  appoint. 

This  poftponed  the  laying  it  before  parliament, 

as  it  was  meant  to  do  ;  but  it  deprived  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  no  information,  for  the  ailemblies  had  m- 
flrudted  their  agents  here  to  prepare  petitions  in  tue 
fame  words  }  and  particularly  Mi.  Mauduit,  the 
agent  for  MafTachufet’s  bay,  was  dnc^icu  to  draw  bis 
principles  and  arguments  from  Mr.  Otis’s  book  of 
The  Rights  of  the  Colonies  (which  had  been  re¬ 
printed  here).  The  colonies  were  obeyed.  Peti¬ 
tions  were  prefented,  afferting  the  right  ot  freedom 
from  taxes  impofed  by  Great- Britain,  on  the  veiy 
grounds  of  the  refolutions  and  proceedings  which 
the  board  of  trade  had  tranfmitted  to  the  king  ;  thefe 

were  rcie&ed  by  parliament,  not  from  ignorance  ot 

their 
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the  repeal,  and  though  they  were  to 
carry  their  point  chiefly  by  the  affifU 
ance  of  that  gentleman  s  fpeeches  who 
denied  the  right  of  England  to  tax  the 
colonies,  were  however  obliged,  be-* 
fore  they  ventured  to  propofe  this  mea- 
fure  to  parliament,  to  prepare  the  way 
by  a  bill  ajferting  the  right  in  the  fulled; 
and  ftrongeft  terms. 

So 

their  contents,  but  becaufe  their  contents  were 
known  ;  becaufe  they  denied  the  power  of  Great- 
Britain.  No  information  was  with -held  therefore 
by  this  delay,  the  caufe  of  which  was  tendernefs  to 
the  colonies.  For  had  the  king  called  the  attention 
of  parliament  to  proceedings  in  which  their  adts 
were  t.eated  with  the  mod  indecent  difrefpeft  ;  their 
own  dignity  muft  have  drawn  from  them  votes  of 
cenfure  and  feverity  towards  the  offenders :  and 
therefore  the  minidry,  who  were  taking  the  proper 
methods  to  form  and  enforce  the  adt,  which  would 
have  diffidently  repreffed  the  claims  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  and  effectually  aflerted  the  dignity  and  au¬ 
thority  of  Great-Britain,  withheld  a  paper  which 
would  have  given  no  information  but  what  was 
given  in  a  manner  lefs  calculated  to  irritate  men$ 
minds, 
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So  that  however  the  public  may 
have  been  milled  by  the  authority  of 
names  quoted  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
quellion,  it  can  be  doubted  of  no 
longer ;  the  fupreme  legislature  has  af- 
ferted,  in  the  mofl:  explicit  and  folemn 
manner,  its  right  to  the  obedience  of 
its  American  fubjedts ;  and  therefore 
the  alTertions  of  particular  pcrfons ,  op- 
pofed  to  this,  not  only  deferve  that  dif- 
regard  which  they  will  meet,  who  pro¬ 
pagate  opinions  contrary  to  the  common 
declared  fenfe,  and  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  their  country,  but  become 
alfo  highly  criminal ;  for  it  is  now  as 
criminal  to  aflert  the  exemption  of  Ame¬ 
rica from  taxes  impofed  by  parliament,  as 
it  is  to  aflert,  that  parliament  had  no 
fight  to  repeal  the  ftamp  adt. 

The  right  of  Great-Britain  being 
eftablifhed  and  univerfally  acknowledged 
(except  by  about  fix  or  feven  voices)  it 
is  certain,  that  whatever  the  private 
opinions  of  particular  men  might  be,  it 

was 
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was  the  duty  of  every  fubjedt  to  have 
fubmitted  to  this  law  while  it  fubffiled ; 
and  the  duty  of  thofe  to  whom  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  it  was  committed,  to  have 
enforced  it. 

The  next  ftep  therefore  is  to  enquire 
whether  the  adminijiration  took  the 
meafures  proper  and  neceffary  to  pro¬ 
cure  due  obedience  to  a  law  in  which 
the  interefts  and  dignity  of  Great-Bri- 
tain  were  fo  deeply  concerned ;  or 
whether  they  are  guilty  of  having,  by 
negledt  and  connivance,  encouraged  a 
refiftance  to  her  authority,  and  ffiaked 
the  very  foundations  of  her  empire. 

To  judge  of  this,  it  is  neceffary  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  inftrudtions  and  orders  iliued 

by  the  f- - y  of  ft— e  for  the  fouthern 

department,  to  whom  this  important 
branch  of  our  dominions  is  officially 

entrufted. 

The  letters  of  Mr.  f - y  C - y 

are  of  three  dates  i  they  are  reprinted 

here. 
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here,  having  been  already  printed  in 
America.  The  firft  of  them  is  a  Jingle 
letter  to  governor  Fauquier ,  dated  Sep¬ 
tember  14,  1765  b.  On  the  24th  of 

Odtober,  1765,  the  f - y  wrote 

to  major  general  Gage  %  to  governor 
Bernard  d,  and  a  circular  letter  to  the 
governors  of  the  colonies  c;  and  on  the 
1 5th  of  December,  1765,  he  fent  let¬ 
ters  to  major  general  Gage f,  and  to 
lieutenant  governor  Colden s.  Of  this 
laft  an  extract  only  is  given,  the  reft  is 
omitted,  as  it  contains  a  cenfure  on  a 
particular  perfon. 

The  reader  will  juftly  be  furprifed, 
that  on  a  fubjedt  fo  important,  at  a 
time  fo  critical,  no  more  directions 
were  iffued ;  he  will  be  more  fo,  to 
find  that  the  letter  to  governor  Bernard, 
of  the  firft  date,  and  that  of  the  laft,  to 
general  Gage,  refer  to  thofe  of  the  24th 

of 
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b  See  Appendix,  No.  r.  c  See  Appendix,  No.  2. 
d  See  Appendix,  No.  3.  e  See  Appendix,  No.  4 
r  See  Appendix,  No.  5*  g  See  Appendix,  No,.  6. 
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of  Odtober,  1765,  for  inftrudtions,  (the 
letter  to  governor  Colden  is  on  a  parti¬ 
cular  fubjedlonly)  that  the  letter  of  the 
24th  of  Odtober,  1765,  though  addref- 
led  to  fo  many  different  governors,  pre- 
fiding  over  people  fo  different  in  their 
form  of  government ,  character  and  con¬ 
duct,  is  the  fame  to  each ;  and  indeed 
a  mere  fac  fmile  of  that  fent  to  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  Englifh  forces  •, 
that  in  fadt  only  one  inf  ruction  was  iffued 
during  that  period,  and  that  from  all 
his  eff'ays  on  obedience,  it  would  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  extradt  any  thing  which  could 
give  real  diredtions  or  affiflance  to  the 
governors,  whofe  condudt  was  to  deter¬ 
mine,  whether  the  empire  of  North 
America  fhould  be  retained  ia  obe¬ 
dience,  or  thrown  into  an  indepen - 
dance  fatal  to  themfelves  and  dangerous 
to  Great-Britain. 

For  the  fake  of  perfpicuity  and  of 
juftice,  the  method  obferved  is  this, 
before  each  letter  is  confidercd,  the  in- 

formation 
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formation  which  the  writer  of  it  had 
then  received  is  ftated ;  for  it  is  only 
by  thus  placing  ourfelves  in  his  fixa¬ 
tion,  that  we  can  form  an  impartial 
judgment  on  the  propriety  of  his  con¬ 
duct.  After  confidering  each  of  thefe 
diipatches,  there  is  thrown  together  the 
intelligence  received  fubfequent  to  any 
orders  given  by  him,  but  previous  to 

the  repeal  of  the Jiamp  act. 

«  «  %  , 

It  is  neceffary  to  begin  by  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  ftate  of  this  matter,  when 
the  f— Is  of  the  fouthern  department 

were  nut  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  C - v. 

1 

•  As  foon  as  the  Jiamp  a£l  had  received 
the  royal  ajfent,  which  was  on  the  2 2d. 
of  March ,  1765,  the  adminiffration 

which  had  planned  it  began  to  take  fuck 
meafures  as  might  moil  effectually  carry 
it  into  execution :  and  though  iuch 
complaints  of  the  future  burden  had 
been  received  from  America,  as  are  ever 
made  by  thofe  who  have  been  long  in¬ 
dulgently  exempted  from  bearing  any  ; 

D  and 
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and  though  fome  of  that  country  had 
proceeded,  even  to  deny  the  r  ght  of 
Great-Britain  to  impofe  them  ;  yet  the 
aot  was  not  yet  palled  ;  and  to  impofe 
and  to  fecure  the  collection  of  the  tax 
would  be  fo  effectual  a  vindication  of 
that  right,  that  in  lenity  to  the  colo¬ 
nies  any  feverer  animadverfion  on  their 
conduct  was  fparcd. 


‘This  a5i  had  given  a  jurifdiction  for 


the  recovery  of  the  penalties,  incurred 
by  the  breach  of  it,  to  the  fame  courts 
of  admiralty  which  for  near  a  century 
had  poifelled  that  jurifdiCtion  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  laws  of  revenue  and  trade. 
This  claufe  it  had  in  common  with  thole 
laws  wh.ch  had  formerly  palfed  refpect- 
ing  fubjects  of  the  like  nature ;  but 
(and  that  was  peculiar  to  this  act)  it 
provided  a  remedy  for  the  inconveniences 
and  abnjes ,  to  which  thofe  courts  might 
be  uable. 


While  our  colonies  were  few  in  num¬ 
ber,  and  fen  all  in  extent,  the  court  of 


a 


dmiralty 
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admiralty  could  never  be  far  diftant 
from,  nor  its  officers  unknown  to  the 
clients  in  that  court :  but  upon  the 
encreafe  of  them  to  their  prefent  great- 
nefs  of  territory  and  people,  it  had  been 
a  grievance  complained  of  by  the  per- 
fons  the  moil;  loyally  difpofed  to  the 
government  of  England,  that  the  dif- 
tance  of  many  of  the  provinces  from  the 
feat  of  this  court,  with  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  the  affifhnce  of  lawyers, 
muft  often  operate  l'o  as  to  bar  the 
jufteft  claim ;  and  deprive  the  fubjects 
of  their  property,  by  difibling  them 
from  profecuting  their  right  to  it.  Ano¬ 
ther  material  objection  arofe  from  the 
confutation  of  this  court ;  in  which  the 
judge  was  paid  by  a  poundage  of  the 
money  ariling  from  fuch  feizures  as 
were  condemned :  this,  as  it  made  it 
his  intereft  rather  to  condemn  than  to 
acquit,  if  it  did  not  influence  the  oe- 
cifions  of  the  judge,  took  from  them 
however  that  air  of  impartiality  which 
can  alone  fecurc  to  them  refpect. 

D  2  To 
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To  obviate  the  pofiibility  of  that 
fraud  and  opprefiicn  to  which  thefe 
circumftances  might  give  rife,  a  claufe 
had  been  inferted  in  the  ftamp  act, 
giving  a  power  of  forming  fuch  a  num¬ 
ber  of  courts  of  vice-admiralty,  as  might 
place  the  decifion  of  his  property  more 
within  the  reach  of  every  fubject  in 
America  ;  and  in  execution  of  this  de- 
fign,  thofe  who  were  then  commiffion- 
ers  of  the  treafury,  formed  and  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  privy  council  a  plan  for  ap¬ 
pointing  three  courts  of  vice  admiralty , 
with  proper  diftricts,  and  with  ample 
and  honourable  fixed  falaries  to  the 
judges,  in  lieu  of  all  fees  j  that  fo  fitu- 
ated,  and  fo  fupported,  applications 
to  them  might  be  lefs  expenfive  and  in¬ 
convenient,  and  their  decifions  lefs  fuf- 
pccted  \ 

The 


h  Even  this  provifion,  which  red  felled  a  real 
grievance,  which  had  been  feverely  felt  and  juftly 
complained  of,  was  rendered  ineffectual  in  fpitc  of 
all  rcprefentations,  becaufe  it  had  the  ill  fortune  to 
Hand  a  part  of  the  Jlamp  afi.  And  the  Americans, 

therefore 
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The  treafury,  after  confulting  the 
board  of  trade  and  the  agents  of  feveral 
of  the  colonies ,  next  applied  themfelves 
to  the  dividing  the  country,  in  which 
the  act  was  to  operate,  into  fuch  dif- 
tricts  as  might  be  mold  convenient  for 
the  receipt  of  the  revenue,  and  leaff 
troublefome  to  thofe  from  whom  it  was 
to  be  collected. 

After  receiving  and  confidering  the 
plans  of  the  ftamp  office,  who  were 
neceflarily  to  be  employed  in  it,  for 
carrying  the  law  into  execution,  they 
formed  fuch  inftructions  as  might  be 
adequate  to  the  occafions  of  the  officers 
to  whom  the  execution  of  it  was  to  be 
entrufled. 

The  choice  of  thefe  officers  was  of 
great  importance  ;  they  did  not  there¬ 
fore  proceed  to  this  haflily,  or  in  the 

com- 

therefore,  will  owe  the  grievances  which  they  fuiThr 
from  the  prefent  fituation  and  conflitution  of  the 
court  of  admiralty,  to  the  adminiliration  which  re¬ 
pealed  the  {lamp  adt. 


* 
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common  track  of  official  recommenda- 

* 

tion :  they  waited  till  they  received 
from  the  moff  refpected  men  in  each 
colony,  applications  in  favour  of  perfons 
of  the  bell  credit  in  it ;  and  they  com¬ 
plied  with  thele,  both  as  it  gave  the 
beft  fecurity  for  the  difcharge  of  the 
trull  to  be  committed  to  the  officers, 
and  as  it  might  much  facilitate  the  col¬ 
lection  of  the  duty. 


Whoever  reads  the  lift  of  diftributors 
appointed  on  this  occafion,  will  fee 
that  the  general  intention  was  to  be¬ 
llow  that  office  on  colonifts  :  this  would 
prevent  the  diflatisfaction  which  muft 
always  and  in  every  country  arife,  at 
feeing  offices  of  profit  in  the  collection 
of  a  duty  impofed  on  them,  thrown 
into  any  other  hands  than  their  own  ; 
and  would  engage  the  principal  men  in 
each  colony  to  fupport  the  perfon 
whom  they  had  themfelves  recommend¬ 
ed,  to  affift  the  execution  of  the  law, 

and  to  conciliate  to  it  the  minds  of 

• 

their  countrvxnen.  The  influence  of  this 


no  _ 
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meafure  would  be  the  more  extenSive, 
as  the  appointment  of  the  inferior  dis¬ 
tributors  was  necellarily  rcfted  in  the 
principal  distributor  for  every  province; 
the  perfons  appointed  by  him  would, 
it  is  probable,  be  his  friends,  neighbours 
or  dependants,  colonifts  alio ;  and  the 
fame  motives  would  engage  therefore 
throughout  the  country  a  number  ci 
colonifts  in  the  fame  caufe. 


* 


•  In  fact  it  appears,  that  this  defign 
was  generally  executed,  except  in  trie 


new  colonies,  in  which  description  No- 
va-Scotla  and  Georgia  are  included ;  in 


thefe  it  was  Scarcely  poffible  that  any 
natives  Should  be  found  capable  ot  exe¬ 
cuting  the  office  :  but  even  in  thefe  the 
principal  was  lb  ftrictly  adhered  to,  that 
in  Nova- Scotia  a  gentleman  was  laid  to 
be  therefore  appointed  becaufe  he  was 
one  of  the  fi  v&  jet  tiers  in  that  colony . 


( 


The  board  of  treafury  was  not  left 
attentive  to  the  other  qualification  o» 
their  officer,  that  he  Should  be  not  or- 

ly 
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ly  a  colonifl:,  but  recommended  by  per- 
ions  heft  acquainted  with,  and  moil 
concerned  and  refpected  in  the  feverai 
provinces  :  few  were  appointed  who 
were  not  either  of  the  council  or  the 
aiTembly.  The  reader,  perhaps,  does 
not  expect  to  be  informed  that  colonel 
Mercer  was  recommended  by  Mr.  Mon¬ 
tague ,  the  agent  for  Virginia,  in  the 
name  of  the  governor,  council,  and  aj - 
fembly  oj  that  province ;  winch  Mr. 
Mercer  himfelf  indited  on,  as  his  apo¬ 
logy  to  the  people  of  Virginia.  Dr. 
Franklyn,  Agent  for  PenJ'ylvania,  ap¬ 
plied  for,  and  fucceeded  in  behalf  of 
Mr.  Hughes.  Mr.  Coxe,  diiiributor  for 
New  jerfey,  owed  the  office  to  the  fol- 
licitation  of  the  fame  gentleman,  whole 
fon  was  then  governor  of  the  province ; 
and  h elides  the  application  of  Mr.  An¬ 
thony  Bacon,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Mac  Evers, 
for  diitrihator  of  Ncw-Tork,  I  nave  feen 
the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  MacEvers 
to  Air.  alderman  Barlow  'V recot  hie,  in 
which,  to  ufe  his  own  expreffion,  he 
repeats  his  great  obligations  to  that  al¬ 
derman. 
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derrhan,  for  having  him  nominated  a  dif- 
tributor  of  the  damps. 

In  the  purfuit  of  thefe  plans,  and 
before  the  officers  could  be  fent  with 
thofe  infractions  which  were  preparing 
for  them,  the  adminiftration  was  flop¬ 
ped  by  that  change  of  government,  of 
which,  as  the  author  of  it  is  dead,  I 
ffiall  only  fay,  that  by  placing  Mr. 

C - .y  in  the  office  of  f - — v  of 

for  the  fouthern  department,  it 
entrufted  the  execution  ot  a  lav/,  of  the 
greateft  importance  in  it  s  con  feculences, 
to  one  of  the  very  few  perfons  who  had 

oppofed  the  paffing  it.  The  confe- 
quence  has  been  fuch  as  might  have 
been  expected,  was  forefeen  by  think¬ 
ing  men,  and,  as  will  appear  from  the 
courfe  of  the  evidence,  defgned  by  the 
new  minifters. 


Previous  to  the  change  of  mmijtry,  not 
only  the  government  had  received  no 
intelligence  which  might  give  them 
reaibn.  to  fufpedt  ref  jinnee  in  America ; 


E 


but 
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even  the  per  Ions  who  were  afterwards 
the  mod  forward  in  magnifying  this 
refidance,  and  applying  the  arguments 
drawn  from  it  to  their  own  purpofes, 
had  then  no  expectation  of  it.  It  is  not 
poffible  to  fuppofe  that  Mr.  Trecothick , 
Mr.  Bacon,  Dr.  Franklyn,  who  folicited, 
colonel  Mercer,  and  Mr.  Meferve ,  who 
accepted  this  office,  would  either  have 
folicited  or  accepted  it,  if  they  had 
thought  they  ffiould  have  been  expofed 
to  that  violence,  which  the  negledt  of 
fome,  and  the  evil  intentions  of  others, 
afterwards  produced.  Another  and  dill 
dronger  proof  arifes  from  the  tedimonies 
of  thofe  who  were  the  bed;  informed  of 
the  progrefs,  and  mod  intereded  in  the 
fuccefs,  of  this  aCt  in  America.  It  is 
the  opinion  of  almod  every  officer  there, 
that  it  would  be  obeyed  ;  an  opinion 
given  at  a  period  of  time  l'ubfequent  to 
this,  and  even  after  an  avowed  refid- 
ance  to  it  had  been  railed,  negleCted  and 
encouraged.  It  would  be  endlels  to 
quote  all  thefe  opinions,  fome  of  them 
may  be  necefiary,  a  few  will  be  fufficient. 

In 
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In  a  letter  from  New -York 1  it  is  faid, 
Yhe  people  now  begin  to  cool  a  little ,  and 
Jome  of  the  mojl  confiderable  of  them  to 
think  how  they  fall  do  their  oiifinefs  after 
the  firft  of  November,  and  cannot  conceive 
of  any  method  of  doing  it  without  making, 
life  of  Jlamped  paper  ;  never  was  an  acl 
better  made  to  execute  it f elf  than  this  is. 

Another  writer  from  New  England k 

o 

(after  a  very  exadt  defcription  of  the 
pains  taken  to  prevent  the  execution  of 
the  law)  fays,  1  cannot  help  thinking  that 
when  a  clear  reprefentation  of  the  mife - 
ries  which  await  the  province,  if  the 
fiamp  acl  is  not  executed  at  its  day,  fall 
be  made  to  them,  they  cannot  but  be 
alarmed ;  and  muf  facrifce  their  preju¬ 
dices  and  their  popularity  too,  if  necefary, 
to  Jave  their  country  from  immediate  ruin • 


In  the  colony  in  which  the  inful ts  on 
irovernment  had  been  moll  violent,  a 

o  7 

_  »  *- 

E  2  perfon 

i  See  letter  to  the  commiflioners  of  ftahips,  dated 
September  30,  1  765. 

k  See  letter  to  the  lords  of  trade,  dated  September 

'v  % 
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tperfon  well  acquainted  with  thefe  out-, 
rages  follicits  the  appointment  of  dis¬ 
tributor  of  ftamps  for  the  province,  of 
which  the  mob  had  forced  a  resignation 
from  another  hand ;  ‘that  '  (thefe  are 
his  words)  I  may  likewfe  enjoy  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  that  office  when  it  is  quietly 
fubmitted  to,  as  no  doubt  it  will  be  in  a 
few  months , 

A  letter  from  Virginia  has  this  paf- 
fage  m,  I  am  not  altogether  without  hopes 
that  the  difrefs  they  will  feel,  on  a  total 
Jlagnation  cf  bnfnefs,  will  open  their  eyes , 
and  pave  the  way  for  the  a£l  executing 
itjelj ;  jor  I  am  credibly  informed,  that 
fome  op  the  moft  bufy  men,  in  oppojing  the 
reception  of  the  ft  amps,  are  already 
alarmed  at  the  conjequences  of  the  impru¬ 
dent  fleps  they  have  taken. 

Even 

J-See  letter  to  the  commiffioners  of  {lamps,  dated 
Nevy-York,  October  26, 1765. 

»  See  a  letter  to  the  lords  of  trade,  dated  Novem¬ 
ber  8,  1765. 
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£ven  lb  late  as  December,  1765,  ano¬ 
ther  n  letter  from  New-York  has  thefe 
words ;  Since  that  time  nothing  has  been 
done ,  and  we  have  waited  to  Jee  the  law 
execute  itfelf,  which  I  am  perfuaded  it 
mufi  do  jhortly  for  the  fujpenjion  of  it 
has  occafioned  fo  many  inconveniences  here , 
in  every  branch  of  bufnefs,  that  they  do 
already  begin  to  be  fever  cly felt , 

Thefe  circumfances,  fays  the  fame  per- 
fon  °,  induce  me  to  think  that  the  face  of 
affairs  will  change  very  joon,  and  I  hope 
in  my  next  letter  to  give  a  more  favoura¬ 
ble  account  of  our  proceedings. 

And,  to  clofe  this  point  with  an  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  ilronEjeft  kind,  the  council 
and  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  Mafacbu- 
fef  s  bay  ipeak  thus  of  the  a£t p  of  the 
former  feffions,  granting  certain  duties 

in 

n  See  a  letter  from  New-York  to  the  lords  of  the 
treafury,  dated  December,  1765. 

0  See  letter  to  Mr.  Conway,  dated  December  21, 
*765- 

*  See  addrefs,  dated  November  3,  1764* 
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in  the  EJritifh  colonies  and  plantations 
in  America :  To  which  aft  we  humbly 
apprehend  we  may  propofe  our  objections , 
at  the  fame  lime  we  acknowledge  our  duty 
to  yield  obedience  to  it  while  it  continues 
unrepealed. 

% 

This  was  the  hate  of  affairs  when 
that  minijlry  was  removed ;  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  removing  them  was  declared  in 
the  middle  of  May,  1765.  The  next 
adminijlration  came  into  office  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  July ;  Mr.  C - y  s  letter, 

which  gives  notice  of  his  appointment 
to  the  fouthern  department,  is  dated 
the  1 2th  of  that  month. 

They  had  reafon  to  know,  from  the 
intelligence  of,  and  feveral  letters  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  Jeer  et  ary  of  fate's  of  ice, 
that  the  objections  to  the  famp  aft  were 
of  three  kinds;  the firfi  arofe  from  the 
opinion  9  that  the  powers  given  by  that 
aft,  to  the  court  of  vice-admiralty  con- 

flituted 

•s  See  petition  of  council  and  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives  of  Maiuchufet’s  bay 
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ftituted  over  all  America,  would  be 
grievous  to  the  fubjedt  from  the  great 
distance  of  that  court,  and  would  dif- 
tinguilh  the  fubjedts  in  the  colonies  from 
thofe  inGreat-Britain  by  depriving  them 
of  a  trial  by  jury;  the  fecond  from  the 
fear  that  it  would  exhauft  the  provinces 
of  their  fpecie;  and  the  third  from  their 
claim  to  the  privilege  of  judging  of 
their  own  ability,  and  of  having  the 
foie  right  of  impoiing  taxes  on  them- 
felves.  To  obviate  the  two  firft  of  thefe 
objedtions,  nothing  was  required  of 
them  but  to  execute  the  provifoes  of  the 
adt,  and  thofe  other  meafures  which 
the  former  minijtry  had  already  begun. 
With  regard  to  the  firft,  they  had  only 
to  remind  them  that  a  jurifdidtion  had 
been  afiigned  to  the  judges  of  the  court 
of  admiralty,  upon  the  laws  of  revenue 
and  of  trade,  without  juries,  for  near  a 
century  paft  r.  The  reafon  for  putting 
thefe  caufes  in  a  courfe  of  trial  without 

any- 

r  Sec  letter  to  fccretary  of  ft  a  te,  dated  November 
je,  1764. 
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Any  jury ,  undoubtedly  arofe  from  an  tip* 
prehenjion  that  juries,  in  theje  cafes ,  were 
not  to  be  trufed:  the  force  of  this  reafon 
may  be  abated ,  but  I  cannot  think  that  it 
is  wholly  defrayed :  no  candid  man  wills 
I  believe ,  take  upon  him  to  declare,  that 
at  this  time  an  American  jury  is  impart 
tial  and  indifferent  enough  to  determine 
upon  frauds  in  trade.  Thefe  are  the 
words  of  a  very  well  informed  and  can¬ 
did  judge.  They  might  have  informed 
them,  that  it  is  fo  far  from  being  true,- 
that  the  fubjedts  in  North- Am  erica,  by 
being  deprived  in  thefe  cafes  of  trials  by 
jury,  are  in  that  refpedt  diftinguifhed 
from  their  fellow  fubjedts  in  Great -Bria 
tain  ;  that  in  this  very  instance  of  the 
ftamp  duties,  the  penalties  are,  by  the 
laws  now  in  force  for  colledting  them 
in  Great-Britain,  recoverable  alfo  with¬ 
out  trial  by  jury,  as  well  as  on  all  the 
laws  of  excife,  and  many  others  refpedt- 
ing  the  public  revenue  in  Great-Britain. 

With  regard  to  the  feat  and  the  fup- 

port  of  the  court,  the  former  lords  of 

the 
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the  treafury  had  made  a  reprefentation  to 
his  Majejly  in  council  (founded  on  a 
claufe  inlerted  in  the  ilamp  a£t  for  this 
very  purpofe)  hating  s  the  expediency 
of  giving  the  judges  in  America  fuffi- 
cient  and  honourable  falaries  in  lieu  of 

i  '■*  «.  f 

all  poundage  and  fees,  and  of  eftablifh- 
ing  three  different  courts  of  vice-admi¬ 
ralty,  with  proper  diltridts  annexed  to 
each.  Had  the  fucceeding  minijlers 
condefcended  to  execute,  on  this  plan, 
the  laws  of  their  country,  a  plan  which 
had  been  fully  opened  and  approved  in 
parliament  at  the  time  when  the  ilamp 
a£t  was  propofed,  all  the  diflatisfadtioii 
and  clamour  which  arofe  from  mifre- 
prefentation  on  thefe  points  had  been 
remedied. 


It  would  have  Calmed  the  fears  which 
Were  expreffed,  that  the  colonies  would 
be  drained  of  their  fpecie,  if  the  mi  nil- 
try  had  iffued  to  the  feveral  offcers  the 

F  direc- 


s  See  memorial  from  the  commiffioncrs  of  the  trca- 

i 

fury  to  the  privy  council,  dated  July  4,  1765. 
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directions  which  the  late  commiffioners 
of  the  treafury  had  given  on  this  fubjed, 
viz.  '  'That,  in  order  to  obviate  the  incon¬ 
venience  of  bringing  into  this  kingdom  the 
money  to  be  raifed  by  the ft  amp  duties,  all 
the  produce  of  the  American  duties,  ari- 
fing  or  to  arife  by  vertue  of  any  Britijh  act 
oj  parliament,  Jhould from  time  to  time  be 
paid  to  the  deputy  pay-mafer  in  America , 
to  defray  the  fubfftence  of  the  troops ,  and 
any  military  expences  incurred  in  the  colo¬ 
nies . 

The  la  ft  objection  which  arofe  from 
the  claim  oi  the  colonies  to  an  exemp¬ 
tion  from  taxes  impofed  by  parliament, 
was  to  be  treated  in  a  different  manner  -r 
as  the  two  former  were  to  be  obviated 
by  explanations,  this,  now  the  ad  irn- 
pofing  a  tax  was  palled,  was  to  be  re- 
p relied  by  authority.  They  faw  that  a 
part  of  the  Americans  was  impatient  of 
thole  reftridions,  which  it  is  the  intereft 
of  the  whole  empire  to  impofe  with  re- 

o' a  rd 

t»a 
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gard  to  their  commerce ;  the  late  regu¬ 
lations  of  their  trade  had  been  peti¬ 
tioned  againft  as  grievous  and  opprelTive, 
becaufe  they  contradi&ed  their  illicit 
views  ;  and  from  the  general  temper  of 
that  country  it  appeared,  that  it  was 
neceffary  to  hold  the  rein  with  a  tem¬ 
perate  but  firm  hand.  Butbefides  this, 
the  full  eft  accounts  were  foon  received 
of  the  turbulent  and  feditious  behaviour 
of  a  part  of  America.  So  early  as  the 
27th  of  July,  1765,  a  copy  oftherefo- 
lutions  of  the  colony  of  Virginia  was 
tranfmitted  to  the  miniftry,  in  which 


the  right  of  the  parliament  of  Great- 
Brifain  to  tax  that  colony  is  abfolutely 
denied  :  thefe  reflations  are  printed  in 
the  appendix  The  Governor  had 


thought  it  neceffary  to  diflolve  an  afieny- 
bly  capable  of  fuch  an  inlult  on  the 
legiflature  of  Great-Britain :  at  the 
time  this  pacquei  arrived  no  board  os 
trade  exifted,  and  the  papers  were  there¬ 
fore  carried  immediately  to  the  1  ecretary 

■  F  2  '  pf 
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of  date.  As  foon  as  a  new  board  of 
trade  was  formed  they  rep  refen  ted  to 
the  King  in  council  that,  w  ‘Thefe  rejo? 
hit  ion  f,  as  they  contain  an  absolute  difa- 
vo-wal  of  the  right  of  the  parliament  of 
Great- Britain  to  impoje  taxes  upon  her 
colonies ,  and  a  daring  attack  upon  the 
conjlitution  of  this  country ,  appear  to  us 
to  r  e quire  an  immediate  and jerious  atten- 
t ion ;  and  whatever  further  meaf tires 
your  Mayefy  may ,  with  the  advice  of  your 
council,  judge  proper  to  be  taken  either  for 
exprefjing  your  royal  disapprobation  of 
thefe  proceedings,  or  for  preventing  the 
fatal  conjequences  which  they  naturally 
tend  to  produce,  we  think  it  our  duty  to 
fubmit  to  yourSMajefy' s  coif  deration,  whe¬ 
ther,  in  the  mean  time,  it  may  not  be 
expedient  to  dijpatch  immediate  injlrudtions 
to  your  Majrffs ferns  ants  in  your  Mayefy’ s 
colony  of  Virginia ,  who  may  be  concerned 
in  enforcing  the  execution  of  the  law  for 
levying  the  duty  upon  ftamps,  that  they 
do  each  in  their  fever  a l  department,  in 

Jup- 


w  See  the  Reprefcntatjon  of  the  board  of  trade, 
dieted  A’Jgurt  27,  2765. 
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fupport  of  the  authority  of  parliament, 
vigor oufiy  exert  t  hemp  elves,  and,  with 
besoming  refolution  upon  every  occalion , 
exaSl  a  due  obedience  to  all  the  laws  oj  the 
land. 

But  even  this  was  not  the  only  incite- 
ment  to  vigour  which  was  given  to  ad- 
miniftration ;  a  much  ftronger  was  to 
be  drawn  from  the  intelligence  they 
received  of  the  ilate  of  that  province  ; 
they  faw  from  it  that  thefe  refolutions 
which  afiert  an  independence  upon 
England,  were  meant  to  be  not  merely 
verbal  alfertions,  but  principles  of  ac¬ 
tion  ;  they  were  accompanied  by  a  moil 
alarming  defcription  which  was  given 
of  the  fituation  of  the  colony,  by  one 
of  the  perfons  bell  acquainted  with  it  \* 
The  mojl  Jolemn  treaties  (he  writes)  with 
our  Indian  neighbours  have  been  mojl  pub¬ 
licly  violated.  The  violators  of  the  trea¬ 
ty  and  public  peace  have  been  as  publicly 

relcued 

mJ 

x  See  letter  to  the  f— — y  of  f—  e,  dated  June 
?4>  1765,  received  Augult  8,  1765. 
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refcued  out  of  the  hands  of  juflice.  Go¬ 
vernment  is  fet  at  open  defiance,  not  hav¬ 
ing  firength  in  her  hands  to  enforce  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  lares  of  the  community .  But 
even  this  defeription,  alarming  as  it 
was,  joined  to  the  certain  evil  conse¬ 
quence  and  great  danger  of  delay,  could 
not  awaken  the  adminiftration  to  the 
diicharge  of  their  duty.  The  letter 
which  was  written  on  this  occafion  ' , 
inltead  of  endeavouring  to  reprefs  by  au¬ 
thority  this  open  defection  in  a  provin¬ 
cial  affembly;  inftead  of  encouraging  the 
officers  to  the  performance  of  their  duty, 
inltead  of  reprefenting  the  punishments 
due  to  difobedience,  takes  that  languid 
tone  which  mult  appear  the  efredt  of 
inability  to  maintain  the  empire  cf 
Great-Britain,  or  of  a  formed  refolution 
to  lacrifice  it. 


The  f - y,  in  diredt  contradidtion 


to  the  papers  immediately  before  him, 
calls  the  reflations  the  of  spring  of  the 

violence 


y-  See  Appendix,  No.  i 
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* violence  of  fomc  individuals ,  and  treats 
the  colonifts  as  diipoied  to  pay  a  wife 
and  -yirtuous  obedience ;  in  tha  very 
important  and  critical  hour*  when  the 
eyes  of  all  America  mu  ft  be  turned  on 
the  reception  which  fuch  refolutions  as 
thofe  of  Virginia  fhould  meet  with  in 
England,  and  on  the  conduft  which  a 
new  minifry  would  hold  towards  the 
Colonies,  to  take  from  thence  inftruc- 
lions  for  their  future  behaviour  ;  when 
they  were  to  be  retrained  within  the 
bounds  of  a  dutiful  fubmiffion,  or  ex¬ 
cited  to  refolutions  of  equal  violence  by 
the  fate  of  thefe,  he  takes  no  hep  to 
check  their  licence,  or  encourage  their 
obedience. 


Intelligence  had  been  received,  that 
new  and  unconftitutional  principles  were 
avowed  by  the  colony  of  Virginia  ;  the 
principles  of  independence  on  England r 
and  exemption  from  taxes  imp  fed  by  the  . 
Britijh  parliament ;  that  many  outrages 
had  been  committed  in  that  colony; 
and  upon  the  whole,  that  government 

was 
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•was  Jet  at  open  dejiance.  Upon  this  in-' 
telligence  it  was  his  duty  to  have  given 
immediate  fupport  to  government,  to 
have  ailerted  the  rights  of  England,  and 
to  have  maintained  them  by  holding 
out  rewards  to  the  obedient,  punish¬ 
ment  to  the  feditious;  by  giving  acti¬ 
vity  to  the  civil,  and,  if  neceflary,  to 
the  military  power ;  efpecially  and  di- 
redtly  to  have  fent  the  molt  politive  in¬ 
structions  to  the  officers  to  exabl  a  due 
obedience  to  the  laws  oj  the  land. 

It  would  fcarcely  be  credited,  were  not 
the  faCts  before  the  public,  that,  after 
waiting  from  the  27th  of  July  to  the 
14th  of  September,  before  he  returned 
any  reply,  the  reply  gives  the  officer 
to  whom  it  was  written  neither  instruc¬ 
tion  nor  encouragement ;  that  it  does 
not  even  contain  a  direction  to  affert  the 
authority  of  government,  which  had 
been  defied,  or  to  exact  a  fubmiffion  to 
the  laws  and  legislature,  which  had  been 
renounced ;  a  rej'pedl  to  parliament ,  a 
confidential  reliance  of  the  colonies  on  the 

mother-" 
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mother  country,  thele  are  the  ftrcngeft 

expreffions  in  which  the  f- - y  of 

Great-Britain  claims  the  obedience  of 
her  fubjedts  :  and,  lelb  even  thefe  Ihould 
feem  to  countenance  any  exertion  of 
authority,  he  takes  care  to  difclaim 
giving  any  direction  in  them ;  he  will 
not  pretend  to  give  any  advice  or  injlruc- 
tions  on  thefe  Jubjecls  -,  but  refers  the 
governor  to  an  inllrudtion  to  be  here¬ 
after  received  from  the  privy  council. 
The  queffion  was,  whether  the  colonies 
are  independent  of  the  adts  of  the  legi¬ 


slature  of  Great-Britain  ?  A  quell  ion 
which,  after  fo  many  adts  of  parlia¬ 
ment  immediately  refpedting  and  bind¬ 
ing  the  colonies,  no  fubjedt  of  C  reat- 
Britain  could  lawfully  bring  into  debate, 

V  O  ^ 

except  in  one  of  the  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and  concerning  which  they 
ihould  leaft  of  all  have  appeared  to 
doubt,  to  whom  the  execution  cf  the 
laws  had  been  entrufted  by  the  King, 


merit  and  the  kingdom  for  the  fuppoi  t  of 
their  authority.  The  making  this  a 

-  G  queftion. 
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queffion,  and  referring  to  a  privy  coun¬ 
cil  for  a  future  decifion  of  that  on  which 
the  legiflaturs,  had  decided  already  fo 
frequently  and  fo—  expj^lsly,  tended 
therefore  only  to  inform  the  officer  that 
he  could  not  depend  either  on  direction 
or  fupport  from  England  ;  and  that  it 
was  Hill  a  doubt  if  the  government  of 
this  kingdom  would  alfert  her  rights. 
Another  proof  that  procraftination  alone 
was  intended,  arifes  from  hence ;  the 
Virginia  refolutions  were  received  July 
27,  1765^  this  important  matter,  which 
the  board  of  trade  had  reprefented  as 
requiring  immediate  and ferious  attention, 
and  the  difpatch  of  immediate  inJlruSlmis ; 
and  which  mud;  have  appeared  to  the 
miniftry  to  require  them,  as  foon  as 
they  were  acquainted  with  it ;  inllead 
of  being  immediately  attended  to,  was 
referred  to  the  privy  council ;  but  it  was 
not  even  referred  to  them  till  September 
6,  1765,  and  no  report  was  made  up¬ 
on  it  till  Odlober  3.  The  report  when 
made  is,  That  this  matter  was  not  with¬ 
in  the  decifion  of  the  privy  council  to 

whom 


[-47  ]- 

whom  it  had  been  refen  cd ;  a.  repoit 
made  by  the  very  minifters  who  referred 
it  to  that  board  ;  and  in  which,  from 

his  office,  the  f - y  has  the  lead. 

The  words  of  it  are  thefe  ft  This  is  a 
matter  of  the  uimojl  importance  to  the 
kingdom  and  leg if  at  are  oj  Great- amain  ; 
and  of  too  high  a  nature  for  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  your  Majejiy  in  your  privy  coun¬ 
cil,  and  is  proper  only  for  the  confdera- 
tion  of  parliament.  It  was  for  the  fake- 
of  this  decifion  that  the  f- - y  deferred 


fo  long  a  matter  of  fo  much  confe- 
quence;  a  decifion  which  he  mu  ft  have 
known  at  the  time  he  wiote  ms  leliei 
to  the  governor  of  "V  irginia ;  a  fuller 
proof  cannot  be  imagined  that  a  timid 
and  fatal  delay  was  all  that  was  intend¬ 
ed  ;  and  that  at  the  very  time  when  he 
a  (lured  the  officer  that  he  would  receive 
the  fulleft  inftru&ions  from  the  wifdom 


of  the  privy  council,  he  knew  that 
board  would  have  too  much  wilooin  to 
ilTue  any  upon  a  matter  of  too  high  a 

G  2  nature 


7-  Sec  report  of  committee  oi  privy  council/  dated 
O&ober  3*  1765. 
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nature  for  their  determination.  I  faid 
he  mufl  have  known  that  deciiion  when 
he  wrote  the  letter  j  and  1  faid  this,  not 
only  becaufs  he  probably  knew  what 
that  report  would  be  which  he  was  to 
diredt ;  but  chiefly  becaufe  it  would  be 
indeed  extraordinary  if  the  f- _ y  0f 

f — e  could  be  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
powers  of  his  own  office,  and  of  the 
privy  council.  It  is  not  neceffary  to  be 
of  that  council  to  know  that  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  laws  is  by  the  conftitution 
reiled  in  the  King,  and  delegated  bv 
him  to  the  Officers  in  each  department; 

pi  vy  council  cannot  deliberate 

upon  tbs  laws ,  though  they  can  afTfi! 
tne  execution  or  them ;  and  therefore 
tnat  it  was  lmpofiible  for  the  privy 
council  to  make  any  other  report  than 
that  which  they  did  make.  But  it  was 

in  the  power  of  the  f- - y  of  f- _ e  to 

enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws,  it 
was  his  duty ;  he  was  called  upon  to 
peifoim  this  duty  by  the  importance  of 
t.iS  obiedt,  and  the  exp  refs  reprefenta- 
tions  of  the  board  of  trade  :  and  the 


referring 


referring  it  therefore  to  the  privy  coun¬ 


cil  could  only  be  meant  to  weaken  by 
delay  a  right,  which  he  would  nc. 
port,  and  durft  net  furrender. 


c  iUD— 


It  is  lenity  to  the  f- — — y  to  attribute 


his  reference  and  letter  to  this  motive; 
to  grant  that  he  wrote  it  in  direct  contra¬ 
diction  to  his  own  knowledge;  and  that 
he  intended  the  governor,  to  whom  it  is 
writ,  fhould  expedt  as  little  inftrudtion 
from  the  decifon  or  the  privy  council, 
as  he  himfelf  knew  it  would  contain. 


It  was  indeed  impoffible  for  him  to 
intend  or  with  that  the  governor  fhould 
underftand  the  words  of  the  letter  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  plain  and  obvious  feme, 
becaufe  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to 
wiffi  that  the  governor  fhould  think  him 
capable  of  avowing  principles  fo  full  of 
treason  and  of  danger  :  for  if  this  letter 
indeed  meant  what  it  expreiles,  if  it 
was  deligned  to  turn  the  eyes  of  the 
officers  of  the  crown  from  the  known 
ano  permanent  authority  of  parliament, 

to 
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to  an  inferior  board ;  to  teach  them  to 
look  for  directions  for  their  conduCt  not 
to  the  laws  of  their  country,  but  to  the 
inhrudfions  of  a  privy  council ;  he  mull 
be  told  that  this  principle,  which  attri¬ 
butes  to  the  king  in  council  the  power 
of  difpenjing  with  the  laws  oj  the  land, 
is  the  high  eft  treafon  againft  the  hate ; 
that  it  colt  king  James  the  fecond  his 

crown,  and  might  coh  him  his  head. 

♦ 

The  next  advices  from  America  were 
fuch  as  might  have  been  expected  to 
arife  from  the  negligence  of  tne  admi- 
nihration  in  Great -Britain.  A  letter 
addrelfed  immediately  to  the  fecretary 
of  hate  informed  him,  that  the  capital 
of  the  province  from  whence  it  was 
written  had  fhaken  off  all  fubjedtion  to 
the  laws  both  of  trade  and  police,  a  ‘Two 
or  three  months  ago ,  lays  the  writer  oi 
it,  I  thought  that  this  people  would  have 
fubmitted  to  the  Jlamp  adl  without  actual 

oppoJition% 

a  See  letter  to  the  fecretary  of  (late,  dated  Auguft 
I53  j65  received  October  14,  17^5* 
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cppojition.  Murmurs  indeed  were  conti¬ 
nually  heard ,  hut  they  feemed  to  he  fuch  as 
in  time  would  die  away ;  but  the  pub¬ 
lishing  the  Virginia  resolu¬ 
tions  PROVED  AN  ALARUM  BELL  TO 
the  disaffected.  From  that  time 
an  infamous  weekly  paper,  which  is  printed 
here,  has  fwarmed  with  libels  of  the  mof 
atrocious  kind:  thefe  have  been  urged 
with  fo  much  vehemence,  and  fo  induf- 
trioujly  repeated,  that  I  have  confdered 
them  as  preludes  to  aSlion  ;  but  I  did  not 
think  that  it  would  have  commenced  fo 
early,  or  been  carried  to  fuch  lengths  as 
it  has  been.  Then  follows  an  account 
of  the  particulars  of  the  riot,  and  of  the 
infults  which  were  offered  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  revenue,  merely  becaufe 
they  were  officers  :  but  thefe  particu¬ 
lars,  as  they  are  not  immediately  ef- 
fential  to  the  prefent  fubjedt,  and  are 
in  the  highell:  degree  difgraceful  to 
Great-Britain,  are  here  omitted ;  but 
may  be  found  in  the  letters  to  the 

1 - y  of  f — e,  dated  Auguft  15,  16, 

1765,  received  the  14th  of  Gdtober  : 


it 


>  i  . .  ••  ■  /.-• . 


[  5*  3 

it  is  however  neceflary  that  the  reader 
ihould  fee  the  general  lituation  of  the 

province,  as  defcribed  in  the  fame  let- 

"  * 

ter.  Every  one  agrees  that  this  riot  has 
exceeded  all  others  known  here,  both  in 
the  vehemence  of  ddt ion  and  rnifckievoufnefs 
of  intention ;  and  never  had  any  mob  Jo 
many  abettors  of  confeqnence  as  this  is Jup- 
pofed  to  have  had.  It  is  /aid  there  were 

1  t 

gentlemen  aft  or  s  in  this  fcene,  dif- 
gnifed  with  trowfers  and  jackets  on,  be- 
fides  a  much  larger  number  behind  the 
curtain . — The  common  talk  is,  that  the 
Jlamp  aft  Jhall  not  be  executed  here  ; — 
that  the  man  who  offers  a  jlampt  paper  to 
Jell  will  immediately  be  killed ; — that  all 
the  power  of  Great-Britain  fall  not 
oblige  them  to  fubmit  to  the  fiamp  adt ; 
— that  they  will  die  upon  the  place. — In 

TRUTH  IT  WILL  BE  IMPOSSIBLE  TO 
ATTEMPT  TO  CARRY  THE  ACT  INTO 
EXECUTION  UNTIL  FRESH  ORDERS 
AND  POWERS  ARE  COME  FROM  ENG¬ 
LAND.  The  fame  perfon,  in  a  fubfe- 
cuent  h  letter  adds,  I  mention  all  thefe 

parti- 

b  Sec  letter  to  fccretary  of  (fate,  dated  Auyuft 
22 y  received  October  Aj,  17 65. 
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particulars ,  that  your  lordfip  may  judge 
yourf elf  from  real  circumftances  ;  but  it  is 
my  opinion ,  that  the  worfl  that  can  hap - 
pen  Jhould  be  expebled,  and  provided 
againfl. — -I  prefume  that  after  this ,  the 
authority  of  an  American  government  will 
never  be  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  people. 


This  violence  of  proceeding,  and  the 
refolutions  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
province  of  Maffacbujet’s  bay ,  which 
were  fimilar  to  thofe  of  Virginia,  were 
referred  to  the  privy  council,  by  the  Board 
of  Trade,  on  the  l  ft  and  nth  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1765.  That  boaid,  at  the  fame 
time,  reprefented  them  to  be  of  dange¬ 
rous  tendency,  efpecially  as  connected  wn  h 
the  fpirit  which  had  appeared  throughout 
the  whole  condubl  of  this  affembly ; — and 
is,  in  truth ,  a  daring  attack  upon  the 
confutation  of  this  country, — and  in  what¬ 
ever  light  thefe  dijiurbances  are  viewt  d, 
whether  in  rejpeci  of  the  avowed  objebt, 
which  the  perpetrators  and  abettors  of 
them  declare  to  be  a  general  refolution  to 


oppo/e  and  prevent  the  execution  of  an  ail 

H  of 
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of  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  -,  or 
in  refpedl  oj  the  Jlate  of  government  and 

mag f  racy  there,  which  - repre- 

Jents  to  be  utterly  incapable  of  re  fifing  or 
Jupprefing  thefe  tumults  and  diforders 
they  were  of  fuch  high  importance,  that 
no  time  was  to  be  lof  in  directing  fuch 
meafures  as  might  be  mof  prudent  and 
effectual. 

Thefe  reprefentations  contain  fo  juft 
a  ftate  of  this  important  matter  at  that 
time,  and  of  the  impreffion  which  the 
intelligence  from  America  mult  make 
on  all  thofe  whom  the  molt  obltinate 
prejudice  had  not  hardened,  that  they 
are  printed  in  the  Appendix  c. 

By  this  time  the  flame  had  begun  to 
fpread,  and  to  threaten  all  thofe  who 
were  concerned  in  the  colle&ion  of  any 
part  of  the  revenue  :  one  of  the  officers 
in  America  gave  information  i,  not  only 

that 

c  See  Appendix,  No.  8,  No.  9. 

11  See  letter  to  board  of  trade,  dated  Auguft  31, 
received  about  the  8th  of  October. 
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that  THE  PRINCIPAL  PEOPLE  OF  THE 

town  of  Boston  publicly  avowed  and 
jujlifad the  act  of  demolijhing  Mr.  Oliver  s 
(the  distributor  of  Stamps)  houfe,  but 
that  all  kinds  of  ill  humours  were  Jet  on 
float ,  every  thing  that  j'or  years  pajl  had 
been  the  caufe  of  any  popular  difcontent 
was  revived. — It  feems  the  mob  had  fet 
down  no  lej's  than  15  houfes,  in  or  near 
the  town,  to  he  attacked  the  next  night , 

AMONG  WHICH  WAS  THE  CUSTOM¬ 
HOUSE,  AND  THE  HOUSES  OF  SOME 
OF  THE  MOST  RESPECTABLE  PERSONS 
IN  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

A  perfon  immediately  concerned  in 
the  collection  of  the  cuftoms  writes 
thus e ;  I  confide r  their  fury  agairft  me  to 
proceed  from  my  capacity  as  an  officer  of 
the  cuftoms ,  and  the  check  I  am  ofcourfe 
to  their  fnnggling  views  ;  *  and  from  my 
having  lately  received  an  unpopular  com - 
mi f ion  relating  to  their  riotous  behaviour 

II  2  to- 

e  See  letter  to  fecretary  of  ft  ate,  dated  Au«uii  28, 

J  r  Ul  J 

received  October  21,  1765. 
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towards  a  iTii p  which  had  been  feiz-ed.- 
'■Thus  our  (it nation  expofes  us  to  the  lawlejs 
fiery,  not  of  a  trifling  mob,  but  of  a  whole 
country  infame d  to  an  intolerable  degree-, 
fubjeCl  to  no  rule  or  order,  but  abandoned 
and  licentious  in  principle ; — and  without 
protection  or  Jupport,  either  to  enable  us 
to  do  our  duty,  or  prefer  ve  our  peace  in 
Jbciety.  The  fame  officer  acquaints  the 
coinmiffi oners  of  the  cuftoms  f  that,  The 
mob  had  the  audacity  to  fend  mefages , 
importing  that,  if  we  would  agree  to  re¬ 
ceive  our  jees  (for  cuftoms)  agreeable  to 
their  will  and  pleajure,  and  would  alfo 
deliver  the  fhips  now  under  profecution , 
I  might  come  on  fore  in  Jafety,  and.  rely 
on  their  protection. — The  cufom-houfe,  in 
confequence  of  this,  continued  fome  days 
font  up. — I  complained  to  the  governor 
and  a  principal  magifrate  of  the  perfon 
who  jent  the  above  terms ,  with  a  view 
of  having  him  punijhed  3  and  the  magif- 
irate’ s  warrant  was  returned  by  the  foe- 

riff 

f  See  letter  to  commiftioners  of  cuftoms,  dated 
September  5,  received  October  21,  1765. 
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riff  cis  impojjible  to  be  executed  under  peril 
of  bis  life ;  jo  that  I  conjider  this  as  a?i 
end  of  the  profecution  for  want  of  govern¬ 
ment,  there  being  here  an  abjoiute  jif- 
penfon . 

Thefe  tumults  were  not  more  dange¬ 
rous  to  the  government  in  themfelves, 
than  to  the  dependence  of  the  colonies 
upon  Great-Britain  in  their  confe- 
quences,  and  from  the  principles  which 
gave  rife  to  them.  Care  was  taken  to 
inform  the  adminiftration  of  thefe,  by 
tranfmitting  to  them  thofe  anonymous 
papers,  in  which  they  are  more  openly 
avowed  than  it  was  poffible  for  them  to 
be  in  the  refolutions  of  any  afTembly  ; 
though  the  fame  turbulent  and  intereft- 
ed  lawyers,  who  governed  the  councils 
of  thofe  meetings,  were  well  known  to 
be  the  authors  of  thefe  inflammatory 
papers. 

In  one  of  them,  the  Providence  £a- 
zette  extraordinary,  Auguft  14,  176^, 
%ve  meet  with  thefe,  among  many  fimi- 

Jar 
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lar  fentiments  and  exprefiions 3  Tou, 
my  countrymen ,  already  feel  fome  of  the 
effeSts  oj  this  horrid  policy ,  men  of  war , 
cutters ,  marines  with  their  bayonets fixed , 
judges  of  admiralty ,  colledlors,  comptrol¬ 
lers, J ear c hers,  tide-waiters,  land-waiters , 
^/V>6  zz  ^0/^  catalogue  of  pimps,  fent 
over,  not  to  protect  our  trade,  but  to  de¬ 
ft  roy  it.  It  is  advifed  to  form  in  a  ge¬ 
neral  adembly,  votes  or  refolves  to  the 
following  effedt  3  That  his  Majefiy  and 
his fubfiituteS)  together  with  the  general 
afembly  of  this  colony,  have,  in  their  re- 
prefentative  capacity,  the  only  exclufive 
right  to  lay  taxes  and  impofts  upon  the  in¬ 
habitants  ofi  this  colony  3  and  that  every 
attempt  to  vefi  fuch  power  in  any  perfon 
vr  perfons  whatfoever,  other  than  the  ge¬ 
neral  afiembly  aforejaid,  is  unconfiitu- 
tional. - — That  his  Majefiy  s  liege  people  the 
inhabitants  of  this  colony,  are  not  bound 
to  yield  obedience  to  any  law  or  ordinance 
defigned  to  impofe  any  internal  taxation 
whatfoever  upon  them,  other  than  the 
laws  and  ordinances  of  the  general  afembly 
aforefaid.  And  to  put  it  out  of  doubt 
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on  whofe  principles  and  examples  thefe 
fentiments  were  formed,  the  fame  pa-* 
per  proceeds.  We  think  that  an  addrefs 
of  thanks  ought  to  be  'voted  by  the  general 
ajfembly ,  to  thofe  gentlemen  who  difin- 
guijhed  themfelves  in  the  lajl  fefjion  of 
parliament ,  in  defence  of  liberty  and  the 
colonies ;  in  particular  to  general  Con¬ 
way,  &  c . 

But  the  officers  in  America  not  only 
reprefented  their  diftrefs,  but  the  means 
too  by  which  they  might  be  relieved  ; 
they  called  for  inftruftions  from  the 
government  at  home,  that  they  might 
execute  every  part  of  this  aft ;  for  affilt- 
ance,  that  they  might  enforce  it.  There 
is  fcarcely  an  officer  who  does  not  com¬ 
plain,  that  he  has  received  no  inftruc- 
tions  for  the  execution  many,  that 
they  have  not  even  an  authentic  copy  of 
the  aft.  There  is  fcarcely  a  governor 
who  does  not  exprefs  his  weaknefs,  and 
implore  the  fupport  of  that  government 
for  the  interefts  of  which  he  afts; 
without,  therefore,  accumulating  any 


mors 
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more  intelligence  received  from  othef 
hands  and  other  quarters,  and  which  is 
all  of  the  lame  kind,  it  is  now  time  to 
examine  what  meafures  were  taken  by 
adminiftration,  to  check,  reprefs  and 
corredt  tumults,  which  ftruck  at  the 
very  foundations  of  government. 

It  was  plain,  that  although  the  ftamp 
adt  was  the  pretext,  the  reftridtions  up¬ 
on  their  trade,  which  are  fo  necelfary, 
and  their  delire  to  be  independent  of 
England,  were  among  the  real  caufes 
of  many  of  the  American  tumults  j  that 
impatience  of  all  government  which 
fome  of  the  colonifts  exprelfed,  that 
oppofition  both  to  the  former  and  latter 
cuftom-houfe  and  commercial  laws, 
which  fome  even  of  their  affemblies 
avowed,  required  to  be  immediately 
and  effedtually  controuled.  The  necef* 
iity  of  this  meafure  was  not  unknown 
to  the  adminiftration ;  the  reprefenta- 
tions  of  the  board  of  trade  had  fcrced  it 
upon  their  attention,  and  they  them- 
felves  confefied  it  to  be  of  the  utmoji 
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importance  to  the  kingdom  and  legiflature 
qf  Great-Britain.  It  was  indeed  of 
importance,  for  it  imported  no  lefs  than 
the  maintaining  the  dependence  of  co¬ 
lonies  more  extenilve  than  any  nation 
before  ever  polfelfed ;  and  the  retaining 
in  obedience  to  commercial  laws,  and 
directing  the  induflry  of  an  empire,  up¬ 
on  whofe  confumption  of  our  manufac¬ 
tures  the  trade  and  credit  of  this  king¬ 
dom  fo  immediately  depend.  To  fe- 
cure  thefe  interefting  objedts  the  reader 
expedts  to  hear,  that  the  moll  vigorous 
meafures  were  planned  and  executed  ; 
that  the  ftrength  of  government  in  that 
country  was  accurately  examined,  and 
judicioufly  difpofed  ;  and  that  fuch  ad¬ 
ditions  to  this,  both  of  a  military  and 
naval  kind,  were  prepared,  as  the  oc- 
cahon  called  for  ;  and  which  being  di¬ 
rected  (if  neceffary)  again!!  thofe  who 
were  moft  forward  in  rebellion,  might, 
by  reprefling  thefe,  prevent  the  crime  and 
the  punifhment  of  the  reft.  This  might 
have  been  the  condudt  of  ordinary  ft  ate  f- 
men,  our  minifters  defpifed  fuch  ob- 

I  vious 
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Vious  remedies  j  and  after  much  deli- 

■»  •  t  — 

beration  determined,  that  in  order  to 

check  the  mutinous,  and  corredt  the 

rebellious  colonifts,  to  vindicate  the 

authority  of  parliament,  maintain  the 

empire  ot  Great- Britain,  and  reftore  the 

peace  of  America,  Mr.  f——y  C~—y 

Jhould  write  them  a  letter.  This  ftep 

which  was  necelfary,  and  might  have 

been  effectual  if  taken  in  the  beginning 

of  thefe  difturbances,  and  fupported  by 

authority,  became  ridiculous  when  a- 

lone,  and  in  a  ftate  of  fuch  extreme 

tumult :  and  reminds  one  of  a  fimilar 
^  * 

expedient,  related  in  the  memoirs  of 
Madame  de  Nemours.  Mr.  de  Beau¬ 
fort  de  fon  cote,  qui  ri  en  faifoit  pas  morns 
que  le  coadjuteur  (pour  s’oppofer  a  cette 
paix)  et  qui  chereboit  tous  les  moyens  ima - 
ginables  de  /’  empecher ,  crut  en  avoir 
trouye  an  infaillible,  quil  propofa  a  Mr. 
de  Bellievre,  en  lui  demandant  par  ma- 
niere  d' avis,  Ji  en  donnant  un  Joufet  a 
Mr.  d’  Elbeuf,  il  ne  chengeroit  point  la 
face  des  affaires  :  a  quoi  Mr.  de  Bellievre 
repondit  dlun  fangfroid  plus  digne  de  fa 

gravity 
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gravite  que  de  la  quejlion,  qiill  ne  croyoit 
pas  que  cela  put  changer  autre  chafe  que 
la  face  de  Mr.  d’Elbeuf. 

pr 

But  as  this  was  the  only  ftep  which 
they  propofed  to  take,  why  was  it  fo 
long  delayed  ?  The  moft  alarming  in¬ 
formations  had  been  received  by  them 
fo  long  ago  as  the  27th  of  July;  they 
could  fcarcely  be  ignorant  that,  in  po¬ 
pular  tumults,  an  immediate  execution, 
of  authority  is  required,  and  that  delay 
gives  to  them  confidence  and  fhength  ; 
in  this  exigence  therefore  no  degree  of 

delay  can  be  vindicated,  even  the  i - y 

does  not  attempt  to  vindicate,  he  dif- 
owns  it :  he  a  her  ted  in  public,  what 
he  has  written  in  his  letter  5  of  the  1 5th 
of  December,  1765,  that  his  inftruc- 
tions  (dated  the  24th  of  Qdtober,  1765) 
loerefent  on  the  jirjl  notice  of  thefe  dif- 
turhances ;  and  yet  it  is  proved  by  his  own 
evidence,  that  on  the  27th  of  July, 
1765,  that  is  at  three  months  diftance 

I  2  from 
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from  that  time,  he  had  rece'ved  the 
Virginia  rejoin  lions,  that  daring  attack 
upon  toe  conjlitulion  of  this  country ;  and 
intelligence  that  government  was  jet  at 
open  drfance,  not  having  ftrength  in  her 
hands  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
the  community . 

But  I  have  done  with  the  delay,  and 
the  denial  of  it ;  this  delay  had  at  leaffc 
given  him  time  to  form  apian  of  action, 
which  fhould  be  extenfive  and  effectual 
when  he  fhould  begin  to  operate ;  he 
had  had  leilure  to  confider  the  particular 
Irate  of  every  province,  and  to  compare 
the  d:fo"ders  which  were  complained 
of,  with  the  refources  which  were  to  be 
found,  and  might  be  applied  in  each. 
In  fad;,  there  was  great  rcafon  for  an 
attention  of  this  kind,  for  the  provinces 
were  known  to  be  in  very  different  fitu- 
ations  ;  in  fome  the  mob  appeared  alone 
in  the  riots,  while  thofe  who  had  any 
thing  to  rifque  in  the  contefl,  contented 
themfelves  with  giving  to  them  con¬ 
cealed  encouragement  5  in  others,  the 

■  principal 
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principal  people  of  the  town  avowed 
the  utmoft  violences  ;  in  one  they  had 
not  yet  declared  their  refolution  of  free- 
ing  themfelves  from  all  cuftcm-houfe 
laws,  though  they  had  marked  the  cuf- 
tom-houfe  for  deftrudtion ;  in  another 
they  already  refufed  to  pay  any  culloms 
but  fuch  as  they  themfelves  fhould  re¬ 
gulate  the  payment  of :  the  riots  at 
Bofton  were  very  different  in  their  na¬ 
ture  and  purpofes  from  thofe  which  had 
lhaken  Rhode-iffand ;  the  Virginia  re- 
folutions  had  been,  and  were  the  alarum- 
bell  to  the  dif a. fielded,  calling  them  to  tu¬ 
mult  and  outrage ;  while  the  plan  of  a 
general  affembly  of  committees,  which 
had  proceeded  from  Maffachufet’s-bay, 
difcovered  more  of  a  regular  lyftem  of 
refiftance.  The  refources  too  were  as 
different  as  the  difficulties ;  they  were 
to  be  drawn  from  the  particular  confti- 
tution  and  ftrength  of  each  government, 
the  temper  of  the  people,  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  military  force,  and  a 
thoufand  other  circumftanccs,  of  which 
the  f— — -v  was  informed. 

The 
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The  public  will  judge  of  the  ability 
fhewn  by  him  in  adapting  the  inftruc- 
tions  and  affiffances  to  the  particular 
fituation  of  each  province,  when  they 
find  that h  the  letter  to  every  governor  on 


the  continent  and  in  the  ijlands,  except 


ing  one,  is  exactly  the  fame ;  and  that 
this  fame  letter,  like  ''jack's  parchment 
in  the  tale  of  a  tub,  ferves  too,  by  the 
alteration  of  a  very  few  fentences,  for 


1  military  orders  to  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  Britijlj  forces  in  America.  It  was 


not  poflible  that  diforders  fo  various  and 
fo  violent  could  be  remedied  by  one 
application ;  and  the  preicribing  for 
diftempers  fo  very  different  the  fame 
infipid  potion  of  warm  water,  is  a 
practice  of  which  our  ftate  Sangr ado's 
alone  were  capable.  In  the  letter  k  to 
the  governor  of  Maffachulet’s-bay  there 
is  indeed  fome  difference ;  the  reader. 


who  is  informed  that  the  project  of  a 
general  combination  of  America  took 


its 


R  See  Appendix,  No.  4.  1  See  Appendix,  No.  2. 
k  See  Appendix,  No.  3, 
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Its  rife  in  that  province,  immediately 
fuppofes  that  in  this  feparate  difpatch 
fome  fpecial  inftrudtions  are  given  to 
prevent,  diffipate,  or  elude  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  this  meeting  ;  it  is  necertary  to 
read  this  letter,  to  be  convinced  that 
in  it  no  notice  whatever  is  taken  of  the 
unprecedented,  unconftitutional  and 
dangerous  defign. 

They  had,  at  the  time  when  this  let¬ 
ter  was  written,  received  the  fulleft 
and  molt  authentic  intelligence,  that 
fome  of  the  fubjedts  of  England  had  re- 
fufed  obedience  to  an  adt  of  the  legifla- 
ture  ;  and  forced  the  officers  to  whom 
the  execution  of  it  in  America  was  en- 

♦  *  v 

trufted,  to  refign  their  ports.  To  be  per- 
fedtly  acquainted  with  the  means  ufed 
for  the  attainment  of  this  end  ;  to  judge 
of  the  temper  of  the  colonies,  and  of 
the  rtate  of  government  in  them,  fee 
Appendix,  No.  12.  The  rtate  of  the 
matter  is  fo  exadtly  defcribed,  in  a  let¬ 
ter  addreffed  to  Mr.  C  ■  ■  ■  -y,  that  it  is 

here  referred  to,  though  it  was  not  re¬ 
ceived 
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celved  till  four  days  after  the  date  of  his 
difpatch  ;  becaufe  it  might,  and  ought 
to  have  been  feen  by  adminiftration,  in 
the  fame  light  in  which  it  was  by  the 
writer  of  this  letter.  It  appears  from 
thence  '  that  the  general fcheme  concerted 
throughout  America  was ,  jirjl  by  menace , 
or  force ,  to  oblige  the  f amp-officers  to  re- 
fgn  their  employments ,  in  which  they  had. 
generally  fucceeded  %  and  next  to  defroy  the 
f  amp-papers  upon  their  arrival •,  that, 
having  no  famps ,  necefjity  might  be  an 
excufe for  the  difpatch  of  bufnefs  without 
them ;  and  that  before  they  could  be  re¬ 
placed,  the  clamour  and  outcry  of  the 
people,  with  addrefes  and  remonf  ranees 
from  the  affemblies ,  might  procure  a  re¬ 
peal  of  the  abl . 

It  was  no  part  of  the  quefeion,  whe¬ 
ther  the  miniftry  for  the  time  being 
approved  of  the  principles  and  purpofes 
of  that  aft  or  not.  The  power  of  judg¬ 
ing  whether  or  no  an  aft  of  parliament 

fhall 
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Jfliall  be  carried  into  execution,  is  uot 
by  the  conditution  entruded  to  any 
minidry.  The  bill  of  rights,  as 
it  was  drawn  on  account  of  this  power 
ufurped  by  the  crown,  fo  it  is  mod:  ex- 
prefs  againd  the  exertion  of  it.  The 
patriots  of  that  age  had  felt  the  exten- 
five  effects  of  this  difpenfing  power ; 
and  had  feen  it  bring  their  religion  and 
liberties  into  the  mod:  imminent  danger; 
to  prevent  therefore  the  poffibilty  of 
any  future  miniders  being  fo  much 
warped  from  their  duty  as  to  fufpend  the 
execution  of  the  law,  the  bill  of 
rights  declares,  that  this  pretended, 
power  of  . fufpending  of  laws ,  or  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  laws  by  regal  authority ,  without 
the  confent  of  parliament,  is  illegal. 

But  be  it  that  they  had  a  right  to 
fufpend  the  execution  of  this  law,  be- 
caufe  they  did  not  approve  it ;  they 
were  apprized,  that  there  had  arifen  in 
America  a  fpirit  of  opposition  to  the 
whole  fyftem  of  cuftom-houfe  laws,  an 
impatience  of  thole  ties,  which  even 

K  the 
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the  moft  partial  to  the  claims  of  the 
colonies  mu  ft  confefs  to  be  neceffary 
for  the  common  good  ;  that  the  mer¬ 
chants  m  there  think  they  have  a  right  to 
every  freedom  of  trade ,  which  the fubjetts 
of  Great-Britam  now  enjoy :  a  freedom 
which  would  render  the  colonies  not 
only  of  no  benefit,  but  in  the  higheft 
degree  prejudicial  to  the  commerce  and 
welfare  of  their  mother-country.  This 
opinion,  and  they  did  not  content 
themfelves  with  the  bare  opinion,  made 
it  neceffary  to  fecure  the  collection,  not 
of  a  new  and  internal,  but  of  old  exter¬ 
nal  duties,  which  had  ever  been  fub- 
mitted  to,  and  conftantly  though  imper¬ 
fectly  collected ;  and  to  eftablifh  the 
great  aCt  of  navigation ;  which  was  the 
effeCt  of  wife  and  extenfive  policy,  gave 
the  deepeft  wound  to  the  trade  and 
power  of  Holland,  and  acquired  to 
England  the  maritime  empire  of  Eu¬ 
rope. 

But 


See  letter  to  Mr.  C—  y,  dated  November  7, 
1 765. 
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But  be  it,  that  the  laws  of  the  cuf- 
toms  too  were  to  be  difpenfed  with  ; 
granting  that  they  were  all  repealed  by 
that  voice,  and  at  that  moment  when 
it  was  declared,  that  the  falvation  of 
Great -Britain  depended  on  a  total  repeal 
of  all  cvfiom-houfe  laws ,  and  the  unroerfal 
extenfion  of  the  la  ws  of  excife,  and  there¬ 
fore  that  it  was  no  part  of  the  duty  of 
administration  to  enforce  the  execution 
of  them ;  Still  there  remained  the 
ftrongeft  reafons  for  a  fpeedy  and  vigo¬ 
rous  interpofition  :  the  Englifh  govern¬ 
ment  in  America  was  weak,  precarious, 
unable  to  fecure  the  execution  of  the  com¬ 
mon  laws  of  peace  and  good  order,  inful  ted, 
defied.  Thefe  diforders,  fo  difgraceful 
in  themfelves,  fo  dangerous  in  their 
confequences,  required  to  be  immedi¬ 
ately  and  effectually  controlled ;  and 
would  have  been  controlled  by  any  mi¬ 
nisters  but  thofe  quibus  patrice  falus  & 
dignitas  pofierior  Jud  donnnatione  &  do «- 
mefticis  commodus  juit . 

The  Stamp-aCt  was  avowedly  reject¬ 
ed,  the  cuStom-houfe  laws  openly  vio- 

K  2  latsd. 
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latcd,  the  officers  menaced,  infulted 
and  fpoiled,  the  offenders  unpunifhed, 
and  government  diffolved.  Read  now 
the  difpatch  of  the  24th  of  Odtober ", 

which  was  to  contain  the  f - y’s  ful- 

left  inftrudtions ;  you  will  not  find  in 
it  any  inftrudtions  whatever ;  at  this  dij - 
i since  ijc  does  not  think  it  pojjible  to  give 
pojitive  inftrudiions  to  the  officers,  not 
even  inftrudbons  to  obey  and  to  enforce 
the  laws  of  their  country.  This  duty, 
which  fhould  have  been  the  firft  object 
of  his  care  and  directions  is  entirely 
omitted ;  the  utmoft  vigour  which  he 
recommends  rifes  no  higher  than  to  re- 
pell  adds  of  outrage,  not  to  punifh  them, 
or  to  maintain  and  execute  the  laws  of 
England.  But  even  this  degree  of  ex¬ 
ertion  is  not  to  be  referted  to  till  the 
laft  extremity ;  lenient  and  perjhsmfive 
methods,  the  utmojl  lenity,  thele  are  the 
aims  which  he  diredts  the  governors 
and  the  commander  in  chief  to  oppofe 
to  the  revolt  which  he  faw  fo  uni- 
verfal  - 

He 

*  Sec  Appendix,  No.  4, 
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He  had  been  repeatedly  informed  that 
the  fchemes  of  independence  were  form¬ 
ed  and  guided  by  the  lawyers,  and  [upper  l  'ed 
by  the  principals  of  the  provinces  °;  but 
as  this  encreafed  the  danger  of  the  incur- 
rections,  and  the  neceffity  of  an  inter- 
pofition,  he  contradicts  without  hefita- 
tion  the  intelligence  in  his  hands,  and 
hopes  and  expects  (which  words  if  they  can 
mean  any  thing  as  applied  to  a  thing  pail 
mull  mean  believes )  that  this  r ejtjldnce 
fo  the  authority  of  the  mother— country, 
can  only  have  found  place  among  the  lower 
and  more  ignorant  of  the  People .  Imfead 

of 

°  To  the  other  proofs  of  this  add  the  following 

extra#  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  C - y,  dated  December, 

21,  1765,  and  therefore  fubfequent  to  his  letter. 

The  lawyers  are  the  fcurce  from  whence  the  cla¬ 
mours  have  flowed  in  every  province.  In  this  pro¬ 
vince  nothing  publick  is  tranfacfed  without  them, 
and  it  is  to  be  wifned  that  even  the  bench  was  free 
from  blame.  T'he  whole  body  of  merchants  in  ge¬ 
neral,  aflembly-men,  magiftrates,  &c.  have  been 
united  in  this  plan  of  riots,  and  without  the  influence 
and  inftigation  of  thefe,  the  inferior  people  would 
have  been  quiet:  very  great  pains  were  taken  to 
rouze  them  before  they  ftirred. 

See  too  a  curious  paper  in  Appendix,  No.  11, 
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of  that  tone  of  authority  which  alone 
can  enforce  obedience  of  thofe  orders 
and  directions  which  the  dangerous  fitua- 
tion  of  America,  and  the  requests  of  the 
officers  there  called  for,  the  whole  tenor 
of  his  letters  is  languor  and  debility ; 
it  is  true  that  fuch  vague  and  general 
expreffions  are  ufed,  as  leave  the  writer 
at  liberty  to  own  or  to  difavow  the  mea- 
fures  which  ffiall  be  perfued  after  the 
receipt  of  the  letter ;  to  divide  with 
or  take  from  the  officers  to  whom  it 
was  addreiied,  the  reputation  of  their 
fuccefs  ;  or  to  turn  on  them  alone  the 
odium  of  a  mifcarriage;  and  fuch  quali- 
fyingwords  intermixed,  as  by  a  cautious 
hand  are  ever  ufed  to  prevent  if  poffible 
any  parliamentary  danger  ;  but  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  read  it  without  feeing  that 
the  intent  is  rather  to  check,  than 
to  excite  the  ardour  of  the  officers  of 
the  crown  ;  not  to  quell  the  riots  of 
which  he  faw  the  tendency,  but  to  elude 
any  operations  which  might  dilcourage 
thofe  diflurbances  by  which  he  meant  to 
profit.  If  this  purpofe  was  lefs  evident 

than 
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than  it  is  in  his  difpatches,  it  is  put  out 
of  doubt  by  the  declaration  which 
the  fame  officer  is  faid  p  to  have  made, 
that  he  would  fooner  cut  off  his  right-hand 
than  order  troops  to  march  to  fupprefs  this 
claim  of  freedom.  His  letter  is  perfectly 
confident  with  his  declaration!  and  tho* 
we  lament  that  his  conduit  has  loft  to 
Great-Britain  the  hands  of  all  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  America,  yet  we  mu  ft  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  the  right-hand  of  that 
right  honourable  Gentleman  is  perfectly 
fafe. 


To  be  convinced  of  the  evil  effeits 
which  thefe  his  diftertations  upon  pru¬ 
dence  and  levity  muft  have  had  in  the 
midft  of  fo  much  tumult,  let  us  fuppofe 
for  a  moment  that  the  procraftinating 

f - y  had  ftill  procraftinated;  even 

his  delay  or  his  negleit  would  have  been 
lefs  pernicious  to  his  country  than  dif¬ 
patches  of  fo  much  Caution.  The 
officers  in  America  might  ftill  have 

hoped 


f  This  is  expreft  doubtfully,  becaufe  the  authority 

is  doubtfu]. 
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hoped,  that  their  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  England,  amidft  the  general  contempt 
•f  them,  would  be  efteemed  a  fervice, 
and  receive  encouragement  and  fupport; 
they  might  have  continued  to  encourage 
the  loyal,  and  to  check  the  violence  of 
the  rebellious,  by  turning  the  eyes  of 
both  towards  Great  Britain ,  who  would 
reward  her  friends,  chaftife  her  foes, 
and  vindicate  her  juft  authority.  The 
arrival  of  the  pacquet  deprived  them 
even  of  this  reiource  :  They  faw  the 
minifters  in  England  either  too  timid  to 
enforce  the  law,  or  determined  to  fuf- 
pend  and  repeal  it  j  and  they  faw  there¬ 
fore  the  folly  of  expoling  themfelves  to 
the  fury  of  an  enraged  people,  in  fupport 
of  an  aft  which  the  adminiftration  did 
not  intend  to  execute.  If  thefe  obvious 
reflexions  did  not  immediately  occur 
to  the  officers  themfelves,  they  were 
however  foon  fuggefted  to  them  by  the 
oppofers  of  the  aft;  for  the  Americans 
faw  this  conduct  in  its  true  light ;  in  that 
in  which  the  f - y  muft  have  wifhed 

them  to  fee  it :  .They  had  formed  hopes 

of 
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t>f  it  as  foon  as  they  were  informed  of 
his  promotion;  they  exprefs  them  thus9, 
it  may  be  worth  the  ferious  conf deration 
of  thofe  who  would  officioufly  endeavour  to 
enflave  their  countrymen,  to  enforce  it 
( the  fl amp -aft J  whether  they  will  not  be 
more  likely  to  receive  the  frowns ,  than  the 
fmiles  of  their  fuperiors,  for  their  activity 
in  fo  odious  an  office. 

When  therefore  the  difobedient  faw 
thefe  expectations  anfwered  by  the 

f - -  y’s  difpatch,  they,  who  had  no 

reftraint  upon  them  but  the  fear  of 
Englifh  difpleafure,  were  convinced  too 
by  thefe  letters  that  they  might  offend 
with  impunity ;  when  they  faw  a  total 
annihilation  of  government  fubmitted 
to,  and  an  avowed  and  violent  refinance 
to  the  Englifh  parliament  calling  forth 
the  utmof  lenity,  they  perceived  that 
the  miniftry,  though  they  did  not  yet 
venture  to  avow,  did  however  approve 
their  proceedings ;  that  they  had  no¬ 
thing  to  fear  from  their  difpleafure,  or 

L  from 
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from  their  orders,  without  which  nO 
American  officer  would  take  any  deci- 
five  ftep  ;  and  they  received  from  hence 
that  kind  and  that  degree  of  encourage-* 
ment  which  nothing  elfe  could  have 


given  to 


The  intentions  of  the  miniftry  are 
proved,  not  only  by  the  fteps  which 
they  did  take,  but  alfo  from  their  neg¬ 
lect  of  thofe  which  they  ought  to  have 
taken.  It  is  not  always  juft  to  argue  a  cri¬ 
minality  of  this  kind  from  an  omiffion, 

* 

but  it  is  irrrpoffible  not  to  deduce  it  in 
this  cafe  ;  becaufe  the  omiffion  was  that 

of  a  ftcp  which  the  importance  of  the 

*«» 

objedl,  the  requilitions  of  the  American 
officers,  and  the  reprefentations  of  the 
Board  of  T rade  had  ffiewn  them  to  be 
necefiary,  and  which  they  had  confelled 
to  be  fo  in  their  own  report . 


To  be  convinced  of  this,  let  us  fup- 

i  * 

pofe  that  ever)/ thing1  hitherto  had  been 
well  conducted ;  let  us  grant,  that  on 

the  14th  of  September  the  f- - y  could 

not 
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ajqrt  even  guefs  what  he  fhould  deter¬ 
mine  on  the  3d  of  October,  concerning 
a  matter,  on  which  he  had  had  the 
time  pafl'ed  iince  the  27th  of  July  to 
meditate  ;  and  therefore  that  he  acted 
with  all  poffible  vigour  as  well  as  cau¬ 
tion,  when,  after  an  interval  of  more. 

s  .  "  * 

than  fix  weeks,  he  referred  the  officers 
in  America  to  a  future  decifion  of  the 
privy  council  for  their  inftrudtions  ;  let 
us  imagine  too,  that  till  the  3d  of  Oc¬ 
tober  he  thought  fo  lightly  of  the  privy 

i 

council,  as  to  expedt  that  they  would 
decide  on  a  matter  too  high  lor  their 
deliberation  ;  and  that  he  did  not  know 
that  it  was  neither  his  nor  their  province 
to  debate  upon  the  propriety  of  laws, 
but  that  it  was  his  duty  to  addrefshim* 
felf  to  the  execution  of  them.  At  lead, 
by  the  report  of  the  privy  council  made 
on  that  day,  his  uncertainties  mull  have 
been  removed  ;  they  were  removed  ;  he 
himfelf  joins  at  lead  in  that  report 
which  declares  that,  this  matter  is  pro- 
per  only  for  the  corijidcration  oj  parlia¬ 
ment.  There  never  had  U!  ci.it  >  0 

L  2  which 


i/i 


r  s°  ] 

which,  from  its  importance  both  in  it- 
felf  and  in  its  confequences,  called  more 
loudly  for  the  intervention  of  that  af- 
fembly :  the  fupport  which  might  be 
claimed  from  near  two  millions  of  peo¬ 
ple  was  to  be  determined  by  it ;  and 
the  queftion  whether  Great-Britain  has 
a  right  to  the  obedience  of  her  colonies, 
was  involved  in  the  decifion. 

This  report  had  been  made  on  the  3d 
of  Odtober  ;  by  the  8th  of  that  month 
the  adminiftration  had  authentic  and 
particular  intelligence,  that  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  refinance  and  independence, 
which  had  been  unchecked,  had  pro¬ 
duced  their  natural  confequences,  tu¬ 
mult  and  rebellion.  What  now  does 
the  reader  expedt  from  a  miniftry,  which 
doubtful  in  itfelf,  and  looking  round 
for  diredkion,  had  not  hitherto  been  able 
to  receive  any,  but  that  they  Ihould 
immediately  have  had  recourle  to  that 
council  for  which  no  matter  is  too  high; 
from  which  the  repeal  of  every  law 
found  inexpedient  is  to  take  its  rife,  the 

authority 
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authority  of  which  would  fecure  obe¬ 
dience  to  it  till  the  propriety  of  the  re¬ 
peal  had  been  confidered,  and  to  which 
the  repreientation  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  their  own  report  referred  them  ? 
The  great  council  of  the  kingdom  ?  He 
expedts  to  fee  a  proclamation,  dated  on 
the  9th  of  Odtober,  which  would  have 
alfembled  the  parliament  by  the  latter 
end  of  November.  An  immediate  call 
of  the  fenate  was  the  more  neceffary, 
becaufe  it  was  reafonable  to  expedt  that 
the  difeuffion  of  fo  important  a  fubjedt 
would  employ  fome  time  ;  the  adminif- 
tration  could  not  be  affured  that  the  par¬ 
liament,  which  had  been  almoft  una¬ 
nimous  in  approving  the  principles,  and 
enadting  the  claufes  of  the  flamp-adt, 
would  immediately  and  without  hefita- 
tion  confent  to  the  repeal  of  it.  The 
fadt  is,  that  fixteen  days  after  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  this  intelligence,  the  mlniftry, 
in  fpite  of  the  call  from  the  diftrefs  of  • 
a  whole  continent,  from  their  own  neg- 
Jedt,  from  their  own  acknowledgments, 
advifed  the  k- — g  to  prorogue  the  par¬ 
liament  ; 


liament  j  it  was  prorogued  on  the  24th 
of  October,  and  on  the  very  fame  day 
on  which  they  betrayed  the  empire  of 
Great-Britain,  by  the  timid  duplicity 
of  the  inftrudtions  lent  abroad,  they  de¬ 
prived  her  too  of  the  abidance  which 
might  have  been  received  from  more 
vigorous  counfels  at  home. 

A  conduit  which  can  be  accounted 
for  only  by  one  motive ;  they  had  re- 
folved  from  fpleen,  faction,  jealouly, 
or  refentment  to  repeal  an  aid,  the  iuc- 
cefs  and  good  effects  of  which  would 
ftill  have  encreafed  the  reputation  of  tlie 
minider  who  planned  it ;  they  feared 
that  the  authority  and  the  wifdom  of 
parliament  would  be  able  even  yet  to 
check  the  rebellion  of  the  provinces, 
and  enforce  the  law  ;  they  wifhed  this 
rebellion  fhould  gain  drength,  that  they 
might  apply  to  the  fears  of  thofe,  whole 
reafon  they  could  not  hope  to  convince  ; 
they  ficrifced  to  thefe  views  the  perma¬ 
nent  intereds  and  honour  of  the  date, 
and  encouraged  by  their  connivance, 

and 
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and  by  die  prorogation  of  the  parlia* 
ment,  that  refiftance  and  thofe  tumults, 
which  they  meant  to  apply  to  their  own 
factious  purpofes.  1 

Unhappily  for  the  public,  thefe  de¬ 
ft  ens  were  but  too  fuccefsful ;  the  riots 

O 

in  America  became  more  general,  and 
more  dangerous  :  it  will  appear  by  the 
intelligence  fubfequent  to  this  period, 
of  which  I  fhall  now  date  fome  part,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  in  the  order  of  time 
in  which  it  is  dated,  that  even  their 
wifhes  could  n  ot  form  a  fcene  of  greater 
anarchy  than  their  conduct  had  produced 
in  America;  that  they  were  informed 
very  minutely  of  a  total  diffolution  of 
every  part  of  government,  and  that  air 
though  the  ftamp-act  was  the  pretext, 
yet  the  caufes  and  the  objects  of  their 
refentment  were  alfo  the  reftraints  on 
their  trade,  and  their  fubjection  to 
Great-Britain :  thefe  were  really  felt, 
while  the  ftamp-act,  which  was  formed 
to  execute  itfelf,  which  aftected  fcarcely 
any  but  thofe  of  whole  ability  the  very 

payment 
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payment  was  a  proof,  which  was  con- 
fefled  by  the  Americans  to  be  the  moil 
eligible  of  all  the  taxes  which  could  be 
impofed,  and  which,  as  it  had  not  been 
executed,  could  not  yet  have  been  op- 

preflive,  was  only  the  occafion  of  thefe 
infurrections. 

This  opportunity  was  taken  (fays  the 
*  writer  of  a  letter  from  America)  tQ 
Jhew  their  refentment  to  every  officer  un¬ 
der  the  crown ;  and  particularly  to  the 
officers  of  the  cufoms  in  this  port  j  with 
whom  they  had  been  and  fill  continue  to 
he  much  difpleafed,  for  their  vigilance  in 
putting  the  acts  oj  trade  in  force,  and 
endeavouring  to  prevent  abufes  of  the 

fame.  A  letter  to  the  f - y  has  this 

paflage  The  country  has  grown  more 
and  more  enfamed ;  every  where  have  been 
beard  loud  declarations  that  they  would 
not  fubmit  to  the  Jlamp-aB  upon  any  ac¬ 
count » 

1  See  letter  to  commiffioners  of  cuftoms,  dated 
September  7,  1765. 

s  See  letter  to  Mr.  Conway,  dated  Sepember  2 3. 
1765,  received  November  4.  ' 
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t.  r  V 

count ,  or  in  any  mjiance .—I obferved  that 
the  violences  oj  the  mob  had  intimidated 
fbme  oj'  the  bejt  people  in  the  province,  and 
left  the  canfe  of'  the  king  and  parliament 
almofl  without  an  advocate , 

It  is  apparent,  from  their  proceedings  % 
that  there  is  among  them  an  intention  and 
an  expectation  of  improving  the  prefent  ill 

humour  of  the  people  into  an  a&ual  breach 

✓ 

•with  Great-Britain  ;  or  at  leajl  of  gain¬ 
ing  fuch  a  triumph  over  Great-Britain , 
by  obliging  her  to  repeal  this  law  under 
an  adhial  reffance  of  it,  as  to  make  her 
authority  contemptible  hereafter. 


I 


!  ,  1 


The  ileps  they  took  for  this  purpofe,, 
in  one  of  the  provinces,  were  thefe ; 
*  One  and  all  cried  out,  let  us  fee  who  will 
dare  put  the  act  in  execution,  upon  the 
governor  s  appointment ;  we  will  take 
care  of  that . 


i  '  FI 

A 


M 


In 


;  See  letter  toMr.  Pownall,  dated  O&ober  1,1765. 

*  See  letter  to  the  commiilioners  of  ftamps  datsif 
October  12,  1765. 
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In  another  government  this  paper 
was  parted  up  at  the  door  of  every  pub¬ 
lic  office,  and  at  the  corners  of  the 
rtreets  > 

Pro  P atria. 

Phe  flrfl  man  that  either  distributes.,  or 
makes  ufe  of  flumped  paper ,  let  him  take 
care  of  his  ho  ufe,  perfon  and  effeSls. 

JVe  dare.  Vox  Populi . 


I  jhall  conclude  (fays  an  intelligent 
writer  "’)  with  the  following  obfervation, 
that  if  Great-Britain  can  or  will  fuff'er 
fuch  conduct  in  her  colonies  to  pa/s  un¬ 
punished,  a  man  need  not  be  a  prophet,  or 
the  Jon  of  a  prophet,  to  fee  clearly,  that 
her  empire  in  North- America  is  at  an 
end . 


But  whether  his  Majefly *  and  his  minif- 
ters  can  or  will  wink  at  and  overlook  the/e 
infults  and  outrages,  and  permit  their 

colonijls 


w  See  letter  to  commiiHoncrs  of  {lamps,  dated 
Odlober  12,  1765. 

x  See  letter  to  cornmiiTioncrs  of  (lamps,  dated 
November  2,  1765, 
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colonijls  to  refufe  obedience  to  an  acl 
°fP  arliament ,  and  alfo  to  declare  it  ille¬ 
gal  and  unconjlitutional ,  the  writer  does 
not  determine. 

*  »  *  • 

Britain  (lays  the  fame  correfpondent. 
In  the  fame  letter)  muji  firft  determine , 

^ whether  (he  is  to  govern  or  not ;  and 
whether  (he  will  per?nit  us  to  put  oar fe Ives 
under  the  protection  of  France  or  Spaing 
as  many  upon  the  continent  declare  they 
will  ward  of'  the  flamp-adl  until  they  cam 
get  France  or  Spain  to  protest  them.— F he 
if ue  of  this  a£l  will  abfolutely  determine 
Britain  s  fovereignty  in  America  ;  for  if 
by  thefe  rebellious  methods  we  can  get  this 
aSi  repealed ,  I  doubt  not  but  fo?ne  of  my 
children  will  live  to  fee  a  duty  laid  by  the 
Americans  on  fome  things  imported from 
Great-Britain ♦ 

A  perfon  very  well  informed,  and 
very  capable  of  judging,  writes  thus  ; 
y  Tou  may  imagine  that  the  popular  party 

M  2  is 

y  See  a  letter  to  the  lords  of  trade,  dated  Novem¬ 
ber  30,  1765* 


vr. 


The  7  leaders  or  conductors  of  the  mob. 
had  oj/erea  to  take  any  kind  of  goods ,  liable 
to  feizure,  under  their  protection  ;  and 
bia  dejiance  to  the  officers  of  the  cufioms . 

'They  a  had  fur  rounded  the  cuffom-houfe , 
and  demanded  the  perfons  of  the  collector 
and  comp t roller. 

The 

V 

*  See  letter  to  commiiTioners  cf  cuftoms,  dated 
September  7,  1765. 

*  advertifement,  dated  September  2y  1765. 
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rtr  greatly  elated  with  this  acceffion  of 
firength,  founded  upon  the  ruins  of  the 
power  of  government.  Some  of  them  talk 
of  it  with  an  mdifcretion  that  is  amazing , 
as  if  this  town  was  to  remain  for  ever  in¬ 
dependent  oj  the  king  s  government.  One 
fays,  there  has  not  been  enough  done  5  there 
wants  more  correction  :  another  fays,  let 
us  fee  now  who  will  feize  merchants  goods ; 
wkat  judge  will  condemn  them  ;  what 
court  will  dare  to  grant  writs  of  affiance 
now .  Others  talk  as  familiarly  of  turn¬ 
ing  out  the  governor,  for  adhering  to  the 
king  and  parliament,  as  they  could  do.  at 
Rhode- if  and  or  Connecticut . 


[  89  3 

TSie  riot  raifed  on  the  id  of  Novem-? 
ber,  in  New-k  ork,  was  fo  unprovoked, 
and,  in  its  confequences,  fo  dangerous  a 
defiance  and  attack  on  government,  that 
the  account  which  was  publifhed  of  it 
by  themfelves  is  printed  in  the  Appear 
dix.  See  Appendix,  No.  13. 

In  this  riot  the  lieutenant-governor 

O 

had  been  abufed,  infulted,  and  plun¬ 
dered  ;  and  major  James,  after  fuller¬ 
ing  the  fame  violences,  had  been 
obliged  to  withdraw  himfelf  from  their 
fury,  by  taking  refuge  on  board  a  flap, 
and  to  leave  a  country,  in  which  b  no  ob 
jeclion  could  be  made  to  him,  but  his  dar¬ 
ing  to  put  the  kings  fort  into  a  fate  of 
defence  againft  the  fovercign  lords  the  peo¬ 
ple,  as  they  flyled  themfelves ;  and  for 
which  offence  they  refolved  to  make  him  an 
example  of  their  difpleafure. 

But  (fays  a  correfpondent,  c  {peaking 
of  a  recent  riot)  it  was  dejigned  as  an 

infult 

See  letter  to  Air.  C - y,  dated  December  13, 

1765. 

c  See  letter  to  Mr.  C - y,  dated  December  iS, 

»765«. 
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infult  upon  the  king’s  authority ,  as  a  ter¬ 
ror  to  the  king’s  officers,  and  to  fhew  that 
they  were  nothing  in  the  eyes  or  the  hands 
of  the  people. 

e  ' The  fate  and  anarchy  and  confufott 
we  are  now  in  (fays  a  writer  well  qua¬ 
lified  to  judge)  is  beyond  defer  ip  tion ; 
every  thing  being  under  the  power  of  the 
people ,  who  undertake  to  govern  in  all 
cafes,  and  regulate  all  public  affairs. — I 

BELIEVE  THEY  THINK  THE  MOST 
EFFECTUAL  WAY  TO  GET  THE  ACT 
REPEALED,  IS  TO  INSULT  THE  AU¬ 
THORITY  THAT  MADE  IT, 

Alarming  and  rebellious  as  this  con¬ 
duit  appears,  the  danger  of  it,  and  the 
importance  of  checking  it,  was  ftill  in- 
creafed  by  the  principles  which  pro¬ 
duced  and  accompanied  it :  thefe  may 
be  found  in  the  popular  publications  in 
America,  with  regard  to  Great-Britain, 
which  is  deferibed  in  one  of  them  c  as 

.  a 

*  Sec  letter  to  commiffioners  of  ftamps,  dated  De-* 
cember  3,  1765. 

f  Providence  Gazette,  A.uguft  24,  1765. 
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(i  mother-country ,  'who,  in  their  fiupidity. 
have  judged  it  criminal  for  us  to  become 
our  own  manufacturers . 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  political  prin¬ 
ciples  which  they  contained  and  dif- 
perfed  f.  The  public  faith  of  the  nation , 
in  which  till  now  we  thought  we  might 
fecurely  confide,  is  violated,  and  we  rob¬ 
bed  of  our  dearefi  rights,  by  the  late  law 
ereCting  a  ftamp-ofjice  among  us.— Let  us 
boldly  deny  all fuch  ufurped jurifdiction  (it 
is  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  Britilli  parlia¬ 
ment  of  which  he  fpeaks)  we  owe  them 
no  more  fubjection,  in  this  refpect,  than 
the  Divan  of  Conflantinople. — The  true 
lovers  of  liberty,  who  detefi  and  abhor  the 
ft  amp -act  from  principle,  and  a  certain 
knowledge  of  their  rights  violated  by  that 
act. — An  act  illegally  obtruded  upon  us  to 
deprive  us  of  our  moft  facred  rights,  and 
change  our  freedom  to  flavery,  by  a  legi- 
Jlature  who  has  no  lawful  authority  over 
ns. — But  how  came  the  Englijh  parlia¬ 
ment  by  fuch  a  right  over  us  ? — Their 

power 

» 

f  Conflitutional  Courant*  No.  i. 
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•*,  *  *  <e  0.  _ 

power  (with  regard  to  liberty  and  pro¬ 
perty)  is  purely  local. — Heaven  defend  us 
from  fitch  rep refentatives . —  They  have 
taken  upon  them  to  deprive  ns  of  our 
rights,  which  are  not  under  their  jurif- 
diction. 

♦ 

Thefe  and  the  like  principles*  which 
were  conftantly  publifhed  s  to  ferve  the 
purpofe  of  exciting  the  people  to  difobedience 
cf  the  laws,  and  to  fedition,  were  not 
the  productions  of  the  lower  and  more 
ignorant  of  the  people,  but,  as  a  perfon* 
who  knew  the  characters  of  the  men* 
informed  Mr.  C - y,  hfome  of  the 

* 

in  of  popular  lawyers  are  the  anthers  of 
thefe  fedit ious  papers ;  and  have  been 
countenanced  by  fame  of  the  judges,  and 
others  of  the  highefi  trujl  in  the  govern¬ 
ment. 

Indeed  ihe  influence  and  fupport  of 
the  writers  was  fo  extenlive,  that  the 

council 

s  See  letter  to  Mr.  C - y,  dated  September  23* 

1765.  received  October  2 is 
k  See  the  fame, letter? 
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council  of  the  province  agreed  '  ‘That  it 
<was  not  a  proper  time  to  profecute  the 
printers  and  pubhjhers  of  thefe  ft 'editions 
papers ;  the  Attorney  General  likewije 
not  thinking  himfelf  faj e  to  commence  any 
fuch  profecution . 


But  thefe  principles  were  not  confined 
to  particular  perions,  the  general  alfein- 
biy  of  Maflachulet’s-bay  had  a  finally 
prepared  a  bill  enabling,  k  That  it  pall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  do  bufmefs  •without 
Jlamfs ,  the  act  of  parliament  to  the  con- 

» 

trary  notwit hjlanding . 


The  people  of  Connecticut,  (fays  a  cor- 
refpondeiit  1  or  Mr.  C - y  s)  who  are 


embodied  in  form,  have 
that  all  power  is  from  the  people-,  that  it  is 
granted  with  certain  bounds,  that  if  thofe 
bounds  are  exceeded,  power  devolves  to 

N  tb*. 


1  See  letter  to  Mr.  C — y,  dated  September  2?, 
1765.  received  October  28. 
k  See  letter  to  Mr.*  Pownall,  dated  October  26, 

1  See  letter  to  Mr.  C - y,  dated  December  19, 

1765. 
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the  people  ;  that  'where  there  is  no  other 
redrfs,  as  in  the  Jtamp-acl,  the  people 

ih  via  rsfume  their  power-,  therefore  they 
r  "'oi id,  with  threats  againjl  difobe- 
mence,  that  the  public  officers  fnould  pro¬ 
ceed  in  their  hujinejs  r; without  flumps :  this 
is  a  formal  resumption  of  government  by 
the  people. 


The  affembly  of  New  Jerfey  refolved, 
rtem.  con.  m  That  all  fupplies  being  free 
gifts  j  for  the  people  of  Greai-Britain  to 
grant  to  his  Majefty  the  preperiy  of  the 
people  of  this  colony,  'without  their  own 
canjent,  tend  being  reprefented,  would  be 
unreajonable ;  and  render  ufelefs  legifla - 
tion  in  this  colony  in  the  mojl  effentiid 
point. 

Among  the  votes  of  the  affembly  of 
New  York  ffands  the  following;  n  Re¬ 
folved,  nem.  con.  cfhat  it  involves  the 

greateji 

m  See  extract  from  Votes  cf  Affembly  of  New 
Jerfey,  November  30,  1765. 

*  See  extract  from  Votes  of  AbembJy  of  New 
York, 
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great ejl  inconfifency  with  the  known  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Eng/ijh  conjlitution,  to  fup~ 
pofe  that  the  honourable  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  of  Great-Britam,  can ,  without  di- 
vejling  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  of 
their  mof  ejfential  rights ,  grant  to  the 
crown ,  their,  or  any  part  of  their  ejiates, 
for  any  purpofe  whatfoever . 

Each  of  thefe  refolutions  were  ac¬ 
companied  by  others  of  the  fame  nature 
and  tendency,  which  were  deligned  to 
eftablifh  the  claim  of  an  abfolute  inde¬ 
pendence  on  the  Britifh  parliament. 
That  the  reader  may  be  enabled  to  judge 
of  the  fpirit  and  purpofe  of  them,  thofe 
of  Philadelphia  are  printed  more  at 
length  in  the  Appendix.  See  Appen¬ 
dix,  No.  14. 

It  was  to  enable  them  to  maintain 
this  independence,  that  an  unprecedent¬ 
ed,  illegal  and  dangerous  meeting  of 
committees  from  all  the  provinces  was 
alfembled  at  New  York,  to  enable  them, 
in  their  own  expreflion,  to  become  a 

N  2  bundle 
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bundle  of  flicks,  which  can  neither  be 
bent  nor  broken.  Other  pretences  were 
given  to  this  aflembly,  but  its  tendency, 
and  the  ipirit  of  thofe  who  compofed  it, 
are  thus  defcnbed  by  a  very  judicious* 
hand;  0  T hey  are  of  various  characters 
and  opinions but  it  is  to'  be  feared,  in 
general \  that  the  f per  it  of  Democracy  is 
f  rong  among  them .  The  queftion  is  not 
of  the  inexpediency  of  the  fantp-adl or 
of  t he  inability  of  the  colonies  to  pay  the 
tax ;  but  chat  it  is  unconjht utional,  and 
contrary  to  their  rights  ;  fupporting  the 
independency  of  the  provinces  ,  and  not  to 
be  jubjeci  to  the  legijlative  power  of  Great - 
Britain . 

4  '  '  -  '  1  '  4 

Thefe  was  no  hep  which  required 
more  the  interpofition  of.  government 
tiian  this :  if  the  other  inflances  of  their 
feditious  temper  might  be  called  fudden 
tumults,  which  built  on  no  premedi¬ 
tated  deiagn,  and  dire&ed  only  to  tem¬ 
porary  purpofes,  might  ceafe  with  the 
■  prefen  t 


0  See  letter  to  Mr.  C 
1765. 


■jy  dated  November  i2: 
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prefent  frenzy,  and  leave  their  traces, 
only  in  the  devaftation  they  had  com¬ 
mitted  ;  this  was  more  hoffile  in  its  ap¬ 
pearance,  implied  more  of  a  deep  and 
dangerous  fpirit  of  determined  revolt, 
and  by  the  very  precedent  left  the  moft 
alarming  confequences  :  and  yet  al¬ 
though  the  nature,  defign,  and  confe¬ 
quences  of  this  meeting,  were  repeatedly 
and  by  various  hands  pointed  out  to 
them,  the  adminiltration  obferved,  du¬ 
ring  this  whole  proceeding,  a  total  li- 
lence ;  and  left  the  Americans  unre- 
ftrained  to  form  a  general  congrefs, 
which,  bearing  the  appearance  of  a  na¬ 
tional,  as  the  feveral  aifemblies  bore  of 
a  provincial  reprefen tative,  might  turn 
the  eyes,  affections  and  refpeCts  of  the 
coloniits  from  the  legiflature  of  Great- 
Britain  to  this  American  parliament. 

Even  the  laff  ffep  of  formed  and 
avowed  rebellion  was  ventured  on  by 
them  ;  that  of  railing  a  regular  body 
of  forces  to  be  oppofed  to  thofe  which 
England  might  employ. 

In 


[  98  ] 

In  this  town  (fays  a  p  perfon  on  the 
fpot)  all  power  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
people ;  out  of  which ,  under  pretence  of 
wilting  two  parties  in  the  town ,  are 
formed  two  companies ,  under  two  profef 
captains  ;  who  are  [aid  to  be  able  to  muf- 
ter  400  men  on  a  fort  warning.  I" wo  or 
three  gentlemen  of  fortune  profefs  to  have 
the  command  of  thefe  bands,  and  it  is  hoped 
they  have ;  as  the  governor  (whofe  au¬ 
thority  could  not  command  ten  men) 
and  every  other  officer  of  the  crown  lie  at 
their  mercy. 

fen  days,  or  more,  (fays  the  writer  * 
of  a  very  circumftantial  account  of  this 
dangerous  confederacy)  before  the  laf 
$th  of  November,  two  gentlemen,  called 
the  richef  merchants  in  this  town,  enter - 
tained  the  principal  men  of  thefe  parties , 
and  reconciled  them  to  one  another,  for 
ether  purpofes  I  fear  than  burning  a  pope . 
jj|  '  '  —Thus 

r  See  letter  to  the  lords  of  trade,  dated  November 
30,  1765. 

<i  See  letter  to  the  lords  of  trade,  dated  November 
Zb,  1765. 
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'-—'Thus  was  celebrated  the  union  between 
thefe  two  bands ,  who  ( at  a  time  when 
the  militia  have  refufed  to  obey  the  captain 
general,  and  it  has  been  J aid  publicly ,  at 
a  town-meeting ,  that  they  were  not  obliged 
to  obey  him )  are  Jdid  to  be  well  trained \ 
and  ready  to  obey  orders  upon  proper  occa- 
fions. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  government 
in  the  American  provinces  j 

Jf  fhape  it  might  be  called ,  which  Jloape  had  no  ns 
Dijlinguijhable  in  member ,  joint  or  limb ; 

Or  fubjiance  might  be  called  that  Jhadow  feemed  j 

An  exigence  in  which  the  fulled:  and 
moft  particular  inflrudtions,  and  the 
warmed:  encouragements,  were  necei- 
fary  to  diredt  and  adiffc  the  officers  in 
the  performance  of  their  duty  :  an  al¬ 
ii  fiance  and  encouragement  towards 
which  they  were  ever  turning  their  eyes 
and  hopes,  and  ever  in  vain.  For  with 
regard  to  the  execution  of  the  particular 
jadt  in  queftion,  the  minilby  fo  little 

intended 
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intended  it,  that  they  did  not  even  fend 
the  common  directions  for  that  purpofe ; 
or  even  copies  of  the  ad. 


The  complaints  of  this  negled  are 
very  numerous,  and  from  different  quar¬ 
ters.  1  enclofe  herewith  (fays  an  offi¬ 
cer  ')  a  certificate  of  my  having  taken  the 
oath  required  by  the  f amp-aB ;  which 
I  framed  from  a  copy  of  the  act  printed 
here ;  there  being  not  one  authentic  act 
here  t here  never  were  but  two ;  and 
thofe  fent  under  private  covers.  It  is 
f range— s fhouid  not  have  thofe  alts 


fent  them  by  which  they  are  liable  to 
penalties. 


I  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  your  lord- 
Jhips  (fays  another  5  )  that  I  was  left  to 
myfclf,  without  any  infractions  or  direc¬ 
tions  from  your  right  honourable  board ,  to 
guide  me  through  this  wildernefs.  Tour 

lordfoips 


/ 

r  See  letter  to  Mr.  Pownall,  dated  October  26, 
1765. 

See  letter  to  lords  of  trade,  dated  November  ?> 

1765. 
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iordjhips  willy  I  hope,  forgive  me  for  fay¬ 
ing,  that  I  even  had  not  the  common  no¬ 
tice  of  there  being  fuch  an  adl,  as  it  has 
never  been  fent  to  me . 

I  am,  my  lords,  (thefe  are  the  words 
of  a  third  1  )  under  great  difficulties,  with 
refpedl  to  the  Jlamp-adt ;  not  having  to 
this  day  received  the  adl  of  parliament, 
or  one  fcrape  of  a  pen  about  it ;  nor  is 
any  jl  amp -paper  or  officer  yet  arrived 
here .  (This  was  eight  days  after  the 
day  fixed  for  the  commencement  of  the 
adt)  I  fear,  my  lords,  there  has  been  an 
omiffion  fomewhere  relative  to  this  matter , 
which  embarrajfes  me  greatly  • 

And,  to  omit  feveral  others  of  the 
fame  kind,  even  fo  late  as  the  13th  of 
November  a  correfpondent u  writes  thus 
to  the  Board  of  Trade;  We  are  indeed 
particularly  circumfanced  in  this  province 

O  with 


1  See  letter  to  the  lords  of  trade,  dated  November 
9>  1765* 

u  See  letter  to  the  lords  of  trade,  dated  November 
23,1765. 


t 
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i cith  regard  to  the  funi p-acl ;  jor  eilen 
if  t here  was  no  oppojition  given  to  it ,  it 
could  not  be  put  in  force ,  as  no  commiffion 
or  inJlruShons for  thepurpofe  are  yet  come  to 
hand,  if  fent  from  England ;  and  without 
them  the  perj'on  nominated  difributor  of 
famps  could  not  be  qualified  to  execute  the 
office ,  were  he  fo  inclined. 

«  '  J  v 

But  bare  official  inftrudtions  were  not 
the  only  ones  which  the  occafions  and 
the  applications  of  the  officers  demand¬ 
ed  ;  they  had  hoped,  they  ftill  hoped 
to  receive  the  fupport  and  authority, 
which  England  alone  could  give  them  ; 
and  which  was  thought  as  neceffary  to 
preferve  the  peace  of  the  provinces,  as 
the  dominion  of  Great-Britain.  Some 
of  the  principal  ringleaders  in  the  late 
riots  (fays  a  ccrreipondent w  )  walk  the 
fireets  with  impunity ;  no  officer  dares 
attack  them,  no  attorney-general profecute 
them,  no  witnefs  appear  againjl  them , 
and  no  judge  Jit  upon  than  ;  Jo  it  mujl 

remain 

See  letter  to  board  of  trade,  dated  Decembet 
17,  1765. 


[  I03  1 

remain  until  other  orders  than  this  go¬ 
vernment  can  give  Jhall  be  taken. 


By  this  yon  may  guefs  (writes  a  perfon 
*  of  unihaken  loyalty  to  England)  what 
a  Jlate  this  government  is  in  ;  and  it  is 
not  likely  to  mend,  'till  the  power  and  au¬ 
thority  of  Great-Britain  comes  to  our 
relief.  For  this  I  can  quote  a  great  po- 
Mticicffi  of  this  town,  who  is  now  at  New- 
York,  attending  the  congrefs  there .  'This 
gentleman  (it  is  Mr.  Otis  of  whom  he 
fpeaks)  has,  I  believe,  conti  ibuted  more 
than  any  one  man  whatever  to  bring  us 
into  the  fate  of  outlawry  and  confufion  we 
are  now  in,  and  now  begins  to  be  Jrighten- 
ed  at  it :  before  he  left  this  town,  for 
New-York,  he  Jaid  to  a  gentleman,  if  the 
government  at  home  don  t  very  Joon  Jend 
forces  to  keep  the  province,  they  will  be 
cutting  one  anothers  throats  from  one  end 
to  the  other  of  it. 


Nothing 


*  See  letter  to  Mr.  Fowuall,  dated  October  iq, 

*765' 
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Nothing  can  be  done  here  to  enforce 
obedience  to  this  a&,  (fays  a  correfpon- 
dent  y  on  this  fubjedt)  and  noth  )ing  lefs 
than  the  wijdom  of  parliament  can  pro- 
* vide  a  remedy  for  this  act  of  difobedience. 
‘ The  militia  is  all  the  force  the  refpeblive 
governors  on  the  continent  depend  on,  upon 
all  emergencies  •,  and  experience  has  fhewn, 
how  vain  and ' fruit  lefs  it  is  to  beat  to  arms , 
when  neither  officers  or  men  will  or  dare 
appear. 

It  is  not  furprifing  that  the  adminiftra- 
tion  did  not  pay  more  regard  to  thefe 
and  the  like  complaints,  of  which  the 
letters  to  them  are  full,  than  they  had 
done  to  the  other  requifitions  on  the 
fame  fubjedt.  They,  who  would  not 
affift  their  diftreft  and  meritorious  offi¬ 
cers  even  with  inflrudtions,  could  not 
be  expedted  to  fend  the  more  material 
fupport  of  forces.  It  is  true,  that  an 
order  of  the  privy-council  was  made  z, 

diredting 

y  See  letter  to  lords  of  trade,  dated  Odfober  5, 
i765- 

z  See  Order  of  council,  dated  St.  James’s,  Oclq-t 
ber  23,  1765. 
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diredting,  Ifhat  orders  JJjould  be  given  to 
the  commanders  of  the  land  and  fea  forces 
in  America ,  for  their  concurrence  and  of 
fftance  in  fuppreffng  riots ,  when  called 
upon  by  the  governors  for  that  purpoje  : 
and  it  is  equally  true,  that  the  lords  of 
the  treafary  ordered  a  circular  letter  to 
be  written  to  the  governors,  directing 
th  em  to  affift  in  the  collection  of 
the  ftamp-duty,  and  to  fee  that  the  re¬ 
venue  received  no  damacre  :  an  inftruc- 

o 

tion  exaCtly  equal  in  efficacy  with  that 
exhortation,  which  the  inquihtors  give 
with  fo  much  charity  to  the  civil  magif- 
trate,  to  take  care  of  the  unhappy  vic¬ 
tim,  whom  they  have  themfelves  de¬ 
voted  and  doomed  to  deftruCtion.  It  is 

impoffible  to  read  the  f - y’s  letter  of 

the  24th  of  October  (fee  Appendix, 
No.  4.)  and  not  be  feniible,  that  the 
governors  muft  have  feen  it  was  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  miniftry  that  force  ffiould 
not  be  employed ;  and  that  they  muft 
expeCt  therefore  to  anfwer  in  their  own 
perfonsfor  everyfatal,  though  accidental 
confequence,  which  might  attend  the 

employ- 


employing  it :  under  thefe  circum- 
ftances  there  was  danger  that  the 
governors  thould  call  upon  the  com¬ 
manders  for  an  affiftance  to  their  efforts, 
the  luccefs  of  which  gave  them  nothing 
to  hope,  while  the  mifcarriage  left  them 
every  thing  to  fear. 

d  he  admmiftration  had,  however,  a 
ftill  Wronger  fecurity  that  the  occurrences 
in  America  fhould  not  be  interrupted 
by  force.  They  thought  that,  on  that 
continent  a  number  of  men,  equal  to 
the  exigence,  could  net  be  ahem  jleu  ; 
and  they  determined  that  no  more 
ihould  be  lent  thither.  Of  the  former 
of  thefe  points  the  {- — — y  had  been  in¬ 
formed  authentically,  as  he  chofe  to 
think,  by  the  commander  in  chief  of 
his  Majeily’s  forces  in  America  ■,  this 
appears  by  the  anfwer  which  he  returns 
to  that  officer;  3  efpecially  confulering 
what  you  Jay  of  the  difficulty,  or  rather 
impojfibility  of  drawing  any  conjiderabk 

number 


3  See  Appendix,  No,  5. 


[  I07  1 

number  of  men  together ;  and  of  the  int~ 
pradl. ic ability  of  attempting  any  thing  by 
force,  in  the  prefent  difpoftion  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  ‘without  a  refp  eel  able  body  of  troops. 

It  will  perhaps  appear,  by  a  perufal 
of  thofe  letters  from  the  commander  in 
chief,  which  are  to  be  found  in  the 
collection  of  papers  made  on  this  occa- 
fion,  that  of  the  hnpojjibility  of  drawing 
a  confiderable  number  of  men  together 
he  fays  nothing  :  he  fays  the  forces  are 
greatly  fcattered  and  divided  over  that 
vaft  continent,  that  a  junction  might 
be  prevented  by  the  froft,  &c.  but  a 
minifter  who  had  wiihed  to  aCt  with 
vigour,  might  have  given  orders  to  aCt 
if  the  junction  could  be  made  ;  and  if 
thefe  orders  had  been  given,  they  had 
been  executed  ;  for  a  fubfequent  letter 

informed  the  1 - y,  that  300  men, 

which  in  that  country  is  a  refpeCtable 

body  of  troops,  could  be  brought  to 

aCt 

*>  See  letter  to  Mr.  C- — y,  dated  December  21, 
1765. 
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ff  whenever  the  governors  fhould  re¬ 
quire  them. 


But  if  the  f- - y  really  underdood 


general  Gage  as  dating  an  impoflibility 
of  drawing  together  a  number  of  men 
lufftcient  to  attempt  any  thing  by  force, 
it  ought  to  have  been  to  him  the  drong- 
el't  motive  for  fending  thither  fuch  an 
abidance  as  might  be  equal  to  the  occa- 
lion.  So  far  were  the  minidry  from 
attending  to  this,  fo  far  from  fending 
to  the  continent  an  augmentation,  that 
they  prevented  that  increafe  of  force 
which  the  common  military  rotation 
would  have  carried  thither.  For  the 
time  was  now  coming  when  the  regi¬ 
ments,  which  were  on  duty  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  were  to  be  relieved  by 
thole  from  Ireland.  About  2500  men 
carried  to  America  for  this  purpofe; 
nd  as  the  regiments  which  have  paffed 
the  dated  time  of  their  fervice  there, 
are  at  the  fame  time  drawn  down  to  the 
coad  for  embarkation,  the  junction  of 

thefe. 
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thefe,  which  might  have  been  made  in 
any  place  mod;  proper  for  the  fervice, 
would  have  formed  a  body  of  near  jooo 
men,  ready  and  able  to  have  reduced 
the  revolting  provinces  to  obedience  : 
this  refource  was  flopped  under  thofe 
pre  tences,  which  in  fo  extenfive  a  do¬ 
minion  are  never  wanting  ;  under  the 
pret  ence  of  fear  of  fome  tumults  in  Ire^ 
land,  a  real'on  which  operated  equally 
for  two  or  three  years  together,  thefe 
regiments  were  detained  from  America, 
where  their  prefence  would  have  re- 
flored  fecurity  to  the  officers,  authority 
to  the  laws,  and  fovereignty  to  Great- 
Britain. 


v  \ 

Thefe  were  all  the  fteps  which  the 
miniflry  had  taken  to  execute  the  laws 
of  their  country,  and  to  preferve  the 
allegiance  of  America,  before  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  parliament.  It  is  true,  that  Mr. 

C - y  difpatched  to  America  two 

more  letters  on  the  15th  of  December : 
but  whoever  reads  them  (they  are  ill 
the  Appendix,  No.  5  and  6)  will  not 

P  be 
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be  furprized  that  no  credit  is  given  to 
the  writer  of  them  for  any  attempt  to 
quell  by  their  means  the  rebellion  in 
America ;  though  it  appeared  to  have 
encreafed  both  in  extent  and  danger 
from  the  24th  of  October  to  the  time  at 
which  they  were  written ;  for  they  are 
addreffed  only  to  one  province,  they 
contain  even  lefs  than  his  former  dif- 
patches,  and, ,  in  fa£t,  refer  to  them  as 
containing  fully  his  Majefty’s  fentiments 
and  commands. 

All  the  intelligence  has  now  been  laid 
together,  which  was  received  after  the 
24th  of  Odtober,  1765,  and  prior  to 
the  meeting  of  the  parliament ;  and 
none  has  been  produced,  which  was 
received  after  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
had  taken  this  matter  into  their  con- 
iideration.  For  by  thefe  means  the 
reader  is  enabled  to  compare  the  intelli¬ 
gence  with  the  condudt  of  the  adminif- 
tration  ;  and  to  determine  in  what  de¬ 
gree  they  merit  his  approbation  or  cen- 
fure,  as  minifters  entrufted  with  the 

execu- 
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execution  of  the  laws  of  their  country  : 
a  point  very  different  from  that,  which 
is  afterwards  to  be  conlidered,  the  great 
queftion  of  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp~a£t ; 
and  to  be  determined  upon  very  diffe¬ 
rent  grounds.  If  the  adt  was  repealed 
upon  juft  reafons,  it  will  not  follow 
that  the  condudt  of  the  miniftry,  before 
the  repeal,  was  either  wife  or  honeft : 
it  is  even  part  of  their  crime  that  their 

condudt  had  been  fuch  as  to  make  the 

.  %  * 

repeal  appear  neceffary  to  thofe  who 
repealed  it.  For,  from  the  intelligence 
which  has  been  produced,  it  appears, 
that  they  had  not  only  omitted  to  exe¬ 
cute  thofe  claufes  for  the  relief  of  the 
Americans  which  mull  have  facilitated 
the  reception  of  the  ftamp-adt ;  but 
even  to  fend  thofe  official  inftrudtions 
without  which  it  was  impoftible  that 
act  Ihould  be  executed  at  all  :  they  had 

J 

feen  the  laws  of  Great-Britain,  not  on¬ 
ly  the  law  in  queftion,  but  thofe  of  cuf- 
toms  and  police  violated  and  rejected ; 
her  officers  infulted ;  her  authority  con¬ 
temned  i  and  her  government  diffolved ; 

P  2  while 


while  the  independence  of  the  colonies 
was  alTerted  by  popular  publications, 
provincial  affemblies,  and  the  ftill  more 
dangerous  ftep  of  open  refinance  :  they 
had  looked  on,  while  to  maintain  this 
independence,  an  American  fenate  was 
formed,  which  might  receive  the  rever- 


rence  due  to  the  parliament  of  England  ; 
and  while  a  regular  iorce  was  embodied 
to  fupport  their  pretenfions  -y  and  in- 
fiead  of  checking  fo  dangerous  and  en- 
creafing  a  revolt  in  its  firft  and  feeble 
beginnings,  they  had  continued  and 
enc sealed  thele  evils  by  their  neglefb  and 
connivance ;  and  that  they  might,  by 
repealing  the  adt,  detradl  from  the  me¬ 
rits  of  the  preceding  miniftry,  effedl  an 
union  with  Mr.  Pitt,  andfecure  their  own 
continuance  in  office,  they  had  facrificed 
the  reputation,  empire,  and  interefts 
of  Great-Britain. 


It  is  impodible  not  to  fee  that  this 
was  their  deiign,  becaufe  their  condudt 
was  fuch  as  could  be  produced  by  no 
othei  motives ;  and  was  the  reverie  of 
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that,  which  was  di&ated  by  common 
prudence  and  a  regard  for  their  own 
reputation  and  fafety  ;  becaufe  it  was 
foretold  to  them,  both  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  officers  and  by  the  board  of  trade, 
th  at  thole  dreadful  eifeils  which  did 
follow  in  America,  would  be  the  con- 
iequences  ot  that  conduft  ;  and  becaufe 
too,  at  the  period  we  now  fpeak  of, 
the  meeting  of  the  parliament,  they  ac¬ 
tually  did  apply  them  to  that  purpofe. 

In  fa£t,  all  the  motives  which  had 
hitherto  influenced  them  to  this  conduit 
were  increafed  in  ftrength  :  the  tenure 
by  which  they  held  their  offices  was 
grown  dill  more  precarious ;  the  hand 
which  had  planted  could  no  longer 
protect  them ;  and  dedkute  as  they 
were  of  reputation,  experience  or  abi¬ 
lity,  and  looking  round  with  anxious 
difmay  in  fearch  of  fome  fupport,  they 
faw  none  but  in  the  deftrudtion  of  the 
rneafures  of  their  predeceflor,  and  in 
an  union  with  the  great  commoner. 
That  gentleman  had  retained  fpme  de- 


fl 
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gree  of  popularity,  for  he  was  not  yet 
a  peer ;  this  would  give  them  an  ap¬ 
pearance  at  leaft  of  ftrength ;  and  he 
was  fufficiently  converfant  in  bufinefs, 
to  free  them  from  the  ridiculous  diftrefs 
of  being  obliged  to  afk  alliftance  from 
every  one  whom  chance  threw  in  their 
way.  But  an  approximation  to  this 
perfon  was  not  eafy ;  fome  of  them  had 
forfaken  him,  and  given  him  reafon 
for  that  mixture  of  contempt  and  diflike 
which  he  exprelfed  pretty  freely  of  them 
all :  but  he  had  declared  his  difapproba- 
tion  of  the  Itamp-aCt ;  they  approached 
him  with  that  total  fubmiflion  to  his 
fentiments,  which  feldom  fails  of  plea- 
fing,  they  entreated  his  protection,  his 
intereft  required  that  all  the  capital mea- 
fures  of  the  former  miniftry  Jhould  he 
thought  wrong :  he  gave  them  therefore 
his  alliftance  on  this  queftion,  which 
was  fo  interefting  to  them  as  minilters  j 
and  their  l'ubfequent  behaviour  has 
gained  it  in  a  ltill  greater  degree ;  he 
has  confented  to  an  union  with  them  j 
and  England,  if  die  has  loll  America 

by 


yi  v 


[  n5  1 

% 

by  this  miniflerial  intrigue,  is  fo  happy 
as  to  have  purchafed,  by  that  fmall  facri- 
fice,  an  adminiftration  compofed  of 
lord  C - m  and  his  adopted  children.. 

Quod  ft  non  aliam  venturo  fata  Neroni 
Invenire  viam - -  - 


Ccelumque  fuo  fervire  tonanti 


Non  nifi  fcevorum  potuit  pojt  bella  gigantum , 

Jam  nihil  O  fuperi  querimur, feeler  a  ipfa  nefafqu$ 
Hdc  mercede  placent . 

r 

# 

But,  notwithftanding  their  confi¬ 
dence  in  this  powerful  auxiliary,  the 
miniftry  were  well  aware,  that  if  the 
queftion  was  to  be  debated  on  the  prin¬ 
ciples  ofjuftice,  policy,  or  public  ad¬ 
vantage,  they  could  have  no  hopes  of 
fuccefs.  Nothing  therefore  remained 
but  to  purfue  thofe  meafures  which  they 
had  pradtifed  fo  long,  and  in  which 
their  American  friends  had  given  them 
fuch  effectual  afliftance ;  and  to  apply 
to  the  fears  of  thofe,  whofe  judgments 
they  could  not  hope  to  convince. 


‘The 
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*Ehe  American  merchants  had  written  V 
that  no  dry  goods  may  be  J'ent  out  to  them , 
tinlcfs  the Jlamp-adl  is  repealed ;  andjome 
go  jo  far  as  to  fay,  that  they  will  not  pay 
their  debts  but  upon  that  condition. 

‘ This  fchenie  (fays  a  very  intelligent 
"  correfpondent)  is  calculated  Jolely  to 
influence  the  people  in  England ;  and  jhould 
it  be  executed,  the  people  in  America  will 
pay  an  extravagant  price  for  old  moth- 
eaten  goods,  and  fuch  as  the  merchants 
could  not  otherwife  fell.  Ehe  merchants 
may  likewife  have  views  of  getting  goofs 
in  that  cafe  from  Holland  and  other  foreign, 
parts,  while  the  mob  can  deter  the  cufom- 
houfe  officers  from  attempting  to  do  their 

They  have  wrote  many  c  letters  to  their 
correfpondent s  in  England,  in  which  they 

throw 

c  See  letter  to  Mr.  C - y,  dated  November  8, 

*765- 

d  See  paper  eiiclofed  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  C — 
dated  December  i  ?,  1765. 

e  See  letter  to  Mr.  C — — y,  dated  December  21, 
1765. 
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throw  the  blame  upon  the  Unruly  populace  i 
magnifying  the, force,  and  determined  ref¬ 
lation  of  the  people  to  oppofe  the  execution 
of  the  law  by  every  means ;  with  a  view 
to  terrify  and  frighten  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  into  a  repeal  of  the  a, 51.  And  the 
merchants  having  countermanded  the  goods 
they  had  wrote  for ,  unlefs  it  was  repealed* 
they  make  no  doubt  that  many  trading 
towns  and  principal  merchants  in  London 
will  ajjijl  them  to  accomplijh  their  ends. 

Their  expectations  were  Well  ground¬ 
ed  ;  many  trading  towns  and  principal 
merchants  in  London  did  affift  them  to 
accomplifh  their  ends  }  but  the  miniitry 
took  the  lead,  and  employed  for  this 
purpofe  every  engine  in  their  power  i 
every  body  remembers  the  induftry  with 
which  all  their  writers  and  orators  of 
every  fhape  and  hze  endeavoured  to  de¬ 
preciate  the  rights  of  Great-Britain  j 
and  to  exalt  the  privileges  of  the  free¬ 
born,  virtuous  and  independent  Ame¬ 
ricans  ;  their  union  and  their  ftrength 
were  reprefen  ted  as  irrefilHWe,  and  their 

(2  em- 
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employing  thefe  in  refinance  to  tri<5 
Engliih  parliament  praifed  as  heroic. 

When,  it  was  hoped,  the  minds  of 

a  *  *■ 

the  people  were  prepared  by  thefe  de¬ 
clamations,  petitions  were  follicited  by 
their  agents  from  fuch  of  the  manufac¬ 
turing  towns  as  they  could  hope  to  in¬ 
fluence  :  a  regular  ibcietv  of  American 
merchants  in  London  was  formed  for 
this  among  other  purpofes;  this  fociety, 
fupported  and  afiifted  by  government, 
became  fo  fuccefsful,  as  to  claim  at 
■length  the  fuperiority ;  they  obtamed 
it ;  and  the  counfeis  of  the  kingdom 
were  guided,  not  by  the  enlarged  maxims 
of  general  policy,  not  by  confiderations 

even  of  permanent  and  extenflve  com- 

*-  • 

mercial  interefts,  but  by  the  temporary 
and  partial  views  of  a  junto  of  interested 

traders  held  at  a  tavern.  Now  that 

»/■*  »  » 

the  ferment  raifed  on  this  occafion  has 
fubiided,  one  can  fcarcely  believe  this 
fadt,  though  fo  recent  and  authentic ; 
or  that  fuch  means  and  inftruments 

t  »  4 

fliould  produce,  as  they  did  produce, 

the 


tlie  repeal  of  the  ftamp-ad.  For  It  wa3 
in  vain  that,  to  the  popular  panic,  every 
argument  was  oppofed,  which  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  juftice,  of  the  conftitution,  of 
policy,  even  of  intereft  could  furniih. 
It  was  in  vain  that  thofe,  who  were  fo 
unpopular  as  to  defend  the  caufe  of 
Great-Britain,  urged  that  the  ftamp-ad 
had  pafied  upon  the  mo  ft  general  and 
acknowledged  grounds  of  Whig  policy, 
that  fupport  on  the  part  of  the  fubjecd, 
is  due  in  retui  n  for  protection  on  the 
part  of  government ;  that  taxation 
Ihould  be  extended  over  all  the  parts  of 
a  ftate,  in  proportion  to  the  relative 
ability  found  in  each.  If,  faid  they, 
\ye  examine  the  arguments'  by  which  the 
Americans  would  prove  their  right  of 
exe  mption,  we  Hi  all  fee  that  the  admii- 
fion  of  them  dilTolves  at  once  the  con- 
ftitution  of  our  country  :  if  the  legisla¬ 
ture  has  no  power  but  over  thofe  who 
vote  for  the  election  of  the  members 
which  form  one  part  of  it,  not  only  all 
our  polfeinons  in  Alia,  Africa  and  Ame¬ 
rica  are  exempted  froro  any  obedience 

Q z  '  to 
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to  the  laws  of  trade,  revenue  and  police, 
palled  in  England  ;  but  even  nineteen- 
twentieths  of  the  inhabitants  of  Gieat- 
Britain  are  releafed  from  their  lubjec- 
ticn  ;  and  entituled  to  return  to  that 
lavage  freedom  on  which  every  reftric- 
tive  law  is  an  ufurpation,  But  it  is  not 
from  its  abfurd  and  pernicious  confe- 
quences  alone  that  we  prove  the  falfe- 
hood  of  this  maxim  ;  it  proceeds  from 
an  ignorance  of  the  nature  and  powers 
of  our  conftitution.  The  Commons  of 
Great-Britain,  alfembledin  parliament, 
are  not  only  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
counties  and  boroughs  who  depute 
them,  but  of  all  the  commons  of  the 
realm :  they  are  entrufted  with  the  in- 
terefts,  appointed  to  guard  the  liberties, 
relieve  the  burthens,  and  redrefs  the 
grievances  of  the  whole  kingdom  ;  there 
is  no  part  of  it  but  is  entituled  to  their 
pratedtion,  there  is  none  therefore  which 
is  exempted  from  their  authority;  the 
contrary  dodtrine  diminifhes  their  uti¬ 
lity,  degrades  their  charadter,  and  re¬ 
duces  them  from  the  honourable  and 

exteniive 
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extenfive  office  of  being  the  guardiani 
and  counfellors  of  a  whole  kingdom, 
to  that  of  burgomafters  for  a  petty, 
fometimes  an  uninhabited  borough.  It 
is  one  of  the  firft  duties  of  thofe  to 
whom  this  important  trull  is  committed 
to  execute  it,  and  elpecially  that  un- 
plealing  but  necelfary  part  of  it  the 
power  of  taxation,  in  the  moll  impar¬ 
tial  manner  ;  it  is  this  alone  which  can 
induce  the  fubjedt  to  bear  with  patience 
the  burthen  of  imports  ;  will  you  not 
then  betray  the  trull  of  your  conllitu- 
ents,  if  you  fuller  any  part  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  force  an  exemption  from  thofe 
taxes  which  the  public  exigencies  re¬ 
quire  to  be  impofed  on  the  whole  ;  and 
will  you  not  dertroy  that  confidence  on 
which  all  government  is  founded  ? 

The  diftindlions  which  have  been 
made  on  this  fubjedl  are  not  well 
grounded ;  The  parliament  has  the  right 
of  impofng  external,  not  internal  duties  : 
and  it  will  be  proper  to  lay  on  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  every  burthen  which  the  hand,  of 
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firmer  can  itnpqfe,  if  they  jhould  attempt 
to  become  manufadlurers.  Thefe  fenti- 
ments  have  been  delivered  and  received 
as  maxims;  but  the  difference  between 
the  right  of  impoling  internal  and  exter¬ 
nal  duties  is  merely  imaginary,  grounded 
on  no  principle  of  juflice  or  policy, 
contradictory  to  the  claims  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  whole  refolutions  1  ajfert  their 
exemption  from  all  duties  not  impofed  by 
themf elves ;  and  is  treated  as  an  idle 
diflindtion  by  Mr.  Otis,  the  chofen 
champion  ol  American  privileges.  The 
other  maxim,  that  of  forbidding  manu¬ 
factures,  fee  ms  a  much  greater  and  lefs 
juftifiable  infringement  of  the  rights 
claimed  by  the  Americans,  than  the 
impoling  on  them  a  tax  for  their  own 
defence,  is  with  difficulty  to  be  refolved 
into  any  principle  but  that  of  power ; 
and  mall  he  very  uncertain  in  its  extent 
and  operation ;  whereas  that  of  the 
fiamp-adt  is  founded  in  juftice,  and  of 
certain  and  acknowledged  extent  and 
application. 

The 

•  fee  Appendix,  No,  7  and  14,  - 


The  ability  of  America,  to  raile  this 
proportion  of  the  fum  necedfary  for  their 
own  defence,  admits  of  no  doubt ;  the 
prefiure  of  debt  upon  them,  of  which* 
as  of  a  popular  topic,  they  have  made 
l'ome  ufe,  was  at  the  end  of  the  war 
not  quite  2,600,000  /:  it  is  already  re¬ 
duced  to  about  767,000  /,  and  the 
greater  part  of  this  will  be  paid  off  in 
two  or  three  years  by  funds  provided  for 
that  purpofe.  The  whole  fum  expedted- 
to  be  railed  by  the  damp- duty  was 
100,000/  a  year;  the  repartition  of 
this  upon  1,500,000  people,  at  which 
the  lowed:  computation  eftimates  the 
prefent  inhabitants  of  that  country, 
would  not  draw  from  each  perfon  more 
'than  half  the  value  of  a  day’s  labour  in 
America.  England  has  even  furnilhed 
them  with  refources  to  raile  the  revenue 
lhe  has  required  ;  the  bounties  given  to 
'  them  on  two  or  three  articles  alone 
would  enable  them  to  fupport  the  new 
impofitions ;  and  the  increafe  of  the 
eftablilhments  there  furnilhes  them 

with  another  fund,  which  alone  would 

more- 
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tnore  than  balance  the  account ;  it  is 
fufficient  to  mention  this,  for  it  is  not  on 
this  ground  that  the  Americans  with  to 
Hand ;  they  do  not  plead  poverty,  but 
privilege ;  and  have  refled  their  caufe* 
not-  upon  their  inability  to  fupport,  but 
their  right  of  exemption  from  an  Eng¬ 
lish  tax* 

\  V 

The  manner  in  which  the  refinance 
has  been  exerted,  proves  Hill  more 
Hrongly  the  neceffity  of  oppofing  it 
with  firmnefs*  Riots  in  the  capitals  of 
the  provinces*  perfonal  attacks  on  our 
officers*  infults  on  our  government, 
thefe  are  the  actions  by  which  they  have 
accompanied  and  fupported  thofe  reso¬ 
lutions  of  their  affemblies  which  dis¬ 
claimed  our  authority.  The  miniflry, 
partial  as  they  are  to  the  Americans, 
have  themfelves  acknowledged  that  in 
thefe  circumHances  it  would  be  dis¬ 
graceful,  and  it  is  impoffible  to  repeal 
the  aft.  Read,  in  the  difpatches  of 

Mr.  C - y,  who  will  not  be  fulpe&ed 

of  averting  the  rights  of  Great-Britain 

in 
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in  too  high  a  tone,  this  point  deter¬ 
mined.  He  directs  the  officers  to  re - 
prefent  to  them  the  dreadful  confequences 
that  mujl  inevitably  attend  the  forcible 
and  violent  reffance  to  aids  of  the  Brit  if 
parliament . 

He  affures  them  that  his  Majefly  can¬ 
not  permit  his  own  dignity  and  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  Bntijh  legijlature  to  be  tram¬ 
pled  on  by  force  and  violence . 

Neither  will  his  Majefy  undoubtedly 
fubmity  or  his  ferv ants  advife,  under  any 
circumfancesy  that  the  refpedl  which  is 
due  to  parliament ,  and  which  is  necefary 
for  the  general  good  of  the  whole  Britijh 
empirey  Jhould  any  where  be  made  a 
facrifice  to  local  and  dangerous  prejudices. 

From  the  time  of  writing  thefe  letters, 
the  difrefpedt  to  parliament,  the  vio¬ 
lent  refiftance  to  adds  of  the  Britilh  leffi- 

o 

ilature,  and  thofe  outrages,  by  which 
they  were  fupported,  have  been  conti¬ 
nually  eicrealing ;  the  difgrace  there- 
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fore  and  the  danger  are  proportionally 
encrealed,  and  thofe  fentiments  which 
then  animated  him  are  drengthened  too; 
it  is  impoffible  therefore  that  the  minif- 
try  can,  without  adfing  in  diredt  con- 
tradidtion  to  themfeives  as  well  as  to 
their  duty,  propofe  that  the  refpedt  due 
to  parliament  fhould  be  made  a  facrifice 
to  local  and  dangerous  prejudices.  To 
make  this  facrifice  will  deter  both  fu¬ 
ture  miniders  from  forming  any  fchemes 
for  the  public  utility,  which  may  ex- 
pofe  them  to  be  facrificed  to  combina¬ 
tions  of  private  intered,  the  clamour  of 
multitudes,  or  the  malice  of  fadtion  ; 

and  future  officers  from  executing  adts 

© 

of  parliament,  for  and  in  that  country 
and  will  contribute  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
defign  which  the  moll:  defperate  of  the 
colonids  have  formed  to  make  Great- 
Britain  contemptible ,  by  extorting  a  re¬ 
peal  oj  an  act  oj  parliament  during  an  ac¬ 
tual  rejijlance  to  its  execution  :  a  repeal 
which  will  either  abrogate  in  effedt  all 
other  laws  and  datutes  relating  to  our 
colonies ;  or  at  lead:  greatly  encreale 

the 


[  127  ] 

the  difficulty  of  enforcing  them,  as  well 
as  poftpone  it  to  a  feafon,  when  the 
ftrength  of  the  colonies  as  well  as  their 
claims  of  independence  being  augment¬ 
ed,  the  fituations  and  difpolitions  too 
of  the  other  powers  of  Europe  may  be 
fuch  as  to  render  the  conteft  far  more 
dangerous. 

Thefe,  and  the  other  arguments, 
which  were  drawn  from  all  the  great 
and  interefting  topics  with  which  the 
fubjedt  abounds,  were  fcarcely  heard, 
for  it  was  reafon  only  which  fpoke  :  the 
tumult  of  popular  fear  exprelfed  itfelf 
in  louder  terms,  and  was  more  attended 
to.  The  Americans  had  withdrawn 
their  commiffions  j  they  threatened  to 
withhold  the  payment  of  their  debts ; 
the  firft  of  thefe  was  an  illegal  and  hof- 
tile  combination  to  diflrefs  our  manu¬ 
facturers,  a  ftep  rather  allowable  in  an 
equal  when  in  a  ftate  of  war,  than  in 
fubjeCts  who  pretend  to  be  in  peace: 
the  laft  was  fuch  a  breach  of  private 
faith  as  is  not  praChfed  even  in  time  of 

R  2  war 
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war  between  jealous  commercial  rivals  ; 
and  both  of  them  means  which  would 
always  be  in  the  power  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  to  ufe,  and  would  hereafter  be  re¬ 
curred  to  with  an  ailurance  of  fuccefs : 
and  yet  thefe  reafons,  which  would 
have  made  it  diigraceful  and  unwife  to 
have  given  way  in  an  indifferent  matter, 
operated  fo  ftrongly  on  the  multitude 
that  they  perfwaded  them  we  ought  to 
recede  in  the  jufteft  caufe,  and  from 
the  fhongcfi  ground.  Petitions  were 
obtained,  the  manufacturers  excited, 
the  merchants  clamorous,  the  minif- 
try,  interefted  and  factious,  direct¬ 
ed  to  their  own  purpofes  the  refin¬ 
ance  and  the  clamours  which  they  had 
raifed  ;  and  the  legiflature,  with  a  con- 
defcenfion  to  popular  alarm,  and  a 
lenity  to  the  colonies  which  demands 
the  ampleft  returns  of  gratitude  and 
obedience,  paffed  a  bill  for  the  repeal 
of  the  ftamp-act. 

ai  be  conduEl  cf  the  late  a dminiji  ration 
has  now  been  ftated  from  authentic 

vouchers, 
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vouchers  j  it  is  time  to  examine  the 
merits  of  it  with  regard  to  the  crown, 
to  America,  and  to  Great-Britain.  In 
fpeaking  of  that  adminiftration,  I  would 
be  undenfood  to  fpeak  generally ;  J  do 
not  pretend  to  be  informed  by  what  part 
of  it  the  counfels  were  planned  ;  it  is 
therefore  left  to  them  to  divide  in  the 
proper  proportions  that  praife  to  which 
the  public  lhall  think  them  entituled. 

If  the  i  y  for  the  1 - n  department 

was  only  the  hand,  I  defire  to  charge 
him  only  with  being  the  hand; ,  though 
to  the  hate  he  is  accountable  for  the 

r 

plan  of  thofe  counfels  by  which  his  de¬ 
partment  is  conducted  ;  a  weight  which, 
he  has  with  great  prudence  and  caution 
contrived,  if  it  be  poffible,  to  fhift  on 
Other  inouiders,  by  a  ftratagem  exadtly 
C(^ual  with  that  of  a  much  fatter  com- 
mander,  who  prudently  withdrew  when 
he  had  led  his  r dgganniffins  where  they 
tmght  be  peppered . 

The  firif  whom  their  condudt  regards 
a  name  which  fhould  never  be  mixed 

amid 
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amid  the  tumult  of  party  contefts ;  and 
which  I  mention  with  reludlance  though 
it  is  to  recall  to  it  that  reverence  which 
is  its  due,  and  which  the  behaviour  of 
the  late  adminiftration  has  tended  fo 
much  to  diminish.  It  is  the  great  ad¬ 
vantage  which  limited  and  mixed  mo¬ 
narchies  have  over  thole  of  a  more  def- 
potic  call,  that  in  them  there  are  fo 
many  intermediate  lubordinate  powers 
between  the  king  and  his  people,  that 
the  love  and  reverence,  which  for  the 
public  good  it  is  expedient  he  fhould 
polfefs,  may  always  be  retained  to  him. 
To  this  end  it  is  neceflary  that  the  pri¬ 
vate  fentiments  of  the  monarch  fhould 
not  be  quoted  at  all ;  and  that  thofe  of 
his  character  fhould  be  exprelfed  with  a 
moderation  and  dignity  equally  removed 
from  the  vehemence  of  any  party,  that 
he  may  continue  to  ail  the  objedt  of 
veneration.  The  late  adminiftration 
offended  againft  both  thefe  parts  of  their 
duty  as  minifters. 

It 
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It  would  perhaps  be  unjuft  to  re¬ 
proach  them  with  the  effeminate,  un¬ 
certain,  and  even  ungrammatical  ex- 
prelffons  in  which  they  cloath  the  fen- 
timents  which  they  attribute  to  their 
fovereign ;  fo  different  from  that  plain 
and  natural  ftyle  which  ought  to  con¬ 
vey  the  commands  of  an  Englifh  king  ; 
becaufe  it  is  probable  that  they  ufed  on 
this  occalion  the  beft  expreffions  in  their 
power. 

But  they  are  to  be  told,  that  to  de- 
fcribe  their  mailer  as  furprifed,  and  as 
highly  provoked  (fee  Appendix,  No.  3 
and  5)  is  not  a  proof  of  their  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  duties  of  adminiftration. 
The  prefident  Montefquieu,  when  he 
condemns  this  mixing  of  paffion  with 
the  royal  authority,  which  he  fays 
(Liv.  xii,  chap.  25)  eft  un  grand  refort , 
qui  doit  fe  mouvoir  aifement ,  &  fans  bruit, 
could  not  more  exactly  have  defcribed 
their  difpatches,  if  he  had  read  them. 
Un  minifre  malhabile — ne  J'cait  vous  dire 
*u  vous  ecrire  fi  ce  ri eft  que  le  prince  ef 

fache 
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facbe,  quit  ejl  furpris,  quil  meltra  or  due. 
The  reafon  of  the  impropriety  of  this 
kind  of  ffcyle  he  had  given  before,  Dans 
nos  monarchies  tonte  la  f elicit}  confifle  dans 
V opinion  qne  le  peuple  a  de  la  douceur  du 
gouvernement .  The  king  is  the  father 
of  his  people,  and  he  views  their  errors 
and  their  crimes  with  that  compaffion 
with  which  parents  regard  the  mifeon- 
duCt  of  their  children ;  it  is  with  re¬ 
luctance  that  he  lifts  his  hand  to  punifh, 
and  it  is  not  the  being  provoked,  it  is 
the  necefiity  of  preventing  greater  evils, 
it  is  juftice,  it  is  his  paternal  care  for 
his  obedient  fubjeCts,  which  draws  from 
him  any  mark  of  correction  and  chaftife- 
ment.  It  is  by  this  character  that  he 
preferves  the  reverence  of  his  people, 
and  therefore  to  attribute  to  him  thofe 
little  paffions,  which  may  perhaps  at 
tome  times  agitate  the  minds  of  his 
minifters,  is  to  diminifh  his  dignity, 
the  confidence  which  his  fubjects  place 
in  him,  and  the  happinefs  of  his  people. 
This  is  fo  felf-evident  that  I  doubt  not 
the  f — —  y  himfelf  will  be  the  firft  to 

acknow- 
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acknowledge  it  and  to  confcfs  that  lie 
could  not,  without  betraying  equally 
the  truth  and  his  duty,  reprefent  his 
mailer  as  highly  provoked. 

But  this  was  not  the  only  inftance  in 
which  they  mifreprefented  the  fenti- 
ments  of  their  fovereign :  when  they 
were  to  influence  by  authority  thofe 
whom  popular  tumult  could  not  terrify 
to  confent  to  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-a£t, 
they  had  recourfe  to  the  name  of  the 
1 — •,  alluring  thofe  who  would  hear 
them,  that  the  — ■ —  wiihed  it  mieht 
be  repealed.  The  part  of  honeil  and 
affectionate  fervants  was  the  very  re- 
verfe  of  this  ;  fuppoflng  '  the  meafure 
itfelf  to  have  been  juft,  all  mention  of 
that  name  ihould  have  been  fupprefled, 
till,  the  fuccefs  of  the  repeal  being  af- 
certained,  the  wifhes  which  he  ex- 
preifed  for  the  relief  might  be  held  out 
as  the  objedt  of  the  gratitude  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  ;  but  to  quote  this  authority,  and  to 
rifque  thereby  this  reputation  for  the 
promotion  of  their  own  party-purpofes, 

S  was 


■? '  n 


Hi 


[  *34  1 

was  a  conduct  neither  fuggefted  by  duttf 
to  their  fovereign,  nor  by  regard  for  the 
conflitution  :  this  referve  would  have 
been  neceffary,  had  the  opinion  of  the 
— —  been  that  which  they  attributed 
to  him  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  they  falfi- 
hed  as  well  as  proftituted  the  fentiments 
of  the  — — :  it  is  certain,  although 
when  contradicted  on  this  fubjedt  by 
thole  who  could  do  it  with  authority, 
they  endeavoured  to  avoid  the  dii°race 
of  this  contradiction  by  an  expedient  bor¬ 
rowed  from  their  only  fchool  of  bufi- 
nels,  thofe  clubs  of  gaming  in  which 
gentlemen  do  not  truft  the  unwritten 
words  of  gentlemen,  and  demanded  in 
writing  the  words  of  their  fovereign. 

His  words  were  the  genuine  dictates 
of  his  wifdom  and  love  for  his  people ; 
careful  of  the  fafety  of  all  his  fubjects, 
he  willied  to  unite  them  all  by  the 
bands  of  mutual  fupport,  and  by  a 
community  of  duties  as  well  as  of 
rights.  They  can  claim  no  merit  to¬ 
wards  the  crown,  who  by  their  artifices 
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prevented  the  execution  of  that  royal 
widi ;  but  muft  with  terror  look  for¬ 
ward  to  that  hour,  for  it  will  come, 
when  Auguftus,  grieved  with  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  only  lofs  which  can 
obfcure  the  glories  of  his  fuccefsful 
reign,  flrall  demand  from  them  a  redi~ 
tution,  not  of  a  province,  but  of  an 
empire  more  extenlive  than  that  of 
Rome ;  not  of  three  legions,  but  of 
whole  nations  of  fubjedls. 

They  appear  however  to  deferve  at 
lead;  the  thanks  of  the  Americans, 
whofe  prefent  intereds  they  have  pro¬ 
moted,  and  of  whofe  privileges  they 
are  the  avowed  patrons  ;  and  yet  there 
are  many  reafons  which  may  induce 
thofe  who  are  bed;  acquainted  with  the 
true  intereds  of  that  country,  to  think 
that  they  have  not  been  ferved  by  the 
late  projedt  of  emancipation.  If  it  is 
true,  as  it  has  hitherto  been  pretty 
generally  thought,  that  the  good  of  each 
part  is  infeparable  from  that  of  the 
whole,  their  intereds  are  involved  in 
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thofe  of  the  whole  empire,  and  they 
muft  themfelves  be  hurt  by  their  partial 
exemptions. 

If  it  is  the  interelf  of  colonies,  formed 
of  luch  various  and  difcordant  materials, 
to  be  attempered,  guided,  encouraged, 
or  reftrained  by  their  common  parent ; 
the  being  fet  loofe  from  that  tie,  and 
encouraged  to  reject  the  authority  of 
that  parent,  will  have  material  and 
immediate  ill  confequences.  It  is  true, 
th  at  the  Americans,  under  the  fhade  and 
protection  of  Great-Britain,  have  made 
rapid  advances  in  population,  com-*- 
merce  and  wealth ;  but  are  they  fuffi-* 
cicnt-y  ftrong  to  flourifh  without  her 
care  ;  or  to  fupport,  I  will  not  fay  her 
refentment,  but  her  negleCt  ?  The 
provinces  on  the  American  continent 
have  been  ib  divided  in  principles,  fen- 
timents  and  manners  ;  fo  jealous  of  the 
progrefs  of  each  other  in  ftrength,  com-, 
merce  and  riches,  that  they  have  ever 
been  unable  to  form  an  union  equal  to 
their  own  defence.  Their  frontiers  on 

both 
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both  Tides  are  extenhve,  and  therefore 
eaiily  attacked  ;  they  have  no  fortreffes, 
no  drips  of  force,  no  marine  of  their 
own }  but  mud;  depend  upon  the  Eng- 
lidi  navy  to  keep  at  a  distance  from 
them  thofe  dangers  which  they  are  una¬ 
ble  to  repell  :  the  Indian  nations,  re¬ 
duced  as  they  are,  are  dull  formidable 
to  them ;  it  was  by  the  English  arms 
that  their  inroads  fince  the  peace  have 
been  checked  and  prevented ;  thofe 
arms  oi  the  expence  of  which  the  colo¬ 
nists  have  refined  to  pay  any  proportion  ; 
and  yet  they  may  again  want  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  that  government  which  they 
have  rejected ;  and  they  may  call  too 
late  for  the  efforts  of  that  warmth  of 
affection,  which  focli  a  partial  exemp¬ 
tion  tends  to  alienate  from  them. 

It  tends  too  to  alienate  from  them  this 
affection,  from  which  they  have  re¬ 
ceived  fuch  advantages,  that  they  have 
been  reprefented  to  have  fome  peculiar 
claims  to  a  freedom  which  they  pur- 
chafed  by  peculiar  fortitude ;  a  repre¬ 
sentation 
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fentation  which  is  moft  untrue.  We 
have  been  told,  that  havin gfled  to  that 
country  from  our  opprejjion ,  their  migra¬ 
tion  to  America,  as  it  argued  in  them 
a  love,  fo  it  gave  them  a  title  to  free¬ 
dom  fuperior  to  that  of  their  fellow 
fubjedts  who  remained  in  England.  But 
to  efteem  the  Americans  our  brethren, 
and  to  with  that  they  may  deferve  and 
polTefs  all  the  fweets  of  civil  and  reli¬ 
gious  liberty,  which  Great-Britain  en¬ 
joys,  does  not  make  us  forget  that  they 
received  thefe  bleffings  from  England, 
and  depend  on  her  for  the  continuance  of 
them.  The  truth  of  the  latter  of  thefe 
propolitions  is  obvious ;  the  proof  of 
the  former  would  be  eafy  but  invidious; 
for  the  hiftory  of  thefe  colonies  is  not 
involved  in  that  cloud  of  fable  which 
hangs  over  and  aggrandizes  the  origin 
of  more  antient  nations  :  it  would  not 
be  difficult  to  give  a  detail  of  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  each  ;  and  it  would  appear 
from  that  detail  that  there  are  few  of 
them  who  could  claim  any  hereditary 
difcriminating  privileges.  Of  the  patriot 
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coloni ft s  of  New-York  it  is  fo  far  from 
being  true  that  they  fled  from  our  opprefl- 
flcn,  or  grew  by  our  neglebl,  that  they 
were  Dutch  lubjedls  acquired  by  our 
arms,  and  received,  by  a  formal  cefiion 
from  Holland  in  1667,  into  our  protec¬ 
tion.  Of  the  Virginians,  whofe 
lutions  were  the  alarum-bell  to  rebel¬ 
lion,  and  who  have  been  efteemed  the 
great  patrons  of  American  privileges, 
it  may  be  faid  with  truth,  that  all  the 
inhabitants  of  that  colony  did  not  re¬ 
tire  thither  from  motives  of  religion  and 
virtue ;  and  that  fome  of  them  at  leaft 
were  removed  to  that  place,  not  by  the 
oppreffion  but  the  mercy  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  England.  Nor  is  this  peculiar 
to  the  colony  of  Virginia,  for  I  find  in 
one  of  the  American  newfpapers,  dated 
Bofton,  September  2,  1765,  that  one 
of  thofe  patriots  who  had  been  the  moil 
adtive  in  forcing  from  Mr.  Johnfon  a 
refignation  of  his  ftamp-office  was  a 
foreigner  (by  which  name  I  fuppofe 
they  do  not  yet  defcribe  an  Englifhman) 

who  had  been  tranfported  f  rom  England 

to 
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so  America.  Such  a  detail  would  be 
but  a  mild  return  for  all  thofe  marks  of 
negledt,  contempt,  and  infuit  on  Great- 
Britain,  with  which  the  writings  of  that 
country  have  abounded  >  it  will  how¬ 
ever  be  more  temperate  only  to  fay, 
that  admitting  that  to  be  true  of  all  the 
colonies,  which  is  perhaps  true  only  of 
the  New-England  governments,  that 
the  fettlers  of  them  retired  thither  to 
enjoy  that  liberty  of  which  a  monarch 
of  arbitrary  principles  was  endeavouring 
to  deprive  them  at  home ;  yet  lefs  praife 
is  due  to  thofe  who  fled  from  the  dan¬ 
ger,  than  to  thofe  who  had  the  cou¬ 
rage  to  abide  it.  If  their  bight  argued 
in  them  a  love  of  freedom,  their  coun¬ 
trymen  who  remained  in  England  fhew- 
ed  by  their  actions  an  equal  love  of  it, 
fupported  with  more  refolution  and 
fuccefs ;  they  took  arms  to  oppofe  the 
tyranny  from  which  the  others  fled, 
averted  it  by  the  civil  war,  and  abo- 
lifhed  it  by  the  revolution.  In  thefe 
two  hazardous  enterprizes,  undertaken 
for  the  caufe  of  liberty,  the  colonies 
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took  no  part ;  they  followed  in  both  the 
fortunes  of  the  mother-country ;  the 
patriots  of  which  diffufed  the  advantages 
of  their  fuccefs  to  the  infant  colonies 
after  their  fettlement ;  and  the  colonifts 
therefore  have  neither  Ihewn  any  pecu¬ 
liar  attachment,  nor  can  be  entitled  to 
any  of  thofe  fuperior  claims  to  freedom, 
which  have  been  fo  invidioufly  and 
falfely  made  in  their  behalf ;  but  owe 
every  branch  of  the  liberties  of  Engiilh- 
men  to  the  community  of  rights,  which 
they  are  entitled  to  as  long  as  they  re¬ 
main  in  that  fubjedtion  to  England,  to 
which  they  are  bound  by  the  ties  of 
gratitude,  juftice,  and  intereft.  In  fadt, 
the  rights  to  which  they  have  a  juft 
claim,  are  rendered  precarious  by  placing 
them  on  the  ground,  on  which  fome; 
of  their  imprudent  advocates  in  England 
have  concurred  with  fome  of  their  af- 
femblies  to  place  them. 


The  franchifes  of  Great-Britain  ate 
protedted  and  preferved  for  all  the  fub-  . 
jedts  of  the  realm  by  the  fame  power 

T  which 
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which  defined  and  obtained  them )  for 
it  was  not  by  the  flight  of  a  few  Ply¬ 
mouth  adventurers,  but  by  the  courage 
and  conftancy  of  the  people  of  England 
that  the  freedom  of  our  conftitution  was 
defended  :  the  hill  oj  rights ,  the  act  of 
fettlement ,  on  which  all  our  liberties 
depend,  are  not  the  refolutions  of  an 
affembly  of  colonifts,  but  the  adts  of 
an  Engiifh  parliament.  As  our  liber¬ 
ties  were  eftabliihed,  fo  they  are  ftill 
protected  by  the  legiflature  of  Great- 
Britain ;  it  is  as  claimants  under  this 
title,  and  fubjedts  to  this  power,  that  the 
Americans  have  ever  enjoyed  and  ftill 
enjoy  them ;  a  claim  and  title  which 
cannot  exift  in  thofe  who  rejedt  its  au¬ 
thority  :  the  caufe  therefore  of  the  co- 
lonifts  and  their  rights,  are  betrayed  by 
thole  who  withdraw  their  dependence 
from  the  fupreme  legiflature,  and  teach 
them  to  relt  upon  the  precarious  and 
feeble  fupport  of  a  provincial  affembly. 

t  »  <  < 

'  The  Americans  indeed  owe  it  to  the 
connivance  and  encouragement  of  the 
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la  ft  miniftry,  that  their  people  have 
been  blooded  with  the  prey  of  lcdition  ; 
that  they  have  been  taught  to  obtain 
fupport  by  other  means  than  induftry, 
and  privileges  by  other  means  than  obe¬ 
dience  ;  but  whether  the  exciting  and 
rewaiding  this  temper  will  conduce  to 
the  happinefs  of  that  continent,  either 
in  the  feveral  provinces,  or  confidered 
as  a  common  empire,  is  to  be  referred 
to  the  judgment  of  the  wile  and  loyal 
of  the  colonifts :  a  judgment  which 
they  have  already  exprefted  ;  for  all  the 
Americans  are  not  to  be  involved  in 
thofe  acculations  of  difobedience,  which 
have  been  proved  on  fame.  There  have 
ever  been  amen?  them  men  of  wifdom 
and  moderation,  well  acquainted  with, 
and  attached  to  the  conftitution  of  their 
country ;  and  though  fome  of  thefe, 
driven  as  exiles  to  Great-Britain,  are 
neeledled  in  that  kingdom  for  the  caufe 
of  which  they  futfer ;  there  are  yet 
many  others,  who  wait  only  ’till  th 
firft  guft  of  popular  tempeft  is  paft,  to 
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avow  their  principles  and  return  to 
their  duty. 

In  tiuth  the  Americans  in  general  ar<j 
lefs  guilty  than  they  may  at  firft  fight 
be  thought :  the  defire  of  prefent  eafe 
is  the  common  feeling  of  man,  and  the 
bulk  of  the  people  are  fo  entirely  guided 
by  their  feelings,  that  there  is  fcarcely 
an  infiance  of  their  fubmitting  to  im- 
pofts,  however  eflential  to  their  in- 
terefis  or  even  to  their  fafety,  from  any 
motives  but  thofe  of  necefilty.  The 
Americans  exerted  only  on  a  fimilar  oc- 
eaiion  the  fame  fpirit,  which  animated 
the  cyder  counties  to  tumult  and  almofi: 
to  rebellion  :  •  thefe  counties  are  notin- 
\idioufiy  mentioned;  for  there  is  not, 
it  is  probable,  any  part  of  our  domi¬ 
nions,  fcarcely  any  county  in  England, 
which,  if  government  in  it  had  been  fo 
neglected  and  relaxed,  riots  fo  encou¬ 
raged,  and  rebellion  fo  unchecked, 
would  net  nave  exprefled  an  equal  aver- 
tioii  to  the  obnoxious  burthen  of  taxes, 
In  viewing  commotions  of  this  kind  it 
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is  natural  to  pity,  while  we  condermv 
the  unthinking  and  mifguided  people:' 
but  on  thofe  who  could  behold  the  ffi-ft 
riling  of  the  American  Storm  without 
even  attempting  to  fupprefs  it,  could 
give  k  Strength  by  fuch  a  conduit  as. 
implied  approbation;  and,  that  they 
might  blalt  their  predeceffors  in  office, 
conti ibute  to  raife  a  tempell  which  was: 
to  lay  the  colonies  watte,  and  tear 
America  from  England ;  on  thefe  our 
indignation  mutt  be  poured  unmixed ; 
and  they  may  well  expeit  that  the  dan¬ 
gers  and  the  mifchicfs  of  the  diffinion, 
Wjii  bring  on  them  the  refentment  and 
repi  caches  oi  thoxe  of  the  colonifts  who 
Underhand  then  duty  and  their  interests. 

If  however  the  late  administration 
have  the  juSteft  title  to  thofe  honours 
ynd  fiatues,  which  fome  of  the  A  me- 
ricans  have  loyally  admitted  their  fove- 

Teign  to  ffiare  with  the  E.  of  C - m  , 

fr°m  England  they  have  no  claim  to 

approbation:  in  that  oppofition  cf in¬ 
terests  which  they  fo  unwifely  raifed 
-  .  between 
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between  the  members  and  the  head, 
every  merit  towards  America,  is  a  crime 
to  their  country. 

When  it  became  a  queflion,  whether 
the  colonies  fhould  be  called  upon  for 
a  juft  and  moderate  contribution  towards 
their  own  defence ;  or  that  this  fhould 
be  thrown,  in  addition  to  their  other 
burthens,  on  the  inhabitants  of  Great- 
Britain  ;  to  furrender  our  juft  rights, 
and  to  endeavour  to  force  a  decihon  of 
this  queflion  in  favour  of  America,  by 
all  the  arts  of  intrigue  and  fadtion,  can¬ 
not  merit  the  thanks  of  the  people 
whofe  interelts  they  furrendered.  The 
other  meafures  propofed  by  that  miniftry 
do  not  immediately  belong  to  this  fub- 
jedt,  and  1  obfeivc  in  this  place,  that 
they  coniiited  of  exemptions  from  com¬ 
mercial  reflraints,  relaxations  of  the 
adt  of  navigation,  renditions  of  duties, 
all  favourable  to  the  colonies,  and  dif- 
advantageous  to  Great-Britain,  only  as 
a  proof  that  the  having  introduced  a 
rivahty  between  them,  and  preferred 
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America,  cannot  entitle  them  to  popu¬ 
larity  in  England. 


It  would  indeed  have  been  unreafon- 
able  to  have  expe&ed  from  the  late 
miniftry  any  meafure  which  required 
extenfive  views,  or  a  concerted  plan; 
it  would  have  been  abfurd  to  have  hoped 
that  they  would  hazard  a  breath  of  that 
popular  air,  which  they  were  gathering 
with  fo  much  induftry  to  fill  their  fail, 
for  the  fake  of  a  diftant  and  public  be¬ 
nefit  :  but  nothing  of  this  was  necef- 
fary ;  they  had  fucceeded  a  minifter  fuch 
as  they  could  wifh,  one  who  had  been 
weak  enough  to  fubjeft  himfelf  to 
much  real  oppofition,  and  more  abufe, 
for  the  fake  of  the  Jiate ;  who  feems  to 
have  retained  the  ufelefs  and  exploded 
idea  of  a  common  weal,  a  public  inter  ejl. 
To  this  man  even  experience  had  not 
given  prudence ;  and,  though  fenfible 
that  from  purfuing  a  plan  of  Englifh 
policy  abroad,  and  of  ceconomy  and 
improvement  at  home,  he  had  reaped 
#nly  the  fatisfadlion,  of  having  difcharged 

his 
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liis  duty,  while  Mr.  Pitt  had  acquired 
popularity  by  adopting  the  moll  expen- 
five  German  meafures,  and  impofing 
the  moll  fevere  taxes  to  fupport  them  ; 
yet  his  obdinacy  had  made  him  hardily 
oppofe  himfelf  to  the  whole  torrent 
which  private  intered  and  faction  would 
not  fail  to  pour  on  his  head.  He  had 
done  this  merely  that  he  might  form 
and  cement  a  lading  plan  of  policy, 
might  unite  the  colonies  by  the  firmed: 
bands  of  dependence  on  Great-Britain, 
attemper  their  feveral  intereds,  and  lay 
the  foundation  of  indiffoluble  union,  and 
of  encreafing  drength  and  riches  for 
aidant  ages. 

It  was  natural  that  the  miniffers  who 
fucceeded  him  t  ihould  defpife  this  anti¬ 
quated  policy,  fo  different  from  their 

t  1  .  w 

own,  and  deride  thofe  fentiments  which 
could  give  birth  to  it ;  but  they  would 
have  done  well  to  have  profitted  by  it ; 
and  after  having  thrown  all  the  abufe 
they  were  able  on  the  minifler  who 
planned  it,  at  lead  to  have  retained 

thofe 
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thofe  advantages  which  he  had  given  to 
Great-Bntain.  Unhappily  they  em¬ 
braced  the  oppofite  fyftern,  and  to  blaft, 
if  it  were  poffible,  the  reputation  of 
one  minifter,  whom  they  envied  and 
feared  ;  to  fecure  an  union  with  another, 
by  whom  they  were  defpifed ;  and  to 
attain  that  degree  of  popularity,  which 
the  interefted  followers  of  lome  intereft- 
ed  traders  could  beftow,  they  propofed 
the  repeal  of  that  adt,  the  execution  of 
which  they  had  endeavoured  to  render 
impoffible. 

The  fuccefs  of  one  of  thefe  defigns 

O 

the  public  has  already  feen  in  the  per- 
miffion,  which  thofe  of  the  late  minif- 
try,  who  had  moft  actively  promoted 
that  meaiure,  have  received  from  lord 

C - m  to  continue  in  office  :  that 

of  the  other  two  purpofes  feems  lefs 
within  their  reach  ;  lor,  though  while 
the  paffions  of  the  public  were  heated 
by  thofe  whofe  intereft  it  was  to  prevent 
their  judging  with  impartiality,  Mr. 
Grenville  was  the  obiedt  of  much  abule, 
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it  is  not  poflibie  that  the  infatuatioq 
fhould  laft ;  the  clamours  of  mob,  and 
the  mifreprefentations  of  facftion  will 
fubfide  ;  the  taxes  which  have  been  re- 
moved  from  American  and  mull  be  laid 
on  Englilh  property  will  be  felt;  and 
the  partiality  of  the  impofition  will  add 
weight  to  the  load ;  a  time  is  coming 
when  it  fliall  be  remembered  to  his 
honour  (and  it  fliall  fcarcely  be  believed 
that  in  Great-Britain  it  could  be  a  re¬ 
proach  to  him)  that  he  was  the  fir  ft 
who  propofed  to  fecure  by  juft  and  mo¬ 
derate  ties  the  allegiance  of  thofe  colo¬ 
nies,  which  with  fo  much  expence  we 
had  planted,  protefted,  and  enlarged; 
who,  when  every  branch  of  our  trade, 
every  necelfary  of  life  was  taxed  in  Eng¬ 
land  even  to  its  utmoft  bearing,  reT 
quired  from  America  fome  return  for 
that  fupport,  which  we  had  fo  liberally 
given,  fome  tribute  for  that  wealth, 
which  we  had  poured  into  her  bofom, 
fome  aid  towards  maintaining  her  in 
that  fecurity,  which  we  had  fo  dearly 
pmchafed  ;  and  who,  when  the  artifices 
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of  faction  had  divided  the  interefts  of 
the  feveral  parts  of  our  empire,  and 
when  the  adminiftration  faerificed  their 
truft  to  their  hopes  of  popularity  and 
power;  and  became  Americans ;  re¬ 
mained  an  Englilhman. 

The  temporary  and  bought  praife  of 
that  adminiftration  muft  fublide  alfo, 
and  they  will  receive  from  their  coun¬ 
trymen  that  cenfure  which  they  have 
fo  well  merited.  But  I  leave  them  to 
the  good  or  evil  fame  which  awaits 
them,  for  the  objedt  of  this  pamphlet 
was  not  the  applaufe  or  cenfure  of  any 
fet  of  men,  or  the  mere  contention  of 
parties  :  it  was  undertaken  with  a  bet¬ 
ter  and  honefter  view,  with  the  hope, 
that  if  a  plain  ftate  of  the  fadts  relating 
to  the  ftamp-adt,  fupported  by  authen¬ 
tic  vouchers,  was  laid  before  the  pub¬ 
lic,  it  might  prove  to  thofe  who  have 
been  guided  by  names  inftead  of  reafons, 
have  been  milled  bv  falfe  aflertions,  or 
have  adfed  from  fear  rather  than  judg¬ 
ment,  the  neceflity  of  untreading  the 
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falfe  deps  which  have  been  taken,  of 
promoting  better  meafures,  and  fecur- 
ing,  while  yet  it  is  poffible  to  fecure, 
the  only  remaining  hope  of  Britain.  It 
is  better  to  adert  than  to  prove  that  it 
is  from  the  union  and  dependence  of 
the  colonies  that  we  are  to  feek  for  our 
iaiety ;  it  is  time  therefore  to  return 
to  meafures  undertaken  upon  public 
grounds  and  permanent  principles ;  what 
thofe  are,  the  perufal  of  this  tra<d  may 
in  fome  degree  have  fuggefted  j  and  if 
any  fenator  fhould  condeicend  to  turn  it 
over,  he  may  perhaps,  by  the  evidence 
it  contains,  be  prepared  to  hearhimfelf 
addreiTed  by  his  condituents  in  fome 
fuch  manner  as  this. 

*  f  *  •  * 

When  I  entruded  to  you  the  care  of 
my  intereds,  and  the  power  of  granting 
lome  part  of  my  property  for  the  fervices 
of  the  ftate^  I  entrufted  it  in  con¬ 
fidence  that  this  power  would  never 
be  ufed  but  on  the  calls  of  nceefiity, 
and  would  ever  be  cxereifed  with 
juftice.  The  charadxr  of  a  legillator 
demands  the  ffcrideft  attention  to  that 

general 
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general  good  which  arifes  from  fubjedt- 
ing  the  feveral  interefts  of  the  landed 
and  commercial  parts  .of  the  date  to 
one  common  end;  and  a  mind  too 
Heady  to  be  diverted  from  the  purfuit 
of  this  end  either  by  hopes  or  fears,  bv 
authority  or  by  tumult.  If  it  was  wife 
or  prudent  to  relax  for  a  time  the  fprings 
of  government;  to  give  opportunity  to 
an  inflamed  and  mifguided  people  to  re¬ 
turn  to  their  allegiance ;  that  time  has 
been  given:  The  damp  adt  was  repealed 
on  the  motives  of  condefcention  to 
mercantile  interefts  and  fears,  and  to 
popular  violences  ;  that  hour  of  tumult 
is  pafled :  If  lenity  to  the  colonifts  was 
then  neceflary,  juftice  to  England  now 
claims  its  turn  :  Sacrifice  no  longer  the 
unalienable  rights  of  fupreme  jurifdidlion 
to  the  new  and  illegal  claims  of  provincial 
affemblies ;  but  if  the  Americans  enjoy 
the  privileges,  let  them  participate  in 
fome  degree  of  the  burthens  of  their 
fellow  fubjedts.  If  their  ability  could 
have  been  doubted  before,  the  admini- 
ftration  in  1764,  and  1 765  encreafed  it. 
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by  encouraging  their  cultivation  and 
commerce ;  they  have  received  more 
immediate  advantages,  at  the  expence 
of  England,  from  the  ministry  which 
followed  :  If  there  could  be  any  doubt 
whether  thefe  favoured  children  would 
be  reclaimed  to  obedience  bv  conceflions. 
that  doubt  is  removed.  They  would 
not  exprefs  that  encroaching  gratitude, 
which  is  contained  in  their  addreffes, 
if  the  object  were  only  the  repeal  of  a 
particular  and  light  duty ;  it  is  plain  that 
they  understand  the  conduit  of  England 
to  be  an  acknowlegement  of  the  right 
which  they  claim,  of  taxing  themfelveSi 

Their  temper  is  /till  more  plainly 
proved  by  the  indignation  they  exprefs 
at  the  claim  of  England  to  Sovereignty, 
a  id  at  the  bare  mention  of  requiring  them 
to  repair  the  damages,  for  the  infults 
are  irreparable,  which  the  officers  of 
■  England  have  Suffered  at  their  hands. 

The  laSt  and  Strongest  proof  arifes  from 
their  conduit ;  for  it  is  certain  that  in 

the 
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the  town  of  Boflon,  the  execution  of  the 
cuftom-houfe  laws  is  now  actually  fuf- 
pended,  and  feizures  of  fmuggled  goods 
prevented  by  open  force  in  defpite  of 
the  government  of  Great  Britain.  Now 
then  at  length  call  on  them  for  an  aid 
in  fome  proportion  to  their  ability ;  and 
oblige  them  to  confefs,  not  in  words., 
but  by  obedience,  the  authority  of  En¬ 
gland.  Relieve  me  from  that  appearance 
of  partiality  which  doubles  the  weigntof 
every  burthen  which  you  impofe  ;  and 
while  every  neceil'ary  of  life  is  taxed  to 
its  utmoft  bearing,  do  not  deprive  me 
of  the  melancholy  confolation  which  I 
draw  from  believing  thatthe  taxations  are 
equally  laid  on  all  my  fellow  fubjebts, 

I  fubmit  to  taxes  as  they  are  the 
purchafe  of  peace  and  fecurity  ;  do  not 
while  you  receive  the  price,  withold  the 
reward ;  nor  encourage  every  fpecies  of 
outrage  tending  to  the  diffolution  of  fo- 
ciety  bygrantingthofeexemptions  to  re¬ 
bellion,  which  you  refuie  to  obedience. 
Jf  tumult  can  extort  the  repeal  of  a  duty 
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to  be  levied  chiefly  on  the  rich,  while 

acquiefcence  is  repaid  by  an  additional 
and  perpetual  land  tax  on  the  poor, 

will  you  not  excite  the  infurredlions 
which  you  reward  ;  and  difeourage  that 
fubmiffion  which  is  thus  made  to  bear 
more  than  its  own  burthen  ?  at  lead;  do 
not  treat  with  more  tendernefs  your 
emancipated  and  rebellious  colonids, 
than  thofe  of  your  countrymen,  who 
have  perhaps  been  encouraged  in  tumult 
by  American  fuccefs.  If  the  poor  En- 
glilh  peafant,  driven  into  a  temporary 
infurreftion  by  the  whip  of  that  fevered 
maderWant,  is  taughtto  exp cd:  condign 
punijhment  and  fpeedy  jujlice,  and  calls 
iorfh  the  vigour  and  vigilance  of  govern¬ 
ment,  let  the  wanton  Americans  form¬ 
ing  a  concerted  plan  of  obdinate  rebel¬ 
lion  on  occafion  of  a  tax  uncolledted, 
and  wnich  would  almod  have  been  un- 
feltj  awaken  other  fentiments  than  thofe 
of  the  ntmojl  ■  lenity . 

Fo  impofe  with  fuccefs  on  the  Ame- 
fa,  an?  that  proportion  of  the  public 

burthen 
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Burthen  which  they  ought  to  bear,  feize 
the  opportunity,  while  a  general  peace 
leaves  you  at  liberty  to  employ  in  this 
fervice,  whatever  force  may  be  necefiary 
for  it ;  and  while  the  infirm  and  difl 
jointed  ftate  of  the  provinces  renders  a 
.  fmall  force  equal  to  the  work  }  an  op¬ 
portunity  which  may  foon  pafs,  and  the 
negleCt  of  which  muft  be  fatal  to  the 
very  fafety  of  Great  Britain.  Other  mis¬ 
fortunes  may  be  repaired  or  borne,  the 
lofs  of  battles  or  of  cities  may  be  re¬ 
deemed  or  compenfated  in  more  prof- 
perous  hours  ;  but  if  you  fuffer  this  im¬ 
portant  hour  to  pafs  unimproved, it  is  lofl 
for  ever  :  The  Americans  will  add  to 
confidence  in  their  claims,  ftrength  to 
fupport  them  ;  they  will  turn  our  fa¬ 
vors  to  them  into  reafons  of  refinance, 
and  refufe  to  receive  any  longer  our 
manufactures,  which  are  become  ex- 
penfive  by  being"  loaded  with  taxes  im- 
pofed  for  their  protection  ;  they  will 
•Ceafe  to  be  the  Colonies  of  England,  and 
we  ill  all  have  more  than  doubled  the 
burthen  ot  our  national  debt  in  a  war 
undertaken  for  their  defence,  and  the 
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fuccedes  of  which  were  all  directed  to 
their  advantage,  to  enable  them  to  pour 
the  benefits  of  their  trade  into  the  bo- 
fom  of  our  commercial  rivals.  The 
declaratory  law  ailerting  the  power  of 
Great  Britain  to  tax  the  Americans,  will 
hold  forth  only  a  delujive  and  nugatory 
affirmance  of  the  right  of  the  legijlature  of 
this  kingdom,  if  not  followed  by  fome 
bill  which  dial  1  exert  it.  The  furrender 
cr  io  unalienable  a  jurifdidtion,when  this 
furrender  might,  and  certainly  in  Ame¬ 
rica  would  be  attributed  to  fuch  motives, 
demands  a  fubfequent  vigour  and  firm- 
nefs ;  if  now,  when  time  for  recol¬ 
lection  has  been  given,  you  negledt  to 
purlue  thofe  meafures,  which  juftice 
and  neceffity  demand  from  you  ;  and  to 
which  duty,  gratitude  and  interefl  ought 
to  iecure  obedience  from  them,  the 
whole  new  world  ceafes  for  ever  to  be 
tubject  to  your  authority. 
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fmiflers  for  the  purpofes  of  interelt 
and  party  may  with  to  continue  this 
partiai  exemption  ;  but  you  can  ad  from 
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no  motives  but  thofe  of  jullice;  year  inte- 
reft  is  united  to  your  duty  j  andyou  can¬ 
not  without  departing  from  both  give  any 
fupport  to  a  mini  her  capable  of  fuch 
a  conduct.  If  the  public  fee  with 
regret  the  power  of  government  in  the 
hands  of  lordC — m,  it  is  from  the  dread 
not  fo  much  even  of  his  continental,  as 
of  his  colonial  fyftem  :  It  was  from  the 
commerce  of  the  American  part  of  our 
dominions  that  thofe  refources  were  to  be 
drawn,  which  his  extravagance  have  ren¬ 
dered  fo  neceiTary.  Butto  continue  every 
fpecies  of  profulion,  and,  by  throwing 
wantonly  his  pen  lions  into  every  open 
hand,  to  load  the  prefent  revenue;  while 
by  emancipating  the  colonies  he  prevents 
even  future  improvements;  is  at  once  to 
divide  the  river  of  our  wealth  ’till  it  is 
loft  in  a  thoufand  private  channels,  and 
to  cut  off  its  communication  from  that 
ip  ring,  by  which  it  fhould  lie  fupplied. 
vV  e  had  lefs  to  fear  from  the  inability 
ox  the  laft,  than  from  the  defperate  rafh- 
nefs  of  the  prefent  ftatefman  ;  if  the 
former  connived  at  the  colonifts  with¬ 
drawing  themfelves  from  our  dominion, 

X  2  this 


this  profcftes  on  principle  to  throw  them 
from  us.  If  we  have  aim  oft  loft  America 
hy  the  timidity  and  negledt  of  thofe  who 
did  not  venture  to  deny  our  right  to  the 
dominion  of  that  country,  can  we  hope 
to  recover  it  under  his  guidance,  who  is 
almoft  the  onlyman  in  England  who  ven¬ 
tures  to  aflert  it  owes  us  no  fubjedtiom 
If  then  in  this  hour  of  danger,  wffien 
vigour  and  firmnefs  are  heceilary  to  re¬ 


claim  the  colonies  to  our  obedience, 
you  fee  a  junto  formed  of  the  minifter 
who  has  taught  them  to  defpife  our  au* 
thority,  joined  to  the  peer  who  declares 
they  are  exempted  from  our  dominion; 
you  will  not  be  fatisfied  with  an  unadtive 
pity  for  your  country ;  but  will  exert 
•  your  belt  abilities  to  vindicate  her  rights, 
and  provide  for  her  fecurity  ;  and  to 
oppofe  by  every  conftitutional  method. 


rninifters  who  are  convidled  of  havin<* 
lac ri feed  to  their  jeaioiUy,  refentment. 


ambition,  and  intereft.  the  fafety  of  our 
officers,  tlie  dignity  of  our  ftate,  the 
lability  ot  our  commerce,  and  the  rights 
ot  our  Legislature. 


V 


A  P  PE  N  D I  X 


_ 


_ 


_ 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

TH  E  Reader  will  find,  in  this  Ap¬ 
pendix,  fome  Chafrns  left,  and 
lome  flight  Alterations  made,  to  prevent 
the  Writers  being  diicovered :  Thefe 
will  be  readily  exculed,  when  this  Rea- 
fon  is  known,  which  I  chufe  to  give  in 
the  Words  of  an  American  Correfpon- 
dent,  in  his  Letter  dated  Nov.  2,  1765. 
1  Jhall  communicate  ‘Things  as  they  happen , 
although  it  is  at  the  Rifque  oj  my  Life  for 
the  Tarty ,  by  their  Tools ,  frequently  give 
out,  that  if  they  knew  the  Man  that  would 
fo  far  ajjifl  Great-Britain,  as  to  inform 
againf  any  Man ,  in  this  or  any  other  Pro¬ 
vince,  he  jhould  not  live  many  Hours 
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APPENDIX. 


NUMBER  I. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Air.  S - 

C - y,  to  Lieut.  Gov.  Fauquier. 


y 


Sept.  14,  1765. 

SIR, 

IT  is  with  the  greateft  pleafure  I  re¬ 
ceived  his  Majefty’s  Commands  to 
declare  to  you  his  mcft  gracious  approba¬ 
tion  of  your  conduct.  His  majefty  and 
his  fervants  are  fatisfied,  that  the  preci¬ 
pitate  refolutions  you  fent  home  did  not 
take  their  rife  from  any  remiflhefs  or  in¬ 
attention  in  you  ;  nor  is  his  Majefty  at 
all  inclined  to  fuppofe,  that  any  inftance 
of  diffidence  or  difi'atisfadtion  could  bo 
founded  in  the  general  inclination  of  his 
antient  and  loyal  Colony  of  Virginia  » 

a  the 
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the  nature  of  the  thing  and  your  repre- 
fentations  induce  a  perfuafion,  that  thofe 
ill-advifed  refolutions  owed  their  birth 
to  the  violence  of  fome  individuals,  who 
taking  the  advantage  of  a  thin  affembly, 
fo  far  prevailed,  as  to  publifh  their  own 
unformed  opinions  to  the  world  as  the 
fentiments  of  the  Colony.  But  his  Ma- 
j e fly.  Sir,  will  not,  by  the  prevalence  of 
a  few  men,  at  a  certain  moment,  be  per- 
fuaded  to  change  the  opinion,  or  lefien 
the  confidence,  he  has  always  entertained 
of  the  Colony  of  Virginia  ;  which  has 
always  experienced  the  prote&ion  of  the 
Crown.  His  Majefty’s  fervants,  there¬ 
fore,  with  entire  reliance  on  your  pru¬ 
dence,  and  on  the  virtue  and  wifdom  of 
the  Colony  entrufted  to  your  care,  per- 
fuade  themfelves,  that  when  afullafiem- 

« 

bly  fliall  calmly  and  maturely  deliberate 
upon  thofe  refolutions,  they  will  fee,  and 
be  themfelves  alarmed  at,  the  dangerous 
tendency  and  mifchievous  confequences 
which  they  might  be  productive  of,  both 
to  the  Mother  Country  and  the  Colonies, 
which  are  the  equal  objeCts  of  his  Ma- 
jeftv’s  parental  care  and  whofe  mutual 

happinels 


happinefs  and  profperity  certainly  require 
a  confidential  reliance  of  the  Colonies 
upon  the  Mother  Country. 

Upon  thefe  principles.  Sir,  and  upon 
your  prudent  management,  and  a  proper 
reprefentation  to  the  wife  and  fober  part 
of  the  people,  how  earned:  his  Majefty 
is  to  extend  the  happy  influence  of  his 
fatherly  care  over  every  part  of  his  do¬ 
minions,  it  is  expected  that  a  full  afiem- 
bly  will  form  very  different  refolutions, 
fuch  as  may  cement  that  union,  which 
alone  can  eftablilh  the  fafety  and  pro- 
fperity  of  the  Colonies  and  the  Mother 
Country. 

As  there  is  no  intention  in  the  Crown 
to  attempt,  nor  in  the  King’s  fervants  to 
advife,  any  incroachments  on  the  real 
rights  and  liberties  of  any  part  of  his 
Majefty ’s  fubjedts ;  fo  neither  will  his 
Majefty  undoubtedly  fubmit,  or  his  fer¬ 
vants  advife,  under  any  circumftances, 
that  the  refpedt  which  is  due  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  which  is  neceflary  for  the  ge¬ 
neral  good  of  the  whole  Britifli  empire, 
fhould  any  where  be  made  a  facrifice  to 
local  and  dangerous  prejudices. 
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As  this  important  matter  is,  however, 
now  before  his  Majefty’s  privy  council, 
as  well  as  the  other  confideration  of  the 
dangerous  riot  and  mutinous  behaviour 
of  the  people  on  the  frontiers,  I Jhall  not 
pretend  to  give  any  advice  or  in  fir uB ions  on 
thefe  fubjeBs  •,  not  doubting,  but  you  will 
foon  have  the  fulleft  from  the  wifdom 
of  that  Board,  in  all  thofe  things,  in 
which,  by  your  laft  accounts,  the  moft 
eflential  interefts  of  the  Colony  are  fo 
deeply  concerned. 

You  will  therefore,  in  the  mean  time, 
be  very  attentive,  by  every  prudent  mea¬ 
sure  in  your  power,  at  once  to  maintain 
the  juft  rights  of  the  Britifh  government, 
and  to  preferve  the  peace  and  tranquillity 
of  the  Provinces  committed  to  your  care. 

But  as  thefe  appear  to  me  matters  of 
government  fit  for  his  Majefty’s  more 
immediate  notice  and  information,  I 
muft  beg  you  will  not  fail  to  tranfmit  to 
me  fuch  occurrences,  from  time  to  time, 
pn  thefe  heads,  as  you  may  deem  of  im* 
portance  in  the  light  I  mention. 

I  am,  &c. 

II.  S.  C — — v. 
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Extract  of  <?  Letter  from  Mr.  S _ 

C - y,  to  Major-General  Gage. 

October  24,  176c. 

SIR, 

IT  is  with  the  greateff  concern,  that  his 
Majelty  learns  the  difturbances  which 
have  arifen  in  fome  of  the  North  Ame¬ 
rican  Colonies :  thefe  events  will  proba-- 
bly  create  application  to  you,  in  which 
tne  utmoft  exertion  of  your  prudence 
may  be  necelfary  7  fo  as  juftly  to  temper 
your  conduit  between  that  caution  and 
coolnefs,  which  the  delicacy  of  fuch  a  fi- 
tuation.  may  demand  on  one  hand,  and 
the  vigour  necelfary  to  fupprefs  outrage 
and  violence  on  the  other.  It  is  impof- 
iible,  at  this  difcance,  to  aiiift  you  by 
any  particular  or  poiitive  inftrudtion,  be- 
caule  you  will  find  yourfelf  neceffarily 
obliged  to  take  your  refolution  as  parti¬ 
cular  circumstances  and  emergencies  may 
require. 

It  is  hoped,  and  expedled,  that  this 
want  of  confidence  in  the  juftice  and 

tendernefs 
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tendernefs  of  the  Mother  Country,  and 
this  open  refinance  to  its  authority,  can 
only  have  found  place  among  the  lower 
and  more  ignorant  of  the  people.  The 
better  and  wifer  part  of  the  Colonies  will 
know,  that  decency  and  fubmiffion  may 
prevail,  not  only  to  redrefs  grievances, 
but  to  obtain  grace  and  favour,  while  the 
outrage  of  a  public  violence  can  expedt 
nothing  but  feverity  and  chaftifement. 
You,  and  all  his  Majelty’s  fervants,  from 
a  fenfe  of  your  duty  to,  and  love  of,  your 
Country,  will  endeavour  to  excite  and 
encourage  thefe  fentiments. 

If,  by  lenient  and  perfuafive  methods ,  you 
can  contribute  to  rellore  that  peace  and 
tranquillity  to  the  Provinces,  on  which 
their  welfare  and  happinefs  depend,  you 
will  do  •  a  moil  acceptable  and  effential 
fervice  to  your  Country  :  but  having  taken 
every  Jlep  which  the  utmo/l  prudence  and  le¬ 
nity  can  dictate,  in  companion  to  the  folly 
and  ignorance  of  fome  miiguided  peo¬ 
ple,  you  will  not,  on  the  other  hand, 
where  your  afliftance  may  be  wanted  to 
fhengthen  the  hands  of  government,  fail 
to  concur  in  every  proper  meafure  for 

its 
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its  fupport,  by  fuch  a  timely  exertion  of 
force,  as  may  be  neceffary  to  repel  adts 
of  outrage  and  violence,  and  to  provide 
for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  good 
order  in  the  provinces. 


NUMBER  III. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  S — —  y 

C - Y,  to  Governor  Bernard. 

\ 

Ofiolcr  24,  1765. 

SIR, 

OUR  letters  of  the  15th,  1 6th, 
22d,  and  3 1  ft  of  Auguft,  have  been 
received ;  the  three  former  not  till  yef- 
terday. 

It  is  with  the  greateft  concern  his  Ma-  ' 
jefty  learns  the  difturbances  which  have 
lately  arifen  in  your  Province,  the  general 
confufon  that  feems  to  reign  there,  and 
the  total  languor  and  want  of  energy,  in 
your  government,  to  exert  itfelf  with  any 
dignity  or  efficacy,  for  the  fuppreffion  of 
tumults,  which  feem  to  flrike  at  the 
very  being  of  all  authority  and  fubordi- 

nation 
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nation  among  you.  His  Majefty  cannot 
but,  with  the  greateft  furprize,  hear  of 
the  refufal  of  your  Council  to  call  for 
the  aid  of  any  regular  force  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  civil  magistracy,  at  a  time 
when,  it  feems,  you  had  reafon  to  think, 
there  was  no  other  power  capable  of 
providing  for  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the 
Province. 

Nothing  can,  certainly,  exceed  the  ill- 
advifed  and  intemperate  conduct  held  by 
a  party  in  your  Province,  which  can  in 
no  way  contribute  to  the  removal  of  any 
real  grievance  they  might  labour  under, 
but  may  tend  to  obstruct  and  impede  the 
exertion  of  his  Majefty’ s  benevolent  at¬ 
tention  to  the  eafe  and  comfort,  as  well 
as  the  welfare,  of  all  his  people. 

It  is  hoped,  and  expedted,  that  this 
want  of  confidence  in  the  juftice  and 
tendernefs  of  the  Mother  Country,  and 
this  open  refiftance  to  its  authority,  can 
only  have  found  place  among  the  lower 
and  more  ignorant  of  the  people ;  the 
better  and  more  wife  part  of  the  Colo¬ 
nies  will  know,  that  decency  and  fub- 
rpiffion  may  prevail,  not  only  to  redrefs 

grievances. 
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grievances,  but  to  obtain  grace  and  fa¬ 
vour,  while  the  outrage  of  a  public  vio¬ 
lence  can  expedt  nothing  but  feverity  and 
chaPifement.  Thefe  fentiments,  you, 
and  all  his  MajePy’s  fervants,  from  a 
lenfe  of  your  duty  to,  and  love  of,  your 
.  Country,  will  endeavour  to  excite  and 
encourage  :  you  will  all,  in  a  particular 
manner,  call  upon  them  not  to  render 
their  cafe  defperate ;  you  will,  in  the 
Pronged:  colours,  reprefent  to  them  the 
dreadful  confequences  that  mull  inevitar 
bly  attend  the  forcible  and  violent  re- 
PPance  to  adts  of  the  Britifh  parliament, 
and  the  fcene  of  mifery  and  diPradtion 
to  both  Countries,  infeparable  from  fuch 
a  condudt. 

If,  by  lenient  and  perfuafive  methods, 
you  can  contribute  to  rePore  that  peace 
and  tranquillity  to  the  Provinces,  on 
which  their  welfare  and  happinefs  de¬ 
pend,  you  will  do  a  moil:  acceptable  and 
ePential  fervice  to  vour  Country ;  but 
having  taken  every  Pep  which  the  ut- 
moP  prudence  and  lenity  can  dictate,  in 
compallion  to  the  folly  and  ignorance  of- 
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feme  mifguided  people,  you  will  not,  on 
the  other  hand,  fail  to  ufe  your  utmoft 
power  for  repelling  all  ads  of  outrage 
and  violence,  and  to  provide  for  the 
maintenance  of  peace  and  good  order 
in  the  Province,  by  fuch  a  timely  exer¬ 
tion  of  force,  as  the  occafion  may  re¬ 
quire  j  for  which  purpofe,  you  will 
make  the  proper  applications  to  general 
Gage,  or  lord  Colvil,  commanders  of 
his  Majelfy’s  land  and  naval  forces  in 
America  :  for  however  unwillingly  his 
Majelty  may  confent  to  the  exertion  of 
fuch  powers  as  may  endanger  the  fafety 
of  a  fingle  fubjed,  yet  can  he  not  permit 
his  own  dignity,  and  the  authority  of 
the  Britifh  Legiflature,  to  be  trampled 
on  by  force  and  violence,  and  in  avowed 
contempt  of  all  order,  duty  and  de¬ 
corum. 

If  the  fubjedl  is  aggrieved,  he  knows 
in  what  manner  legally  and  conftitu- 
tionally  to  apply  for  relief :  but  it  is  not 
iuitable,  either  to  the  fafety  or  dignity 
of  the  Britifh  empire,  that  any  indivi¬ 
duals*  under  the  pretence  of  redreffing 

grievances? 


twin 


grievances,  fhould  prefume  to  violate  the 
public  peace.- 

I  am,  &c. 


P.  S.  The  floop  which  carries  this  will 
carry  orders  to  lord  Colvil,  and  to 
the  governor  of  Nova-Scotia,  to 
fend  to  your  affiftance  any  force 
which  may  be  thought  neceffary 
from  thence,  and  which  that  Pro¬ 
vince  can  fupply. 


Copy  of  Mr.  S' 


>Y  ’ s  Circular 


Letter  to  the  Governors  in  North 
America. 

October  24,  1765. 

S  I  R, 

T  is  with  the  greateft  concern,  that 
his  Majefty  learns  the  disturbances 
which  have  arifen  in  fome  of  the  North 
American  Colonies  :  if  this  evil  Should 

fpread  to  the  Government  of - ,  where 

you  prefide,  the  utmofl  exertion  of  your 

b  2  prudence 
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prudence  will  be  necelTary,  fo  as  juflly 
to  temper  your  conduit  between  that 
caution  and  coolnefs  which  the  delicacy 
of  fuch  a  fituation  may  demand,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  vigour  necelTary  to 
fupprefs  outrage  and  violence,  on  the 
other.  It  is  impoliible,  at  this  diftance, 
to  alfift  you,  by  any  particular  or  politive 
i  n  if  ruction  ;  becaufe  you  will  find  your- 
felf  necellarily  obliged  to  take  your  refo- 
lution,  as  particular  circumftances  and 
emergencies  may  require. 

His  Majelty,  and  the  fervants  he  ho¬ 
nours  with  his  confidence,  cannot  but 
lament  the  ill  -  advifed  intemperance 
fhewn  already  in  Tome  of  the  Provinces, 
by  taking  up  a  conduit,  which  can  in  no 
way  contribute  to  the  removal  of  any 
real  grievance  they  might  labour  under, 
but  may  tend  to  obltruit  and  impede  the 
exertion  of  his  Majelty’s  benevolence 
and  attention  to  the  eafe  and  comfort,  as 
well  as  the  welfare,  of  all  his  people. 

It  is  hoped  and  expeited,  that  this 
want  of  confidence  in  the  juftice  and 
tcndeinefs  or  the  JM other  Country,  and 
tins  open  reliitance  to  its  authority,  can 

only 
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only  have  found  place  among  the  lower 
and  more  ignorant  of  the  people.  The 
better  and  wifer  part  of  the  Colonies 
will  know,  that  decency  and  fubmiffion 
may  prevail,  not  only  to  redrefs  grie¬ 
vances,  but  to  obtain  grace  and  favour, 
while  the  outrage  of  a  public  violence 
can  exped  nothing  but  feverity  and  cha- 
ftifement.  Thefe  fentiments  you,  and 
all  his  Majefty’s  fervants,  from  a  fenfe 
of  your  duty  to,  and  love  of,  your  Coun¬ 
try,  will  endeavour  to  excite  and  en¬ 
courage. 

You  will  all,  in  a  particular  manner, 
call  upon  them  not  to  render  their  cafe 
defperate.  You  will,  in  the  ibrontreil 
colours,  reprefent  to  them  the  dreadful 
confequences  that  muft  inevitably  attend 
the  forcible  and  violent  refiftance  to  ads 
of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  and  the  fcene 
of  mifery  and  calamity  to  themfelves, 
and  of  mutual  weaknefs  and  didradion 
to  both  Countries,  infeparable  from  fuch 
a  condud. 

If,  by  lenient  and  perfuafive  methods, 
you  can  contribute  to  reftore  that  peace 
and  tranquillity  to  the  Provinces,  on 

which 
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which  their  welfare  and  happinefs  de¬ 
pend,  you  will  do  a  mod:  acceptable  and 
eflential  fervice  to  your  Country :  but 
having  taken  every  ftep  which  the  utmolt 
prudence  and  lenity  can  dictate,  in  com¬ 
panion  to  the  folly  and  ignorance  of 
fome  mifguided  people,  you  will  not,  on 
the  other  hand,  fail  to  ufe  your  utmoft 
power,  for  repelling  all  adts  of  outrage 
and  violence,  and  to  provide  for  the 
maintenance  of  peace  and  good  order  in 
the  Province,  by  fuch  a  timely  exertion 
of  force  as  the  occafion  may  require; 
for  which  purpofe,  you  will  make  the 
proper  applications  to  general  Gage,  or 
lord  Colville,  commanders  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  land  and  naval  forces  in  America. 
For  however  unwillingly  his  Majefty 
may  confent  to  the  exertion  of  fuch 
powers  as  may  endanger  the  liifety  of  a 
lingle  fubjedt;  yet  can  he  not  permit  his 
own  dignity,  and  the  authority  of  the 
Britifh  Legillature,  to  be  trampled  on  by 
force  and  violence,  and  in  avowed  con¬ 
tempt  of  all  order,  duty  and  decorum. 

If  the  fubjedt  is  aggrieved,  he  knows 
in  what  manner  legally  and  conftitu- 

tionallv 
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tionally  to  apply  for  relief ;  but  it  is  not 
fuitable,  either  to  the  fafety  or  dignity 
of  the  Britifli  empire,  that  any  indi¬ 
viduals,  under  the  pretence  of  redrefiing 
grievances,  fhould  prefume  to  violate  the 
public  peace. 

I  am,  See. 

H.  S.  C  i'i  y. 

f  ... 

P.  S.  To  Governor  Wilmot. 

You  will  probably  receive  application 
•  from  governor  Bernard,  to  fend  him 
part  of  the  force  which  may  be  with¬ 
in  your  government.  Lord  Colville 
lias  command  to  tranfport  them  ;  and 
you  will  be  very  attentive,  that  the 
public  fervice  fhould  fuffer  no  impe¬ 
diment  from  any  delay  in  you,  when 
fuch  application  is  made. 
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ExtraSl  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  S - y 

C— -  y t  to  Major-General  Gage. 

December  15,  176?* 

s  1  R, 

I  Had  the  favour  of  your  letters  of  the 
4th,  8th,  and  9th  of  November  laft, 
by  which  I  learn,  with  the  utmoft  con¬ 
cern,  the  difordered  Hate  of  the  Province 
where  you  relide,  and  the  very  riotous 
and  outrageous  behaviour  of  too  many 
of  the  inhabitants. 

I  did  not  fail  to  lay  your  difpatches, 
together  with  thofe  of  lieutenant-gover¬ 
nor  Colden,  before  his  Majefiy,  who, 
though  highly  provoked  by  fuch  an  in- 
fult  offered  to  his  governor  there,  is 
however  pleafed  to  hear,  that  matters 
were  not  pufhed  to  fuch  extremity,  as 
might  have  coft  the  lives  of  many  of  his 
fubjedts,  and  perhaps  have  tended,  as 
you  feem  apprehenfive,  to  the  great  de¬ 
triment,  if  not  ruin,  of  the  town  of 
New-Yorkj  particularly  if  the  fort  had 
fired  on  that  infolent  and  infatuated  mob 

which 
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Which  fo  provokingly  approached.  The 
temper  ffiewn,  as  well  by  lieutenant- 
governor  Colden,  as  by  the  officers  there, 
is  highly  to  be  commended;  His  Ma- 
jefty  is  willing  to  fuppofe,  that  both 
yourfelf  and  governor  Colden  have  a£ted 
on  principles  of  duty  to  his  fervice,  in 
the  advice  and  refolution  formed  to  put 
the  ftampt  paper  into  the  hands  of  the 
magiftrates  of  New-York ;  which,  how¬ 
ever,  unlefs  the  neceffity  for  it  appeared 
very  preffing,  rnuft:  certainly  be  looked 
upon  as  a  ftep  greatly  humiliating  and 
derogating  to  his  Majefty’s  government. 

If  the  poll  was  not  tenable,  or  the 
papers  infecure  there,  it  Ihould  feem, 
much  preferable  to  have  put  them  on 
board  the  man  of  war,  as  was  propofed  : 
nor  does  there  appear  any  good  reafon, 
why  captain  Kennedy  refufed  to  take 
them.  It  is  difficult,  at  this  diftance,  to 
judge  With  the  fame  propriety  of  the 
conduct,  to  be  held  on  occafions  offuch 
difficulty  and  importance,  as  on  the  fpot. 
Had  the  perfonal  fafety  of  thofe  in  the 
fort  alone  been  confidered,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  there  would  not  have  been  a 

c  moment’s 
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moment’s  hefitation  about  the  defence 
of  it,  againft  any  attack  that  might 
rafhly  have  been  attempted  :  nor  can  his 
Majelly  fuppofe  any  want  of  refolution 
for  his  fervice,  in  thofe  who  have,  in 
their  different  ftations,  given  fo  many 
proofs  of  their  regard  to  it.  It  fhould 
otherwife  feem,  that  the  reality  of  the 
mobs  being  armed  and  prepared  for  an 
actual  attack,  fhould  have  been  well  af- 
certained  before  the  papers  were  given 
up. 

The  ftep  you  have  thought  fit  to  take, 
in  drawing  together  fuch  forces  as  their 
fituation  allowed,  was  certainly  prudent, 
and  could  not  be  too  foon  determined, 
on  any  pofitive  grounds,  to  fufpedt  an 
infurredtion  •,  and  efpecially  in  regard  to 
the  fecuring  his  Majeffiy’s  ftores,  a  cir- 
cumffance  which  will  ffill  demand  your 
greatell:  attention  $  and  particularly  thofe 
arms,  which  may  be  feized  by  the  mob 
for  their  ov/n  mutinous  purpofes. 

A  our  fituation  is  certainly  delicate  and 
difficult,  it  requires  both  prudence  and 
firmnefs  in  the  conducft  of  all  employed 
in  his  Majefty’s  fervice  there  •,  efpecially, 
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confidering  what  you  fay  of  the  difficul¬ 
ty,  or  rather  impoffibility,  of  drawing 
any  confiderable  number  of  men  toge¬ 
ther,  and  of  the  impra&icability  of  at¬ 
tempting  any  thing  by  force,  in  the  pre- 
fent  difpofition  of  the  people,  without  a 
refpedtable  body  of  troops. 

You  feem  to  think  there  are  ftill  hopes, 
that  as  the  fpirits  of  thofe  unhappy  peo¬ 
ple  have  time  to  cool,  there  will  be  more 
fubmiffion  fhewn }  you  will  not  fail,  I 
am  perfuaded,  in  your  Ration,  to  avail 
yourfelf  of  every  favourable  fymptom  for 
the  improvement  of  fuch  favourable  dif- 
politions,  any  more  than  to  exert  youi- 
felf,  where  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe  may 
require,  in  fupport  of  the  honour  of  go- 
vernmentf  and  for  fuppreffing  any  riotous 
or  rebellious  reiiftance  offered  to  the 
laws,  or  thofe  magiftrates  who  have  the 
execution  of  them. 

I  hope  my  former  letters  are  come  fafe, 
as  they  'will  have  conveyed  to  you  his  Maje/iy  s 
fentiments  and  commands  for  your  condin  t , 
on  the  frfl  notice  oj  theje  difhtrbances. 

c  z  NU M B  E  R 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr,  S — —  y 

C - -y,  /o  Lieutenant  -  Governor 

CoLDEN, 

December  T  c,  176c. 

SIR, 

I  Have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th 
of  November  by  major  James,  and 
that  of  the  9th  of  the  fame  month  by 
the  pacquet,  with  the  minutes  of  the 
council  of  New- York,  from  the  31ft  of 

October  to  the  6th  of  November,  &c. _ 

From  your  laft  letter,  I  have  hopes  that 
time  will  produce  a  recollection,  which 
may  lead  thefe  unhappy  people  back  to  a 
fenfe  of  their  duty;  and  that,  in  the 
mean  time,  every  proper  and  practicable 
meafure  will  be  taken  to  awe  that  licen¬ 
tious  fpirit,  which  has  hurried  them  to 
thofe  aCts  of  outrage  and  violence,  equally 
dangerous  to  the  fober  and  well-difpofed 
part  of  the  people,  the  eafe  and  quiet  of 
the  city,  and  fubverfive  of  all  order  and 
authority  among  them. 

Sir 
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Sir  Henry  Moore  will  certainly  be  ar¬ 
rived  before  this  reaches  you ;  it  is  ex¬ 
pected,  therefore.  Sir,  from  your  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  country  and  people,  that 
you  ffiould  inform  the  new  governor  of 
every  thing  neceffary  for  his  knowledge, 
as  well  refpedting  the  ftate  of  things,  as 
the  characters  and  difpofitions  of  men 
in  that  country.  He  will  fee  that,  by 
his  inftruCtions,  he  is  empowered  to  fuf- 
pend  members  of  the  council,  and  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  law,  who  ffiall  appear  to  de¬ 
fire  it ;  being,  in  that  cafe,  only  obliged 
to  fend  home  immediately  the  reafons 
and  caufes  of  fuch  fufpenfion.  It  is  not 
improbable,  that  fuch  times  as  thefe 
may  require  the  exercife  of  that  power; 
as  it  is  not  doubted  the  governor  will  ufe 
it  with  difcretion,  fo  it  is  expeCted  he 
ffiould  not  want  firmnefs  to  ufe  it  boldly, 
whenever  it  may  feem  ufeful  to  the  King’s 
fervice  and  the  public  peace, 
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Copy  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  Houfe 
of  BurgeJJes  in  Virginia,  in  confequence 
of  a  Motion  made  (May  29,  1765,)  to 
take  into  Confi deration  the  late  Adi  for 
levying  a  Duty  upon  Stamps . 

Refohed^T^ HAT  the  firffc  adventurers 
A  and  fettlers  of  this  his  Ma- 
iefty’s  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia 
brought  with  them,  and  tranfmitted  to 
their  pofterity,  and  all  other  his  Ma- 
iefty’s  fubjedts  fince  inhabiting  in  this 
his  Majefty’s  faid  Colony,  all  the  liber¬ 
ties,  privileges,  franchifes  and  immuni¬ 
ties,  that  have  at  any  time  been  held 
and  enjoyed,  and  poffefled  by  the  people 
of  Great  Britain. 

Refolved,  That,  by  two  royal  charters 
granted  by  king  James  I.  the  Colonies 
aforefaid  are  declared  entitled  to  all  li¬ 
berties,  privileges  and  immunities  of 
denizens  and  natural  fubjedts,  to  all  in¬ 
tents  and  purpofes,  as  if  they  had  been 

abiding 


abiding  and  born  within  the  realm  of 
England. 

Refolvedf  That  the  taxation  of  the 
people,  by  themfelves,  or  by  perfons 
chofen  by  themfelves  to  reprefent  them, 
who  can  only  know  what  taxes  the  peo¬ 
ple  are  able  to  bear,  or  the  eafieft  me¬ 
thod  of  railing  them,  and  muft  them¬ 
felves  be  affeded  by  every  tax  laid  on 
the  people,  is  the  only  fecurity  againft  a 
hurthenfome  taxation,  and  the  diftin- 
guifhing  charaderiftic  of  Britifh  free¬ 
dom,  without  which  the  antient  confti- 
tution  cannot  exift. 

Refohed,  That  his  Majefty’s  liege  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  his  moft  antient  and  loyal 
Colony  have,  without  interruption,  en¬ 
joyed  the  ineftimable  right  of  being  go¬ 
verned  by  fuch  laws,  refpeding  their  in¬ 
ternal  polity  and  taxation,  as  are  derived 
from  their  own  confent,  with  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  their  fovereign,  or  his  fub- 
ilitutes,  and  that  the  fame  hath  been 
conftantly  recognized  by  the  King  and 
People  of  Great  Britain. 

NUMBER 
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Ofiober  i,  1765. 

Copy  of  a  Reprefentation  of  the  Lords  Com- 
mif 'loners  for  Trade  and  Plantations , 
touching  the  Proceedings  and  Reflations 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  Maf- 
fachufet’s  Bay,  ’with  refpedl  to  the  Adi 
for  levying  a  Duty  upon  Stamps  in  A- 
merica,  and  to  other  Adis  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Great  Britain. 

•  -4 

To  the  KIN  G’r  Mofl  Excellent  Majefly. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefly , 

rT'!  H  E  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of 
your  Majefty’s  Province  of  MalTa- 
chufet’s  Bay  having,  laft  year,  printed 
and  publifhed,  in  the  journals  of  their 
proceedings,  a  letter  from  a  Committee 
of  that  Houfe  to  their  Agent  here ;  in 
which  letter  the  ads  and  refolutions  of 
the  Parliament  of  Great- Britain  were 
treated  with  the  moft  indecent  difrefped, 
and  principles  tending  to  a  denial  of  the 

right 
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right  of  Parliament  to  levy  taxes  upon 
your  MajeAy’s  fubjeCts  in  the  Colonies, 
were  openly  avowed  ;  our  predecefl'ors  in 
office  thought  it  their  duty  to  tranfmit 
this  tranfaCtion  to  your  Majefty’s  confi- 
deration,  to  the  end  that  fuch  directions 
might  be  given,  as  the  nature  and  im¬ 
portance  of  the  matter  ffiould  appear  to 
require. 

Since  this,  and  flnce  the  palling  the 
aCt  of  Parliament  for  levying  a  Itamp 
duty  in  America,  the  grounds  of  which 
aCt  gave  rife  to  the  reflexions  contained 
in  the  above-mentioned  letter,  the  fame 
fpirit  that  dictated  the  fentiments  it  ex- 
prefles,  has  appeared  throughout  the 
whole  proceedings  of  the  faid  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives. 

Upon  the  election  of  counfellors,  who, 
by  the  conflituticn  of  this  Colony,  are 
annually  chofen  by  the  Houfe  of  Repre¬ 
fentatives,  the  Itrongeft  endeavours  were 
ufed  to  preclude  your  Majefty’s  fecretary 
of  Rate,  who  has  always  been  a  member 
of  the  council  from  his  feat  at  that 
Board;  and  this,  as  your  Majefly’s  go¬ 
vernor  rep  relents,  merely  on  account  of 

d  his 


his  having  received  an  appointment  (ufi- 
folicited)  to  be  a  diftributor  of  the 
ftamps :  and  the  motion  made  in  that 
Houfe,  to  difcontinue  the  annual  falary 
allowed  for  the  fupport  of  your  Majefty’s 
governor,  upon  which  proceeding  we 
have  this  day  made  a  feparate  reprefenta- 
tion  to  your  Majefty,  feems  to  have  a- 
rifen  from  the  fame  motives. 

Thefe,  however,  being  only  attempts 
of  individuals  in  the  community,  would 
not  either  have  required  or  deferved  your 
Majefty’s  attention,  in  the  light  in  which 
we  view  them  ;  but  it  further  appears, 
from  the  journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Re- 
prefentatives  in  their  laft  feftion,  that 
this  Affembh,  having  thought  Jit  to  make 
the  propriety  and  expediency  oj  the  Jlamp- 
acf,  and  cj  other  acts  of  parliament,  a  fub- 
jeci  of  open  queflion  and  difcujjion ,  came  to 
Teveral  refolutions  and  proceedings  there¬ 
upon,  which  they  kept  lecret  till  the  laft 
nay  of  their  feftion,  when  they  published 
them  in  their  printed  journals— Then 
follow  the  refolutions — Then  the  Board 
of  Trade  proceeds  thus  :  The  objedt  of 
the  refolutions  and  proceedings  of  the 


im.  xu*' 


APPENDIX.  xxvii 

Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  Mafackufet’s 

Bay,  is  to  recommend  to,  and  induce, 
the  reft  of  your  Majefty’s  Colonies  in 
America,  to  join  in  a  general  congrefs  of 
committees  from  the  fever al  af  emblies,  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  other  branches  of  the  legi - 
Jlature,  and  without  any  previous  applica¬ 
tion  to  your  Majetly ,  to  confder  and  deli¬ 
berate  upon  the  a  bis  of  the  parliament  of 
this  kingdom.  As  this  appears  to  us  to 
be  the  firft  inftance  of  a  general  congrefs, 
appointed  by  the  Aftemblies  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies  without  the  authority  of  the 

* 

Crown ;  a  meafure  which  we  conceive 
of  dangerous  tendency  in  itfelf,  and  more 
efpecially  fo,  when  taken  for  the  pur- 
pofes  expreffed  in  the  above-mentioned 
refolution,  and  connected  with  the  fpirit 
that  has  appeared  throughout  the  whole 
conduct  of  this  particular  Aftembly  ;  we 
therefore  think  it  our  indifpenfible  duty 
to  fubmit  this  matter  to  your  Majefty’s 
confideration,  for  fuch  directions  as  your 
Majefty,  with  the  advice  of  your  Coun¬ 
cil,  may  think  proper  and  expedient  to 
give  thereupon. 

All  which  is  moft  humbly  fubmittcd3&c. 


IPhitehall \  0 /?. 

i,  2765, 
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Copy  of  a  Reprefentation  from  the  Board  of 
“Trade,  with  fever al  Papers  tranfmitted , 
relative  to  the  outrageous  Behaviour  of 
the  People  at  the  Town  of  Bofton,  in 
Oppofition  to  the  Stamp-Duty  A  cl.  Dated 
October  io,  1765. 

To  the  K IN G’r  Mod  Excellent  Majefy. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefly, 

SINCE  our  humble  reprefentation 
to  your  Majefty  of  the  ift  in  ft.  in 
confequence  of  fome  alarming  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  in 
the  Province  of  Maffachufet’s  Bay,  we 

have  received  letters  from  — - ,  sivino- 

an  account  of  a  riot  of  a  mod;  dangerous 
tendency,  which  had  arifen  in  the  town 
ofBofton,  and  which,  directing  its  fury 
againft  the  houfes  and  perfons  of  the 
lieutenant-governor,  and  other  principal 
officers  of  government,  continued  with 
repeated  a<5ls  of  extraordinary  violence, 
from  the  15th  of  Auguft  to  the  26th  of 

the 
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the  fame  month ;  at  which  period  the 
tumult  feemed  fufpended,  rather  than 
allayed. 

In  whatever  light  thefe  difturbances 
may  be  viewed,  whether  in  refpedt  of 
the  avowed  object,  which  the  perpetra¬ 
tors  and  abettors  of  them  declare  to  be 
a  general  refolution,  to  oppofe  and  pre¬ 
vent  the  execution  of  an  adt  of  the  Par¬ 
liament  of  Great-Britain,  or  in  relpedt 
of  the  ftate  of  government  and  magi- 

ftracy  there,  which  -  reprefents  to 

be  utterly  incapable  of  refilling  or  fup- 
prefiing  thefe  tumults  and  diforders,  they 
feem  to  us  of  fuch  high  importance,  that 
we  lofe  no  time  in  laying  the  letters  and 
papers  relating  thereunto  before  your 
Majefty,  that  your  Majefty  may  direct 
fuch  meafures  to  be  purfued,  as  your 
Majefty,  with  the  advice  of  your  Coun¬ 
cil,  lhall  think  moll  prudent  and  effec¬ 
tual. 

"W hich  is  moft  humbly  fubmitted,  &c„ 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  - ,  to  Mr . 

S - Y  C - Y. 

New -York,  Sept.  23,  1765. 

TH  E  refolves  of  the  Aflembly  of 
Virginia,  which  you  will  have 
feen,  gave  the  fignal  for  a  general  out¬ 
cry  over  the  Continent  j  and  though  I 
do  not  find,  that  the  Aflembly  of  any 
other  Province  has  yet  come  to  refolu- 
tions  of  the  fame  tendency,  they  have 
been  applauded  as  the  prote&ors  and  af- 
fertors  of  American  liberty ;  and  all  per¬ 
sons  excited  and  encouraged  by  writings 
in  the  public  papers,  and  fpeeches,  with¬ 
out  any  referve,  to  oppofe  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  adt :  the  general  fcheme 
concerted  throughout  feems  to  have 
been,  firft,  by  menace  or  force,  to  oblige 
the  ftamp  officers  to  refign  their  em¬ 
ployments,  in  which  they  have  generally 
l'ucceeded  ;  and  next,  to  deftroy  the 
flampt  papers  upon  their  arrival  ;  that, 
having  no  damps,  necelfity  might  be  an 

excufe 
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excufe  for  the  difpatch  of  bufmefs  with¬ 
out  them  i  and  that,  before  they  could 
be  replaced,  the  clamour  and  outcry  of 
the  people,  with  addrefles  and  remon- 
ftrances  from  the  Alfemblies,  might  pro¬ 
cure  a  repeal  of  the  adt.  The  populace 
of  Bo/lon  took  the  lead  in  the  riots,  and 
by  an  aflault  upon  the  houfe  of  the  ftamp 
officer,  forced  him  to  a  refignation.  The 
little  turbulent  Colony  of  Rhode-IJland 
raifed  their  mob  likewife ;  who  were 
not  content  only  to  force  a  promife  from 
the  perfon  appointed  to  diftribute  the 
ftamps,  that  he  would  not  adt  in  that 
employment,  but  alfo  affaulted  and  de- 
ftroved  the  houfes  and  furniture  of  Meffi 

J 

Howard  and  Moffatt,  and  obliged  them 
to  fly  for  fafety  on  board  a  fhip  of  war : 
the  firft,  a  lawyer  of  reputation,  had 
wrote  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  Par¬ 
liament  of  Great -Britain  to  lay  taxes  upon 
the  Colonies ;  the  other  a  phyfleian,  who 
had  fupported  the  fame  in  his  converfa- 
tions.  The  neighbouring  Provinces  feem- 
ed  inclined  to  follow  thefe  examples, 
but  were  prevented  by  the  almoft  gene¬ 
ral  refignation  of  the  ftamp  officers. 

The 
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The  Bofton  mob,  raifed  fxrjft  by  the  in- 
fiigation  of  many  of  the  principal  inha¬ 
bitants,  allured  by  plunder,  rofe  Ihortly 
after  of  their  own  accord  ;  attacked, 
robbed,  and  deftroyed  feveral  houfes, 
and  amongft  others,  that  of  the  Lieute¬ 
nant-governor,  and  only  fpared  the  Go¬ 
vernor’s,  becaufe  his  effedts  had  been  re¬ 
moved.  People  then  began  to  be  terri¬ 
fied  at  the  fpirit  they  had  raifed  ;  to  per¬ 
ceive  that  popular  fury  was  not  to  be 
guided,  and  each  individual  feared  he 
might  be  the  next  vidtim  to  their  rapa¬ 
city.  The  fame  fears  fpread  through  the 
other  Provinces,  and  there  has  been  as 
much  pains  taken  Jince ,  to  prevent  infurrec- 
tions  of  the  people,  as  before  to  excite  them. 


NUMBER  XI. 


ExtraB  of  a  State  oj  the  Province,  con - 
tained  in  a  Letter  to  Mr.  C— -  Y, 
dated,  Dec.  13,  1765. 


THE  gentlemen  of  the  law  make  the 
fecond  clafs,  in  which  are  properly 
included  both  the  bench  and  the  bar; 

both 
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both  of  them  aCt  on  the  fame  principles, 
and  are  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  families 
in  the  policy  of  the  Province. 

The  merchants  make  the  third  clafs  3 
many  of  them  have  fuddenly  rcfe  from  the 
low  eft  rank  cj  the  people  to  conftderable 
fortunes,  and  chief y  in  the  la[i  war,  by  il¬ 
licit  trade ;  they  athor  every  limitation  of 
trade  and  duties,  and  therefore  gladfa  03 
into  every  meafure,  whereby  they  hope  to 
have  trade  free. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  law,  both  the 
judges,  and  the  principal  practitioners  at 
the  bar,  are  either  owners,  or  ftrongly 
connected  in  family  intereft  with  the 
proprietors  in  general. — The  gentlemen 
of  the  law,  fome  years  fince,  entered 
into  an  affociation,  with  intention,  a- 
mong  other  things,  to  aflame  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  government  upon  them,  by  the 
influence  they  had  in  the  aflembly  ; 
gained  by  their  family  cohneCtions,  and 
by  the  profeflion  of  the  law,  whereby 
they  are  unavoidably  in  the  fecrets  of 
many  families.  Many  court  their  friend- 
fhip,  and  all  dread  their  hatred  ;  by  thefe 
means,  though  few  of  them  are  mem- 

e  bers,  * 
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here,  they  rule  the  Houfe  of  the  Afl'em-' 
blv,  in  all  matters  of  importance ;  the 
greateft  number  of  the  aflembly  being 
common  farmers,  who  know  little  of 
men  and  things,  and  are  eafily  deluded 
and  feduced. 

By  this  aflociation,  united  in  interefl: 
and  family  connections  with  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  great  tracts,  a  domination 
of  lawyers  was  formed  in  this  Province, 
which,  for  fome  years  paft,  has  been 
too  ftrong  for  the  executive  powers  of 
government. — Betides  what  is  before  re- 

o 

lated,  it  is  necefiary  to  obferve,  that,  for 
feveral  years  paft,  the  Aflembly  grants 
the  fupport  of  power  only  from  year  to 
year;  they  increafe  and  leflen  the  fala- 
ries  of  all  the  officers  at  their  pleafure  ; 
and  the  hill  pafled  in  the  Houfe  of  Af- 
fembly  (the  author  means  the  Houfe  of 
Commons)  in  the  laft  feflions  of  par¬ 
liament,  laying  internal  taxes  on  the  Co¬ 
lony,  and  paying  all  the  officers  ol  go¬ 
vernment,  as  it  is  fuggefted  they  may 
intend  to  do,  will  deftroy  the  great  and 
undue  influence,  which  the  Aflembly 
has  gained  over  the  adminiftration,  to 

the 
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the  great  prejudice  of  his  Majefty  s  pre¬ 
rogative  in  the  Colonies  ;  and  it  is  chiefly 
for  this  reajon  that  the  popular  leaders  Jo 
violently  oppofe  the  acl  flor  laying  a  Stamp 
Duty. 


NUMBER  XII. 

Extra  Si  of  Letter  to  the  Lords  cj 
Trade,  dated  Aug.  55,  1766. 

ESTERDAY  morning,  at  break  o* 
day,  was  discovered  hanging  upon 
a  tree,  in  a  Street  in  the  town,  an  effig}, 
with  inscriptions,  Shewing,  that  it  was 
intended  to  reprefent  Mr.  Oliver  the  fe- 
cretary,  who  had  lately  accepted  the  of¬ 
fice  of  Stamp  Distributor.  Some  of  the 
neighbours  offered  to  take  it  down,  but 
they  were  given  to  know,  that  would 
not  be  permitted.  Many  gentlemen, 
efpecially  Some  of  the  council,  treated 
it  as  a  boyifh  Sport,  that  dia  not  deierve 
the  notice  of  the  Governor  and  Counck- 
Jrlowever,  the  Lieutenant-governor,  as 

f.hief  juftice,  directed  the  Sheriff  to  or- 
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tier  his  officers  to  take  down  the  effigy  } 
ar.ci  a  Council  was  appointed  to  meet  in 
the  afternoon,  to  confider  what  ffiould 
be  done,  if  the  Sheriff  s  officers  were 
obflrudted  in  removing  the  effigy. 

Before  the  Council  met,  the  Sheriff 
reported,  that  his  officers  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  take  down  the  effigy,  but  could 
not  do  it  without  Imminent  danger  of 
their  lives.  The  Council  met,  repre- 
fented  this  tranfadlion  as  the  beginning 
of  much  greater  commotions,  and  de¬ 
fied  their  advice  what  ffiould  be  done 
upon  ibis  occafion.  A  majority  of  the 
Council  ffioke  in  form  againft  doing  any 
thing  j  but  upon  very  different  princi¬ 
ples  :  fome  laid  it  was  a  trifling  bufinefs, 
which,  if  let  alone,  would  fubfide  of 
Jtfelf;  but  it  taken  notice  of,  would  be¬ 
come  a  ferious  affair.  Others  faid,  that 
h  was  a  ftiious  affair  already:  that  it 
was  a  preconcerted  bufinefs,  in  which 
the  gi  eateft  part  of  the  tow’n  was  en- 
gagea  :  that  there  was  no  force  to  op- 
poic  it,  and  making  an  oppofition  to  it, 
without  a  power  to  fupport  the  oppofi- 
Pon,  would  only  enfiame  the  People, 
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and  be  a  means  of  extending  the  mif- 
chief  to  perfons  not  at  prefent  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  it. — The  Sheriff  was  ordered  to 
affemble  the  peace  officers,  and  preferve 
the  peace  ;  a  matter  of  form,  rather  than 
real  lignificance. 

It  now  grew  dark ;  when  the  mob, 
which  had  been  gathering  all  the  after¬ 
noon,  came  down  to  the  Town-houfe, 
bringing  the  effigy  with  them  ;  and, 
knowing  that  they  were  fitting  in  the 
Council-chamber,  they  gave  three  huz¬ 
zas,  by  way  of  defiance,  and  pafied  on. 
From  thence  they  went  to  a  new  build¬ 
ing,  lately  ereded  by  Mr.  Oliver  to  let 
out  for  ffiops,  and  not  quite  finiffied  : 
this  they  called  the  Stamp-office,  and 
pulled  it  down  to  the  ground  in  five 
minutes.  From  thence  they  went  to 
Mr.  Oliver’s  houfe,  before  which  they 
beheaded  the  effigy,  and  broke  all  the 
windows  next  the  fireet.  Then  they 
carried  the  effigy  to  Fort  Hill,  near  Mr, 
Oliver’s  houfe,  where  they  burnt  the 
effigy  in  a  bonfire,  made  of  the  timber 
they  had  pulled  down  from  the  building. 
Mr.  Oliver  had  removed  his  family  from 

his 
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his  houfe,  and  remained  himfelf  with  a 
few  friends,  when  the  mob  returned  to 
attack  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Oliver  was  prevailed  upon  to  re¬ 
tire,  and  his  friends  kept  pofieffion  of 
the  houfe  :  the  mob  finding  the  door 
barricaded,  broke  down  the  whole  fence 
of  the  garden  towards  Fort  Hill ;  and 
coming  on,  beat  all  the  doors  and  win¬ 
dows  of  the  garden  front,  and  entered 
the  houfe,  the  gentlemen  there  retiring. 
As  foon  as  they  had  got  pofieffion,  they 
fearched  about  for  Mr.  Oliver,  declaring 
they  would  kill  him.  Finding  that  he 
had  left  the  houfe,  a  party  fet  out  to 
fearch  two  neighbouring  houfes,  in  one 
of  which  Mr,  Oliver  was  9  but,  happily, 
they  were  diverted  from  this  purfuit  by 
&  gentleman  telling  them,  that  Mr.  Oli¬ 
ver  was  gone  with  the  Governor  to  the 
Cable ;  otherwife  he  would  certainly 
have  been  murthered.  After  eleven 
o’clock,  the  mob  feeming’ to  grow  quiet, 
the  Lieutenant-governor,  Chief  Juftice, 
and  the  Sheriff,  ventured  to  go  to  Mr. 
Oliver’s  houfe,  to  endeavour  to  perfuade 
jthem  to  difperfe  :  as  foon  as  they  began 

to 
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to  ipeak,  a  ringleader  cried  out,  “  The 
Governor  and  the  Sheriff,  to  your  arms, 
my  boys  ”  prefently  after,  a  volley  of 
Stones  followed,  and  the  two  gentlemen 
narrowly  efcaped,  through  favour  of  the 
night,  not  without  fome  bruifes.  I 
fhould  have  mentioned  before,  that  a 
written  order  was  fent  to  the  Colonel  of 
the  regiment  of  militia,  to  beat  an  a- 
larm  :  he  anfwered,  that  it  would  Signify 
nothing,  for,  as  toon  as  the  drum  was 
heard,  the  drummer  would  be  knocked 
down,  and  the  drum  broke  :  he  added, 
that  probably  all  the  drummers  of  the 
regiment  were  in  the  mob.  Nothing 
more  being  to  be  done,  the  mob  were 
left  to  difperfe  at  their  own  time,  which 
they  did  about  twelve  o’clock. — Whilft 
I  am  writing,  I  faw  a  bonfire  burning 
on  Fort  Hill,  by  which  I  understand  the 
mob  is  up,  and  probably  doing  mifchief  ; 
I  Shall  therefore  discontinue  this  letter 
till  I  can  receive  information  of  what  is 
done  this  night. 


xl  APPENDIX. 

Augujl  1 6. 

T  N  the  afternoon  of  yefterday,  feveral 
gentlemen  applied  to  Mr.  Oliver,  to 
advife  him  to  make  a  public  declaration* 
that  he  would  refign  the  office,  and  ne¬ 
ver  ad:  in  it ;  without  which  they  faid 
his  houle  would  be  immediately  destroy¬ 
ed,  and  his  life  in  continual  danger  : 
upon  which  he  was  obliged  to  authorize 
fome  gentlemen  to  declare  in  public, 
that  he  would  immediately  apply  for 
leave  to  refign,  and  would  not  ad:  in  the 
office  (as  indqed  it  was  impoffible  for  him 
to  do)  until  he  received  further  orders. 

j? 

sfugujl  22. 

J  Come  now  to  purfue  the  fubjedt  of 
my  letter,  dated  the  15th  and  i6th 
inftant. — It  is  difficult  to  conceive  the 
fury,  which  at  prefen t  poffeffes  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Bofton,  of  all  orders  and  degrees 
of  men  :  if  a  gentleman,  in  common 
converfation,  Signifies  his  difapprobation 
.  of  this  infurredtion,  his  perfon  is  im- 
v  mediately  in  danger.  A  gentleman  ha¬ 
ving  faid,  that,  notwithstanding  what 

was 
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was  pafled,  he  would  accept  of  tl 
damp- office,  a  day  was  fixed  for  pulling 
down  his  houfe  ;  it  was  prevented  not 
without  difficulty.  Another  gentleman 
having  mentioned  his  expectation,  that 
fome  regular  forces  would  be  fent  into 
.  the  town,  was  obliged  to  make  inter" 
ceffion  to  prevent  his  being  mobbed.  A 
Minifter  of  the  church  of  England  ha¬ 
ving,  in  his  fertnon,  obliquely  condemned 
thefe  proceedings,  has  been  threatened 
with  the  refentment  of  the  People.  On 
the  other  hand,  a  Minifter  of  one  of 
the  principal  meetings  told  Mr.  Oliver, 
that  though  he  was  lorry  this  mifehief 
had  fell  upon  him,  yet  it  was  a  very 
proper  and  neceffary  proceeding,  and  he 
quite  approved  of  it.  Another  congre¬ 
gational  Minifter,  well  known  by  his 
late  polemical  writings,  has,  as  I  have 
been  told  by  l'everal  perfons,  juftified  this 
proceeding  in  his  fermon,  and  prayed 
for  its  fuccefs  :  but  there  are  congrega¬ 
tional  Minifters,  I  doubt  not,  (and  I 
know  fome)  who  condemn  it,  but  they 
dare  not  fpeak  out,  which  is  the  cafe  of 
every  one  who  does  not  approve  of  it. — 

f  l 
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I  would  not  willingly  aggravate  matters, 
but  I  really  fear  much  worfe  is  to  come 
than  is  palled  t  the  Sherifi  of  this  coun™ 
ty,  a  prudent  and  refolute  man,  has  told 
me,  that  he  was  applied  to  by  fome 
friends,  who  would  have  perfuaded  him 
to  relign  his  office,  for  it  would  foon  . 
become  dangerous  for  a  civil  officer  to 
appear ;  and  that  both  his  deputies  at 
Bolton  had  applied  to  refign.  The  ffill 
of  November  is  appointed  for  a  grand 
jubilee  j  when,  I  fuppofe,  there  will  be 
much  milchief  done,  and  vengeance 
wrecked  upon  thofe  who  remain  friends 
to  government. 


■Augujl  31,  it  765. 

JT  is  with  the  utmoft  concern,  that  I 
am  obliged  to  continue  the  fubject  of 
my  laid  letters  of  the  j  cth  and  )6th, 
and  of  the  22d  inlt.  the  diforders  of  the 
town  having  been  carried  to  much  greater 
lengths  than  what  I  have  informed  your 
Lordlhips  of. 

Alter  the  demolition  of  Mr.  Oliver’s 
houfe  was  found  fo  practicable  and  eafv, 
that  the  government  was  obliged  to  look 

on. 
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on,  without  being  able  to  take  any  one 
llep  to  prevent  it,  and  the  principal  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  town  publicly  avowed  and 
juftified  the  a<5t,  the  mob,  both  great 
and  fmall,  became  highly  elated,  and 
all  kinds  of  ill-humours  were  fet  on 
foot :  every  thing  that,  for  years  pad, 
had  been  the  caufe  of  any  popular  dif- 
content,  was  revived  ;  and  private  re- 
fentments  againft  perions  in  office 
worked  themfelves  in,  and  endeavoured 
to  exert  themfelves  under  the  mafic  of 
the  public  caufe. 

On  Monday,  Auguft  26,  there  was 
fome  fmall  rumour,  that  mifehief  would 
be  done  that  night ;  but  it  was  in  gene¬ 
ral  difregarded.  Towards  evening,  fome 
boys  began  to  light  a  bonfire  before  the 
Town-houfe,  which  is  an  ufual  fignal 
for  a  mob.  Before  it  was  quite  dark,  a 
great  company  of  people  gathered  toge¬ 
ther,  crying,  Liberty  and  Property,  which 
is  their  ufual  notice  of  their  intention  to 
plunder  and  pull  down  an  houfe.  They' 
went  firfi:  to  Mr.  Paxton’s  houfe,  who 
is  marffial  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty, 
and  furveyor  of  the  port;  and  finding 

f  2  before 
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before  it  the  owner  of  the  houfe  (Mr. 
Paxton  being  only  a  tenant)  he  affured 
them,  that  Mr.  Paxton  had  quitted  the 
houfe  with  his  bed  effects,  and  that  the 
houfe  was  his  ;  that  he  had  never  in- 

'  M 

jured  them,  and  finally,  invited  them  to 
go  to  the  tavern  and  drink  a  barrel  of 
punch  :  the  offer  was  accepted,  and  fo 
that  houle  was  laved.  As  foon  as  they 
had  drank  the  punch,  they  went  to  the 
lioufe  of  Mr.  Storey,  regifter-deputy  of 
the  Admiralty,  broke  into  it,  and  broke 
it  all  to-pieces,  and  took  out  all  the 
books  and  papers,  among  which  were 
all  the  records  of  the  Court  of  Admi¬ 
ralty,  and  carried  them  to  the  bonfire, 
and  there  burnt  them  :  they  alfo  looked 
about  for  him  with  an  intention  to  kill 
him.  From  thence  they  went  to  Mr. 
Ilollowell’s,  comptroller  of  the  Cuftoms, 
broke  into  his  houfe,  and  deftroyed  and 
carried  off  every  thing  of  value,  with 
about  thirty  pounds,  fterling,  in  cafh. 
Phis  houfe  was  lately  built  by  himfelf, 
and  fitted  and  furni Hied  with  great  ele¬ 
gance.  But  the  grand  mifchief  of  all 
was  to  come. 

The 
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The  Lieutenant-governor  had  been 
apprized,  that  there  was  an  evil  fpirit 
gone  forth  againd  him  ;  but,  being  con- 
fcious  that  he  had  not  in  the  leaf!  de¬ 
fended  to  be  made  a  party,  in  regard  to 
the  Stamp-adt  or  the  Cudom-houfe,  he 
reded  in  full  fecurity  that  the  mob  would 
not  attack  him ;  and  he  was  at  fupper 
with  his  family  when  he  received  advice 
that  the  mob  was  coming  to  him.  He 
immediately  fent  away  his  children,  and 
determined  to  day  in  the  houfe  himfelf : 
but,  happily,  his  elded  daughter  return¬ 
ed,  and  declared  die  would  not  dir  from 
the  houfe,  unlefs  he  went  with  her;  by 
which  means  fhe  got  him  away,  which 
was  undoubtedly  the  occafion  of  faving 
his  life.  For,  as  foon  as  the  mob  had 
got  into  the  houfe,  with  a  mod  irrefid- 
able  fury,  they  immediately  looked  about 
for  him,  to  murder  him,  and  even  made 
diligent  enquiry  whither  he  was  gone. 
They  went  to  wrork  with  a  rage  fcarce 
to  be  exemplified  by  the  mod  favage 
people.  Every  thing  moveable  was  de- 
droyed  in  the  mod  minute  manner,  ex¬ 
cept  dich  things  of  value  as  were  worth 

carrying 
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carrying  off;  among  which  were  near 
1000  1.  sterling,  in  fpecie,  befides  a  great 
quantity  of  family  plate,  &c.  But  the 
3ofs  to  be  mod  lamented  is,  that  there 
was  in  one  room,  kept  for  that  purpofe, 
a  large  and  valuable  collection  of  manu- 
fcripts  and  original  papers,  which  he  had 
been  gathering  all  his  life-time,  and  to 
which  all  perfons,  who  had  been  in  pof- 
feffion  of  valuable  papers  of  a  public 
kind,  had  been  contributing,  as  to  a 
public  Mufeutn.  As  thefe  related  to  the 
hiftory  and  policy  of  the  country,  from 
the  time  of  its  feulement  to  the  prefent, 
and  was  the  only  collection  of  its  kind, 
the  lofs  to  the  public  is  great  and  irre¬ 
trievable,  as  it  is  to  himfelf,  the  lofs  of 
the  papers  of  a  family,  which  had  made 
a  figure  in  this  Province  for  a  hundred 
and  thirty  years.  As  for  the  houfe, 
which,  from  its  ftruCture  and  infide  fi- 
nifhing,  feemed  to  be  from  a  defign  of 
Inigo  Jones,  or  hi.-  fucceffor,  it  appears, 
that  they  were  a  long  while  refolved  to 
level  it  to  the  ground  :  they  worked 
three  hours  at  the  cupola  before  they 
could  get  it  down,  and  they7  uncovered 

part 
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part  of  the  roof;  but  I  fuppofe,  that  the 
thicknefs  of  the  walls,  which  were  of 
very  fine  brick-work,  adorned  with  Ionic 
piladers  worked  into  the  wall,  prevented 
their  compleating  their  purpofe,  though 
they  worked  at  it  till  day-light.  The 
next  day,  the  ftreets  were  found  fcattered 
with  money,  plate,  gold  rings,  &c.  which 
had  been  dropt  in  carrying  off.  The 
whole  lofs  in  this  houfe  is  reckoned  at 
3Q0°  h  fterling. — It  was  now  becoming 
a  war  of  plunder,  of  general  levelling, 
and  taking  away  the  didindtion  of  rich 
and  poor  :  fo  that  thofe  gentlemen,  who 
had  promoted  and  approved  the  cruel 
treatment  of  IVIr.  Oliver,  became  now 
as  fearul  for  themfelves  as  the  mod  loyal 

perion  in  the  town  could  be. - When 

firffc  the  town  took  this  new  turn,  I  was 
in  hopes  that  they  would  have  difavowed 
all  the  riotous  proceedings ;  that  of  the 
fil'd  night,  as  well  as  the  lad.  But  it  is 
no  fuch  thing,  great  pains  are  taken  to 
feparate  the  two  riots :  what  was  done 
againft  Mr.  Oliver  is  dill  approved  of,  as 
a  necelfary  declaration  of  their  refolution 
not  to  fubmit  to  the  Stamp-adf  ;  and 

even 
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even  the  cruel  treatment  of  him  and  his 
family  is  juftified  by  its  confequences,  the 
frightening  him  into  a  refignation  :  and 
it  has  been  publicly  hinted,  that  if  aline 
is  not  drawn  between  the  firft  riot  and 
the  laft,  the  Civil  Power  will  not  be  fup- 
ported  by  the  principal  people  of  the 
town,  as  it  is  allured  it  fhall  be  now.— 
So  that  the  prefent  authority  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment  is  only  exercifed  upon  condi¬ 
tion,  and  with  prefcribed  limitations. 


N  U  M  B  E  R  XIII. 

Extract  Jrom  News-Papers.- 


New -York)  Nov .  4. 


TH  E  late  extraordinary  and  unpre¬ 
cedented  preparations  in  Fort 
George,  and  the  fecuring  the  ftamped 
paper  in  that  garrilon,  having  greatly 
alarmed  and  difpleafed  the  inhabitants  of 
this  city,  a  vaft  number  of  them  aftem- 
bled  laft  Friday  evening  in  the  Com¬ 
mons,  from  whence  they  marched  down 

the  Fly,  (preceded  by  a  number  of 

lights) 
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lights)  and  having  flopped  a  few  minutes 
at  the  coffee- houfe,  proceeded  to  the  fort 
walls ;  when  they  broke  open  the  liable 
of  the  Lieutenant-governor,  took  out 
his  coach,  and,  after  carrying  the  fame 
through  the  principal  ftreets  of  tne  city 
in  triumph,  marched  to  the  Commons, 
where  a  gallows  was  eredted,  at  one  end 
of  which  was  fufpended  the  effigy  of  the 
perfon  whofe  property  the  coach  was  : 
in  his  right  hand  he  held  a  damped  bill 
of  lading,  and  on  his  bread  was  affixed 
a  paper  with  the  following  infeription* 
The  Rebel  Drummer  in  the  Ye 'ear  1765  ;  at^ 
his  back  was  fixed  a  drum,  the  badge  or 
his  profeffion  ;  at  the  other  end  of  the 
gallows  hung  the  figure  of  the  Devil,  a 
proper  companion  for  the  other,  as  it  is 
fuppofed  it  was  entirely  at  his  mfligation 
he  a  died :  after  they  had  hung  there  a 
confiderable  time,  they  carried  the  effi¬ 
gies  with  the  gallows  entire,  being  pre¬ 
ceded  by  the  coach,  in  a  grand  procef- 
flon,  to  the  gate  of  the  fort,  where  it 
remained  for  fome  time  ;  from  whence 
it  was  removed  to  the  Bowling-green, 
under  the  muzzles  of  the  fort  guns, 
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'vhcrc  a  bonfire  was  immediately  made, 
and  the  Drummer,  Devil,  Coach,  &c. 
were  confirmed,  amidft  the  acclamations 
of  iome  thoufands  of  fpedators ;  and, 
we  make  no  doubt,  but  the  Lieutenant- 


govei  nor  and  his  friends  had  the  morti¬ 
fication  of  viewing  the  whole  proceed¬ 
ing  from  the  ramparts  of  the  fort.  But 
the  bufinefs  of  the  night  not  being  yet 
concluded,  the  whole  body  proceeded 
With  the  greatefi:  decency  and  good  or¬ 
der  to  Vauxhall,  the  houfe  of  major 
James,  who,  it  was  reported,  was  a 
friend  to  the  Stamp-ad,  and  had  been 
ovei  officious  in  his  duty,  from  whence 
they  took  every  individual  article,  to  a 


very  confiderable  amount,  and  having 
niade  another  bonfire,  the  whole  was 
confumed  in  the  flames,  to  the  great  fa- 
tisfadion  of  every  perfon  prefent;  after 
which  they  difperfed,  and  every  man 
went  to  his  refpedive  habitation.  The 
whole  affair  was  conduded  with  fuch 
decorum,  that  not  the  leafi  accident 
lappened. 


N  U  M  BE  R 


Philadelphia.  In  AJtmbly,  Sept.  21,  1765.  A.M. 

TH  E  Houfe  taking  into  confidera- 
tion,  that  an  ad  of  parliament  has 
lately  palled  in  England,  for  impofing 
certain  {lamp-duties,  and  other  duties, 
on  his  Majelly’s  fubjeds  in  America, 
whereby  they  conceive  fomc  of  then 
moll  efiential  and  valuable  rights  as  Bri- 
tifh  fubjeds  to  be  deeply  affeded,  think 
it  a  duty  they  owe  to  themfelves  and 
their  pofterity,  to  come  to  the  following 
tefolutions,  viz. 

Refolved,  mm,  con.  That  the  Afiem- 
blies  of  this  Province  have,  from  time 
to  time,  whenever  requifitions  have  teen 
made  by  his  Majefty  for  carrying  on  military 
operations  for  the  deforce  of  America,  moft 
ehearfully  and  liberally  contributed  their 
full  proportion  of  men  and  money  for 
thofe  fervices. 

Refolved,  ncm.  con.  That  whenever 
hisMajefty’s  fervice  (hall,  for  the  future, 
require  the  aids  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Province,  and  they  foall  be  called  upon- 
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for  that  purpcfe  in  a  conftitntional  rwa\\  it 
will  be  their  indiipenlible  duty,  moil 
cbearfully  and  liberally  to  grant  to  his 
Majefly  their  proportion  of  men  and 
money,  lor  the  defence,  fecurity  and 
other  public  fervices  of  the  British  Ame¬ 
rican  Colonies. 

Refolved,  ncm.  con .  That  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  Province  are  entitled  to  all 
the  liberties,  rights,  and  privileges  of 
Iiis  Majelhy’s  fubjedts  in  Great-Britain  or 
elfewhere  ;  and  that  the  conftitution  of 
government  in  this  Province  is  founded 
on  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and 
the  noble  principles  of  Englilh  liberty, 
and  therefore  is,  or  ought  to  be,  per¬ 
fectly  free. 

Refolved,  ncm .  con .  That  it  is  the  in- 
terelt,  birthright,  and  indubitable  pri¬ 
vilege  of  every  Britifh  fubjedt,  to  be 
taxed  only  by  his  own  confent,  or  that 
of  his  legal  reprefentatives,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  his  Majefly,  or  his  fubllitutes, 

•  Refolved,  nan.  con.  That  the  only  legal 
reprefentatives  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
province  are  the  perfons  they  annually  ele£l> 
toferve  as  members  of  /iffembly. 


Refolved 


APPENDIX.  liii 

Refolved  therefore,  nem.  con.  That  the 
taxation  of  the  people  oj  this  Province ,  by 
any  other  perfons  ivhatfoever  than  fitch  their 
reprefentatives  in  Ajjembly,  is  unconftitu - 
,  tional ,  and  fubverfivc  of  their  mojl  valuable 
rights. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  the  laying 
taxes  upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  Pro¬ 
vince  in  any  other  manner,  being  mam - 
feflly  fubvefive  of  public  liberty,  mu  ft,  of 
necefl'ary  confequence,  be  utterly  de- 
ftrudtive  of  public  happinefs. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  the  refting 
an  authority,  in  the  Courts  or  Admiralty, 
to  decide,  in  fuits  relating  to  the  Stamp 
Duties,  and  other  matters,  foreign  to 
their  proper  jurifdidtion,  is  highly  dan¬ 
gerous  to  the  liberties  of  his  Majefty’s 
American  fubje&s,  contrary  to  Magna 
Charta ;  the  great  charter  and  fountain 
of  Englifh  liberty,  and  deftruftive  of 
one  of  their  moft  darling  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  rights,  that  of  trials  by  juries. 

■  Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  it  is  the  opi-. 
nion  of  this  Houfe,  that  the  reftraints, 
impofed  by  feveral  late  adds  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  on  the  trade  of  this  Province,  at 

a  time 


iiv 
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a  time  when  the  people  labour  under  an 
enormous  debt,  mud,  of  neceffity,  be 
attended  with  the  mod:  fatal  confe- 
quences ;  not  only  to  this  Province,  but 
to  the  trade  of  our  Mother  Country. 

Refolved,  nan.  con.  That  this  Houfe 

*  1 

think  it  their  duty  thus  firmly  to  alfert, 
•with  modefty  and  decency ,  their  inherent 
rights,  that  their  pofterity  may  learn  and 
know  that  it  was  not  with  their  confent 
and  acquiefcence,  that  any  taxes  Jl:ould  he 
levied  on  them  by  any  perfcn,  but  their  own 
reprejentatives  ;  and  are  deiirous,  that 
thefe  their  refolves  fhould  remain  on 
their  Minutes,  as  a  teftimony  of  the  zeal 
and  ardent  defire  of  the  prefen t  Houfe 
of  Affembly,  topreferve  their  inedimable 
rights,  which,  as  Englifhmen,  they  have 
poffeffed  ever  fince  this  Province  was 
fettled,  and  to  tranfmit  them  to  their 
rated  poflerity. 

finis. 
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Register  for  England,  Scotland  and  Inland,  for  176% 
With  the  Arm:,  Supporters,  Crefts  and  Mottoes  of  the  Peers  of  Rng- 
finely  engraved,  and  complete.  Containing  likewife,  above 
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BOOKS  Printed  for  J.  A  L  M  O  N. 

Four  Thousand  Names  not  in  the  other  Books  of  this  Kind j 
together  with  the  new  Members  fince  the  late  Changes  ;  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament  infinitely  more  correct  than  ever  was  printed 
before,  having  been  examined  by  feveral  Noble  Lords  and  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  all  the  other  Lilts  corrected 
at  the  refpeftive  Offices  ;  and  the  whole  upon  a  new  and  more 

extenfive  Plan  than  any  hitherto  offered  to  the  Public. - It  is 

juft  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  this  is  the  only  Book  which  contains 
the  Eftablifliments  of  Scotland  and  Ireland ,  which  were  never 
printed  in  England  before  ;  and  being  therefore  complete  fop 
Three  Kingdoms,  iscertainly  preferable  to  thofe  Books  whicli 
contain  but  a  Part  of  the  Lifts  for  England  only.  Price  2s.  bound 
and  2s.  9d.  with  an  Almanack. 

II.  A  SPEECH  in  Behalf  of  the  Constitution,  againft  the 

SUSPENDING  and  DISPENSING  PREROGATIVE.  i(  It  is 
but  forty  Days  Tyranny,  at  the  Ouiikie.”  Per  Legem  Terra  . 
Price  2s. 

***  The  above  has  bten  publijhed  only  a  few  D  ys. 

III.  A  True  Hiftory  of  a  late  Short  Adminiftration.  Price  6d. 

IV.  Short  Conliderations  upon  fome  late  extraordinary  Grants 
and  other  Particulars,  of  a  late  Patriot’s  Conduct.  Pr.  6d. 
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V.  The  E — 1  of  Ch - -m’s  Apologv.  Price  is. 

VI.  The  HISTORY"  o  the  MINORITY 


during 


,  - 0  the  Years 

1  762,  1763,  1764  and  1765.  Exhibiting  the  Conduct,  Princi¬ 
ples,  and  Views  of  that  PARTY.  The  Fourth  Edition,  with 
Additions.  Price  5s.  bound,  or  4s.  fe wed. — The  very  extras- 
dinary  and  almoft  finguLr  Succefs  which  this  Book  hath  already 
met  with,  is  the  ftrongeft  and  beft  Teftimony  of  its  Merit,  i  t 
has  moreover  been  tranllated  in  Holland,  France  and  other 
Nations  j  in  which,  as  well  as  in  England,  it  is  much  read  and 
ejleemcd. 

VII.  Two  PROTESTS  againft  the  Repeal  of  the  American 
Stamp-Act  :  With  Lifts  of  the  Mi  nor  ity  in  both  Houfes.  is. 

VIII.  Speculations  on  the  Dearnefs  of  Provilions  and  high  Pike 
of  Labour.  Price  is. 

IX.  The  Trade  and"  Navigation  of  Great  Britain  confidered.  By 

Joshua  Gee.  Carefully  revifed  by  a  Merchant,  who  hath 
added  many  inrerefting  Notes,  and  an  Appendix,  concerning 
the  Trade  wi  h  Poriugal.  Price  3s.  bound. - I'Phis  valua¬ 

ble  Book  has  many  Years  been  very  fcarce,  although  feveral 
Times  ftrongly  recommended  by  the  beft  Judges  at.d  Writers 
on  Trade,  and  univerfally  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  moft  m- 
terefting  Books  on  that  Subjeft.  The  many  capital  Quelhons 
v/hich  have  been  lately  agitated,  and  the  feveral  others’ which 
are  fliortJy  expe&ed  to  come  under  Parliamentary  Confideru- 
tion,  have  occafioned  a  new  Edition  of  this  Book  to  be  earneftly 
wilhed  for  by  many  Perfons  ;  as  the  whole  Britifli  Trade  is 
therein  judicioufly  examined,  and  a  great  Number  of  ufefui. 
Improvements  pointed  out. 

X.  An  Enquiry  into  the  Conduft  of  a  late  Commoner.  Pr.  is.  6d. 

XI.  An  Examination  of  his  Principles  and  boafted  Difmterefted- 
nefs.  Price  is. 

XH.  An  Addrefs  to  the  People;  fhewing  the  Advantages 

ariling  from  the  frequent  Changes  of  Min  liters.  Price  is.  6d. 
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XHT.  The  Debates  of  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  during 
the* Years  1742,  I743>  1 744>  and  1745.  In  two  Vols.  Price 

10s.  6d.  in  Boards.  _  . 

a  Collection  of  the  molt  intereftmg  -Tracis  which  were 

lately  publilhed  in  England  and  America.  In  two  Volumes. 
Price  14s.  bound. 

^  Collection  of  the  molt  eftccmed  Pol  tical  TraCts,  which 
appeared  during  the  Years  1764,  1765,  and  1766.  In  three 
Volumes.  Price  1 8s.  bound. 

XVI.  A  Collection  of  Political  Letters  which  appeared  in  the 
Public  Papers  during  the  fame  Years.  In  one  Pocket  \  olume. 

Price  2s  6d _ It  is  an  Obfervation,  in  Kennet’s  Regilter, 

which  Lord  Somers  has  quoted,  “  That  the  Bent  and  Genius 
*i  of  the  Age  Is  belt  known  in  a  free  Countr} ,  b)  the  Pam- 
«  phlets  apd  Papers  that  daily  come  out,  as  the  Senfe  of  Par- 
(C  ties  and  fonietimes  the  Voice  of  the  Nation. 

XVII.  The  Letter  concerning  Libels  and  Warrants,  &c.  a  new 

Edition.  Price  2s.  6d.  .  ~  . 

vyui  The  Security  of  Englilhmens  Lives;  or,  the  Uutjj 
'Truft  and  Power  of  the  Grand  Juries  of  England.  Written 
by  Lord  Somers.  Price  2s.  6d. 

XIX.  The  FOREIGNER’S  GUIDE;  in  French  and  Enghfh  5 
being  a  proper  Companion  for  every  Stranger  on  his  coming  to 
London.  Price  only  2s.  6d.  bound. 

Speedily  will  be  Publi/ked, 

In  One  Volume,  Odavo.  Price  5s.  bound. 

1  The  COMPLETE  GRASIER ;  or,  Gentleman’s  and 
Farmer’s  Directory.  Containing  the  belt  InitruChons 
for  buying,  breeding  and  feeding  Cattle,  Sheep  and  Hog*  5 
and  for  fuckling  Lambs.  A  Defcription  of  the  particular 
Symptoms  commonly  attending  the  various  Diftempers  to 
which  Cattle,  Sheep  and  Hogs,  are  fubjed  :  With  the  moi. 
approved  Remedies.  Directions  for  making  the  be  ft  Butter 
feveral  Sorts  of  Cheefe,  and  Rennet.  Different  Methods  at 
Locking  a  Grafs  Farm ;  with  the  particular  Expence  and  Pro¬ 
fits  of  each.  How  to  prepare  the  Land,  and  fow  feveral  Sorts 
of  Seeds  to  Advantage.  Directions  for  railing  proper  Fodder 
for  Cattle  and  Sheep.  Particular  Inftruftions  for  ordering, 
breeding  and  feeding  Poultry,  Turkies,  Pigeons,  tame  Rab¬ 
bits  Geefe,  Ducks,  Buftards,  Pea-Fowls,  Pheafants,  and  1  ar  - 
tridees  Alfo  Directions  for  making  Filh -Ponds,  or  Canals* 
andfor'ftonng  the  Filh  in  the  belt  Manner.  Written  by  a 
Country  Gentleman,  and  originally  defigned  for  private  Uie. 

II  A  new  Edition  of  Collins’s  Peerage  ot  England,  m 
7  Vols.  Octavo  ;  containing  an  infinite  Number  ot  very  valua- 

HI16 A  new  Edition  cf  OgILBy’s  Roads,  being  a  conveniens 
1  Pocket  Companion  for  all  Gentlemen  who  have  Occa.ion  to 

..riu'MwPusLlCATiows  «  large  Variety  of  the  moft 
’efleemed  Modern  Books,  and  belt  Writers  in  the  Englill 
L  Uw,  in  large  and  finall  Editions,  elegant  and  common 
Bindings : Alfo  the  heft  of  all  Kinds  of  SfAT.OSAR  V  * 
particularly,  Paper,  Ink,  Wax,  to  te.  «*f  ‘-***1*  be 
at  the  lame  PJWce. 
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